




Yemeni hospitals appeal for blood 

hospitals here have been flooded with 
»W»eia and civilians from the civil war. doctors 
.V*L K . 1“”. b«" no independen: cl 

■ -hy 1 «*» nunhem authorities in Sanaa said 

bte " liUcd “* "«>"< MO «noxi«t. 
InSLS S 11 * 9 V «» 00 toU - and (he Iiuernauooal 
&E 2, £? ^ Cro S < ICRC > Turaday that its team «n 
bW0 Un f bk to extent of casualties. The 

aSS mcd,c,n<: 00 Mondav. However, a doctor 

■ ShrinJl J?* if!*** of people wounded in bombardments or 

' 3 ? hSI" jS 6 counif y we he^S treated in two hoapiLih." 

■ XJS£L^ ^ chairman o{ the Yemeni union 

fodettton m Aden, Rajeh Naji. called on workers to donate Wood to 

2T7 IS C f m P atno{s wounded in the fighting. He also appealed 
- for a rapid foreign intervention to halt the fighting. 
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Berlusconi names his cabinet 

ROME (AFP) — Italian Prime Minister Designate Silvio Berlusconi 
on Tuesday announced a cabinet that indndes five members of 
neo-fascist parties and puts a senior official of the federalist Northern 
League in the key post of interior minister. The appointment of 
Northern League deputy leader Roberto Maroni apparently was in 
defiance of President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, who earlier in the day sent 
Mr. Berlusconi a letter in which he said the interior minister had “a 
pre-eminent role in preserving Italian unity." The Northern League 
says it wants to divide Italy between its rich industrialised north and 
poorer agricultural south. Mr. Berlusconi announced the cabinet after 
a brief meeting with Mr. Seal faro. The appointment of Lbc members of 
the neo-fascists National Alliance and the Italian Social Movement 
mark the first time since World War II that a western European 
country will have fascists in its government. Mr. Berlusconi named 
them to the ministries of transport, agriculture, environment, culture 
and a deputy prime minister's post. 
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is iawyer a S,>«. Cabinet reviews fate 

^rfv of8a,estaxlaw 

ttoKethar^AMMAN (Petra) - The 
* after hiirfj? Council of Ministers on Tues- 
Benncn to A* day discussed issues related to 
‘dent agai ns 7^ the draft law on sales tax which 
anent charge. T> lt!was a PP rovcd Sunday by the 
rat couple^ ■JjLfwef House of Parliament, 
ated to be joJ^ilnfonnation Minister Jawad A l 
>n. Aides told H? Ana,li Mid - He said the 
the Clinton’s Cabinet, which met under the 
irised anyone L 6 ** chairmanship of Prime Minis- 
jnds privatehi , a *:t er Abdul Salam Majaii, dwelt 
motmtine 1 SjA™ wa Y s ***« draft law will be 
B l£ gal h* discussed at the Upper House 
, c& Parliament. The Cabinet 
heard a re P° rt by Interior 
5»aV©iry cfo- Minister Salamch Hammad on 
, bis recent visit to Turkey. 
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police skid u, 

bad tested ^Palestinian teenager 

tog S C^5 dies 01 lsrael1 bu,,ets 

othek and rnasa,.GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
S * ©t- eCt ‘ Ve Sti Strip (AFP) — A second 
i ■ ^ 0D8S ai Palestinian teenager who was 
48 *5^ OW ™8 pofet t shot by Israeli troops on Mon- 
3g of IS Thai wou^day died in hospital on Tues- 

I Vietnamese ay E day, Palestinian sources said, 
in the northern i-Khalid Abu Issa, 39, was hit 

Jand. “We array when soldiers opened fire at 
woman for soikW stone-throwers in Deir Al 
ted two Viatn^, Balah refugee camp in the 
slavery 2nd ^occupied l ^ aza Strip. He died 
ing. ana one Via*- eariy Tuesday in a Tel Aviv 
for just brothslta hospital, the sources said, 
id. Set. icnes sJdi Abmad Dabarish, 14, was shot 
defined as seBinob dead on Monday as he lobbed 
letting or hS * n*ks at the Neve Dekalia set-. 

)n, and iSK “• ad i a <* nt 
erm of W vwn. ft, Yotb refugee camp. About 50 
-‘•ohc-i- from M Palestinians were wounded 
S^S^-ross the Strip as troops 
tw^; opened fire, mostly with nib- 

£2 b?r bullets, on Monday, the 

monthly strike day to mark the 
led. Two 0. thee* a,,* of lhc mtifilda . Half. a . 

en Gcesocned m dozen were seriously hurt, 
ar a^egcSGia. Oki Palestinian sources said, 
premises raided fc .. 
ber of hidden job 

false wails. SgL; ^ WOUIHfecI In 

He declined «t attack on Israeli bus 

of tr.e circumsta 

h the women won OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
Vietnamese b»' (AP) — Unknown assailants 
3 helo at an Ab fired on an Israeli bus near / 1 
m. They appeared* Jewish settlement in the West 
suit at the weeW Bank on Tuesday, injuring 
■due :c sppearapiii three, military sources said. A 
spokesman for the settlers 
council that represents most of 
rwecisn the 125,000 Israelis in the West 
■ Bank and Gaza, said the shots 

iCRe* were fired near the Beit El 

lk ©V Everest settlement north of Jerusalem. 

- i-iflja He said one person was slightly 
*r injured and another moderate- 
v __.«a ty injured in the gunfire. Israel 
O (R) ~ ; Television said soldiers on the 
?r bus returned fire. Military 

aique tr.ri2 confirmed the attack 

jiiiig the ® and said there was a third 
^st. f -h- person slightly injured. 

’ after w£li3ES“. - 
, and South : 

totally extetsirfp, Israeli planes make 
raids on Lebanon 

[stiin cr,a " *1' BEIRUT (R) — Israeli war- 
*e racto^- , ^ p | anes attacked Palestinian 
e in i 1 targets south of Beirut for a 

u rte A a second time on Tuesday. 

F J1 security sources said. They said 
Mr. “irfo# ptenes returned to bomb bases 
-er trorr. O^- ^ 3 the Popular Front for the 
person u" Liberation of Palestine- 

tothe J# General Command (PFLP- 
niii c’^ u£ GC) at Naaroeb, 15 kilometres 

fallow from Beirut, four hours after 

to ihs * blasting them with rockets and 
, He ^ kiUmg at least two fighters and 
'L-r 2 wounding five. Details of 

casualties in the second raid 
- ■arfase were not immediately avail- 

. J “ j c vjdi ^°7 able, the sources said (see page 
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?SJu^-’* h ES Thousands flee 

^^^ Turkeyt0,raq 

BAGHDAD ( R ) — 
h p.-,iV and b JJ?lr t Thousands of Turks of\ 
b P p^i e . origin and their terrified chil- 

“* ** 9: dren have poured into north- 

, e '>ven era Iraq from neighbouring 

,l3S . r V wpflp Turkey to escape fighting bo- 
ss ana Snsai^Srf tween the Turkish araiy and 
^ r,£3t ?ao Kurdish rebels, a senior U.N. 

pat 5 . 2 ., official said on Tuesday. “We 

c f S 50i#‘ *■ have recently identified 3,600 

from .^hcJI^vIT newly arriving Turks of Kur- 
aish origin but Iraqi Kurdish 
Yievu** . -.iflfi 1 authorities say they number 

1113016 6.000,” Abdullah 

jris ' Saied of the United Nations 

I - High Commission for Re- 

' 3® fugees told Reuters. Mr. 

jar fA ?) saied, chief of mission in Iraq, 

_ tcoN^ 1 P said the refugees, mostly 
>NG _ a r3t t,0 «^' women and children, were 
31 S ’'J‘ stranded dose to the northern 
ig Iraqi Kurdish city of Zakho 

bu th . :5 srtitli« r S? i?*tb their cattle and sheep. 
x,” In 5 'vine- ‘j 1 ? VThey are terrified. Their chil- 
aday^^e&HjI^ dren run away whenever they 
<.u«- " s 00 a ni^ru* n!ane. in the 


«s l - ■s-vnS.Lff targets of the outiaweo 

- u ; dish Labour Party fPKK) m 
^'nrir^.r^ horthern Iraq and Turkish 
5 -J troops carry out raids. 
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Y emeni war seen headed for stalemate 

Rivals issue conflicting claims King meets evacuees from Yemen, 

Yemeni envoys “2'S£ d ££S voices deep regret over events there 
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Combined agency dispatches 

SOUTHERN YEMEN’S milit- 
ary command, locked in civil 
war with forces from ihe north, 
said Tuesday its troops had 
blocked a big new push by 
their foes seeking to capture 
Aden. 

The thrust towards the 
southern city, headquarters of 
Yemen’s Vice-President Ali 
Salem Ai Bcidh. was the 
north's ninth attempt to cross 
the old border between former 
North and South Yemen, 
Aden Radio said. 

**It looks like we are moving 
towards stale mate,” one West- 
ern analyst said of rival victory 
claims that have marked seven 
days of fighting in this South 
Arabian peninsula state of 13 
million people. 

The northern military, loyal 
to President Ati Abdullah 
Saleh, said on Tuesday its 
forces downed two southern 
Sukhoi fighter-bombers in 
Monday's battles for control of 
the approaches to Aden. 

It repeated claims northern 
forces were only five 
kilometres from the port city, 
saying one brigade was in Dar 
Saad on the outskirts while 
other forces were advancing 
from other fronts. 

Aden says northern forces 
have been cleared from the 
approaches to the city and 
fighting now centred on the 
three border districts. It named 
them as Dhalea, Kurush and 
Mukairas — rugged moun- 
tainous regions about 140 
kilometres north of Aden. 


Yemeni envoys 
in S. Arabia 

YEMEN'S parliamentary 
speaker Sheikh Abdullah Al 
Ahmar and the minister of 
planning, Abdul Karim Al 
Iryani, arrived Tuesday in 
Riyadh carrying a message 
from Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh for King Fahd. 
They will proceed with similar 
messages to the rest of the 
neigh bouring Gulf leaden with 
the possible exception of 
Kuwait. 

Diplomats said Mr. Saleh 
was campaigning through Arab 
capitals, explaining the north's 
point of view on the fighting 
raging with southern forces, 
and stressing that he can no 
longer deal with the leadership 
of Ali Salem Al Beidh in 
Aden. 

Other Yemeni envoys would 
be heading to Egypt and other 
Arab capitals, they said, 
speaking on condition they not 
be named. 

The southerners, saying they 
would fight to the “last breath 
of life” against Mr. Saleh, de- 
nied that northern forces were 
anywhere near Dar Saad, a 
suburb on the edge of Aden’s 
Sheikh Othman township. 

Amid the conflicting claims. 
President Saleh fired Prime 
Minister Haidar Abu Bakr Al 
Attas, a southerner who has 
seen abroad for weeks, re- 
portedly for medical treatment 
in the United States. 


The north had dismissed 
southerners from the govern- 
ment, the ruling presidential 
council and parliament, when 
the civil war flared Thursday 
and eroded hopes for salvaging 
a four-year-old union between 
conservative North Yemen and 
the socialist south. 

Foreigners were fleeing in 
droves as the country sank 
deeper into turmoil, spelling 
the collapse of the first multi- 
party democracy in the Ara- 
bian Peninsula which had 
alarmed the autocratic monar- 
chies of the region. 

Sanaa Radio said Mr. Saleh 
appointed Brigadier- General 
Abde Rabbo Mansur Hadia as 
new defence minister Monday 
to replace a southerner sacked 
last week. 

Senior northern government 
sources said Tuesday their 
troops were still bogged down 
well north of Aden. The bat- 
tles, they said, appear to have 
moved back into North Yemen 
territory. 

After initial defeat, the 
southerners have regrouped 
and “are coming out of their 
b arracks and pushing north," 
one of the sources said. 

Tank battles and close- 
quarter combat was under way 
in Al Rahidad. Labuza and 
Lawdar on the former border 
between North and South Ye- 
men, said the sources. 

In Lawdar, the southerners 
fragmented one of the four 
brigades taking part in the 
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By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein, who had sought to 
mediate the political crisis in 
Yemen before it burst into the 
ongoing dvil war there, on 
Tuesday expressed deep dis- 
tress and sorrow over the strife 
in Yemen as he and Her 
Majesty Queen Noor received 
260 Jordanians evacuated from 
the war-tom country. 

Receiving the evacuees, who 
included many women and 
children, upon their arrival at 
Marka airport, the King ex- 
pressed hope that “the 
tragedies we are living through 
now will be the end of grief and 
the beginning of a new era for 
Yemen and its people.” 

The King, who brought the 
feuding Yemeni leaders to 
Amman to sign a reconciliation 
and reform agreement in 
February after months of 
mediation, said Jordan did not 
have an immediate solution to 
the dvil war which broke out in 
Yemen late Wednesday. 

“We will try to do what we 
can to help our brethren in 
Yemen, but obviously there is 
not much we can do,” the King 
told reporters. 

Nearly 750 people were 
flown on chartered flights from 
Sanaa to Amman on Tuesday 
after King-Husseur instructed ■ 
the government and the 



Their Majesties Ring Hpssein and Queen Noor on Tuesday receive Jordanians evacuated from 
Yemen (Petra photo) 


national carrier. Royal Jorda- 
nian, to help evacuate Jorda- 
nians from Yemen. 

Two of the planes, both 
military aircraft, landed In 
Marka while two RJ TriStars 
flew from the Yemeni capital 
to the Queer^Afi^nreraation- , 
al AiippTt^E95®hl8 said 


more charter flights were plan- 
ned. 

About 2,000 Jordanian stu- 
dents and others were .believed 
to be living in Yemen when die 
armed battles between south- 
erners and northerners began 
Last - week.' ' It was not im- 
mediately blown how many 


remained. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majaii met the evacuees who 
landed at ihe Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport. 

The flights were arranged 
after King' Hussein contacted 

■ (Continued on page 2) 


150 Palestinian policemen Meeting on 
march into Gaza Strip refugees 

Israel, PLO prepare for handover opens 


Jordan, PLO begin key talks 
on shape of economic relation 


RAF AH. occupied Gaza Strip 
(Agencies) — A 150-strong 
vanguard of the Palestinian 
police force marched into the 
occupied Gaza Strip on Tues- 
day where an emotional home- 
coming awaited them after 27 
years of Israeli occupation. 

Thousands of flag-waving 
Gazans flocked toward Rafah 
as the news spread, but the 
army blocked off the access 
one kilometre from the border 
terminal. 

Men, women and children, 
many holding pictures of Pales- 
tine ’ Liberation Organisation 
fPLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, lined the main road chant- 
ing nationalist slogans hoping 
for a glimpse of their "heroes.” 

“This is a great moment,” 
said Said Abu Hamdan. “For 
the first time I feel we are 
independent. Al least we have 
our police to protect us. It’s the 
first time in our history." 

Meanwhile, Israeli officers 
took PLO officials on tours of 


the occupied Gaza Strip and 
Jericho ahead of the first offi- 
cial transfer of power to 
Palestinians under their histor- 
ic peace deal. 

At a Jericho hospital, Israeli 
officials turned over medical 
supplies and files to Palestinian 
offiaals. In Gaza, Israeli army 
officials accompanied Palesti- 
nian police commanders on a 
tour of roads. 

Both Israelis and Palesti- 
nians said the official turnover 
would only take place once 
Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLA) soldiers trained as 
policemen wer firmly in con- 
trol of security. , 

In Gaza, a senior Israeli 
army officer told Reuters that 
Israel would turn over offices 
in the town of Deir Al Balah. 

“We will hand over the dvil 
administration offices in Deir 
Al Balah today," Brigadier- 
General Yom-Tov Samiya, a 
senior negotiator with the 
Palestinians, told Reuters after 


meeting Palestinian police 
officers in Gaza City on Tues- 
day. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
surrounded the building, their 
children dapping and singing, 
as Israeli army vehicles lined 
up in the courtyard ready to 
pull out for the last time. But 
there was no sign of the 
Palestinians who would replace 
them. 

In Jericho, Israeli officials 
showed Palestinians 20 offices 
that would be vacated. They 
also toured three historic sites, 
inducting a controversial syna- 
gogue, which would come 
under Palestinian authority. 

A skeleton army force in 
Gaza has been moving out 
more equipment leaving some 
government offices unattended 
and subject to looting. 

A spokesman for the League 
of Fighters of the Palestinian 
Revolution said 100 unarmed 

(Continued on page 12) 


Mandela sworn in, says 
‘human disaster’ is over 


PRETORIA (Agencies) — 
Nelson Mandela took the oath 
of office to become South Afri- 
ca’s first black president Tues- 
day in a glorious celebration 
ending the agony of apartheid 
and marking the country’s re- 
turn to the world community. 
“Let freedom reign," Mr. 
Mandela proclaimed. 

From a stage overlooking 
the Pretoria skyline shielded 
by seven tonnes of -bulletproof 
glass, Mr. Mandela vowed alle- 
giance to the nation that once 
tried to crush him. 

“I do hereby swear to be 
faithful to ihe Republic of 
South Africa," Mr. Mandela 
said as he began a five-year 
term that will test his African 
National Congress’ (ANC) 
pledge to make a better life for 
ihe black majority. 

He eagerly began the oath 
before the chief justice asked 
him. Shouts of "Viva Nelson 
Mandela viva” rang out from 
the ecstatic crowd as he 
finished, and world leaders 
rose for an ovation. 


CHIEF CHAMBERLAIN 

Prince Ru’d Ben Zdd Tuesday 

conveyed the greeting; and ctra- 
gr&tnJafiM£ of His M^festy 
King Hussein fto President Nel- 
son Mandela at his inaugura- 
tion ceremony. Prince Ra’d 
abo conveyed to Mr. Mandela 
King Hussein’s wishes of farth- 
er progress and prosperity for 
the South African people under 
the new regime, confirming to 
him an invitation to visit Jor- 
dan, 

In his inaugural speech, Mr. 
Mandela called apartheid “an 
extraordinary human disaster 
that lasted too, too long." 

“We shall build the society 
in which al! South Africans, 
both black and white, will be 
able to walk tall, without any 
fear in their hearts, assured of 
their inalienable right to hu- 
man dignity • — a rainbow na- 
tion at peace with itself and the 
world," Mr. Mandela vowed. 

“Never, never and never 
again shall it be that this 
beautiful land will again ex- 


perience the oppression of one 
by another and suffer the in- 
dignity of being the skunk of 
the world,” he said. 

Mr. Mandela, 75, completed 
his transformation from poli- 
tical prisoner to president of 
Africa's tidiest country before 
dozens of heads of state and 
heroes of the liberation strug- 
gle in the outdoor 
amphitheatre of the stately 
Union Buildings. 

He took over from F.W. de 
•Klerk, who dismantled the 
brutal, apartheid system his 
National Party codified four 
decades ago. Mr. Mandela 
paid special tribute in his inau- 
gural speech to Mr. De Klerk, 
with whom he shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize, for helping 
secure the transition to demo- 
cracy. He also mentioned the 
security forces, which for de- 
cades fried to destroy the anti- 
apartheid movement but on 
Tuesday were out in force to 


(Continued oa page 10) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
multilateral conference on re- 
fugees in the Middle East 
opened here Tuesday, with the 
United Nations seeking $64 
million to finance a series of 
humanitarian projects for the 
Palestinians. 

Around 40 countries and in- 
stitutions were taking part in 
the debate, focused on chil- 
dren, health, education and 
social services. 

“There are all sorts of pro- 
jects, including plans to reunite 
families,” said a Western di- 
plomatic source. 

A study by Norwegian re- 
searchers presented here Tues- 
day warned of deepening 
financial hardship for families 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip if jobs are not created for 
them soon. 

The report by the Oslo- 
headquartered Institute for 
Applied Social Science was 
presented at the opening of the 
meeting. 

The Norwegian report found 
a sharp drop in employment in 
1993, especially among young, 
unmarried men. 

“Both in Gaza and the West 
Bank refugee camps, two- 
thirds of all men in the age 
group 20 to 30 are under util- 
ised," it said. 

The report, based on a sur- 
vey of workers, also found that 
“only half of the persons em- 
ployed in Israel in 1992 were 
still working there in 1993” and 
that fewer than a Quarter, of 
them found new jobs in the 
territories. 

The report concluded that 
“if there is no improvement in 
the employment situation in 
the near future, the majority of 
households may drift into con- 
ditions characterised by 
worsening poverty, of a kina 
typical of very poor less- 
devdoped countries.” 

Minions of dollars in aid 
have been pledged for the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho after Palesti- 
nian self-rule begins under the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord 
signed last Sepr. 13 in 
Washington. 

But the funds are not ex- 
pected to be released until 
Israel has withdrawn its forces 
| and the new governing Palesti- 
nian authorities is in place. 


By CaroHne Farraj and 
P.V. Vhdunand 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) on Tuesday began 
talks seen crucial to the fate of 
the economic agreement they 
signed in January outlining a 
framework of ties between the 
Kingdom and the Palestine 
self-rule authority expected to 
take over the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

Jordanian comments after 
the five-hour session at the 
Prime Ministry were non- 
committal, reflecting the King- 
dom’s quest to learn firsthand 
about the PLO’s intentions af- 
ter the organisation signed an 
economic agreement with 
Israel in Paris last month. 

The Paris agreement con- 
tains many provisions which 
have brought to question many 
elements m the Jordan-PLO 
accord signed in Amman on 
Jan. 7. Officials said Monday 
the Kingdom would be seeking 
clarifications on these points 
and answers to questions on 


key issues related to banking 
and monetary affaire, trade 
and customs etc. 

Sources said the Jordanian 
delegation to the talks, headed 
by Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affaire and Informa- 
tion Jawad Al Anani, pre- 
sented to the PLO side a paper 
containing the points of the 
darificaxions that the Kingdom 
was' seeking. 

No definite details were 
available, but the sources indi- 
cated that these questions dealt 
with the implications of the 
Paris agreement on the Jordan- 
PLO accord and bow the PLO 
intended to go about tackling 
some of the obvious “contra- 
dictions’* and “overlappings” 
between the two documents. 

PLO officials appeared an- 
xious to reaffirm that they 
were not seeking to “renegoti- 
ate” tire Jan. 7 agreement and 
that the talks were aimed at 
detailing the modalities of im- 
plementing the accord in terms 
of mechanisms and guidelines. 

In general, the Jan. 7 agree- 
ment was seen as a general 
framework for Jordanian- 


Palestinian economic relations 
without going into specifics. 
However, it was widely 
assumed then that the princi- 
ples in the accord, as and when 
implemented, would have 
cemented the relationship. 

According to the sources, 
Jordan and the PLO had 
agreed in earlier meetings on 
economic relations that the 
specifics could not be worked 
out as long as it was not known 
how far the Israelis were will- 
ing to go in. giving economic 
freedom to the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

However, the Paris agree- 
ment, which detailed the speci- 
fics of economic relations be- 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nian autonomous territories, 
was seen here as severely cur- 
tailing the scope of Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic relations. 

The meeting, which was sup- 
posed to have begun early 
Tuesday, did not get off until 
after the Jordanian Cabinet 
held its regular weekly session 
during which the Kingdom’s 

(Continued on page 12) 


Lloyds Register expected here 
soon for Aqaba verifications 


By Ayman Al Saf a ri! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Representatives 
of the British organisation 
Lloyds Register are expected 
to arrive in Jordan in two 
weeks to start the process of 
land-based verifications of 
Aqaba-based shipping which 
will replace the sea-inspection 
operations expected to end be- 
fore the end of the month. 
Western diplomats said Tues- 
day. 

The diplomats said the im- 
minent lifting of the siege on 
Aqaba would open the door 
for Jordan’s resumption of its 
"important" role in the peace 
process and would allow for its 
participation in the next round 
of bilateral peace talks ex- 
pected to begin in Washington 
next month. 

The diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
Jordan has agreed to pay the 
estimated $2 to 3 million 
annual fees for the non-profit 
Lloyds Register but the United 


States is insisting .that the pay- 
ments be made through the 
United Nations so that Jordan 
“win not be able to influence 
the organisation.” 

They said Washington was 
also insisting that Lloyds Reg- 
ister establish a direct link with 
die U.N. Sanctions Committee 
in order to supervise exports to 
Iraq that are permitted by the 
trade embargo on Baghdad. 

Among other "minor tech- 
nicalities" still under negotia- 
tions between Jordan asm the 
U.$. and other members of the 
multilateral interdiction forces 
enforcing the naval blockade 
on Aqaba is a mechanism 
through which member coun- 
tries of the force will be able to 
inspect Lloyds Register’s op- 
erations, the sonres told the 
Jordan Times. 

Though no Security Council 
resolution is needed to change 
the mechanism through which 
Aqaba-bound shipping is being 
checked under Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 665, the diplo- 
mats said consultations among 


member states of the council 
are required, adding that these 
consultations are underway 
already in New York. 

Hie U.S. on Sunday re- 
portedly communicated to Jor- 
dan its formal acceptance of 
the Kingdom’s proposal to re- 
place the sea-inspection with 
land-based verifications 
through a letter sent by Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. 

The U.S. decision came few 
days after France decided to 
pull out from the force enforc- 
ing the blockade on Aqaba and 
Canada reportedly rejected an 
American request that Cana- 
dians replace the French in this 
task. 

The Western diplomats said 
France saw no reason for the 
continuation of the sea- 
inspection operations since the 
Jordanian proposal provided a 
fitting alternative and found no 
justification for Washington’s 
procrastination in im- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Gulf states easing 
boycott of Israel, 
U.S. envoy reports 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Weal- 
thy Gulf Arab states have 
started to yield to U.S. press- 
ure to ease a long-standing 
economic boycott against 
Israel but Washington will con- 
tinue to press for a total re- 
moval of the ban. a senior U.S. 
official said. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affairs 
Robert Pelletreao said the Un- 
ited States had told its allies in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) that the boycott was 
against their interests. 

Addressing U.S. business- 
men in Abu Dhabi on Sunday 
night, he said Kuwait had lifted 
the indirect boycott which cov- 
ers companies dealing with 
Israel following pleas by the 
United States, which played a 
crucial role in liberating the 
emirates from seven months of 
Iraqi occupation in early 1991. 

“Other GCC government 
have taken steps to weaken 
their enforcement of these 
aspects of the boycott, enabl- 
ing firms in sectors like con- 
sumer goods to market their 
products in both Israel and 
parts of the Arab World,” be 
said in comments obtained on 
Monday. 

“But our goal remains a 
complete end to the boycott. 
Therefore, we will continue 
our vigorous efforts to per- 
suade boycotting governments 
to take additional actions to 
end this obsolete practice.” 

Mr. Pdfetrean, on a tour of 
the region, did not identify 
GCC members which have 
eased the boycott bat Gulf 
official sources mentioned 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. 
The other members are Qatar, 
Kuwait, Oman and the United 
Arab E mira tes. 

GCC states have ruled out 
lifting the direct ban separately 
from the Arab League, which 
says such a move hinges on 
Israeli w it hdrawa l from the 
occupied territories and dis- 
EsandaiBg of settlements. 

The 22-member league im- 
posed the economic ban a few 
years after Israel was created 
m 1948 to force it to cede 
occupied land. Israel has said 
the ban has cost it n e arly $50 
billion while heavy losses were 
untamed by U:S. and other 
international co mp a ni es deal- 
ing with the Jewish state. 


The United States and its 
Western allies stepped up 
moves to persuade Arabs to 
end the boycott after peace 
talks were launched in Madrid 
in late 1991 and Palestinians 
and Israel struck a landmark 
autonomy deal last year. 

Western diplomats in the 
Gulf said they believed a gra- 
dual removal of the boycott 
would support confidence- 
building measures between 
Israel and the Arabs and en- 
courage Israel to press ahead 
with peace moves. 

They cited meetings be- 
tween officials from both sides 
within bilateral and multilater- 
al negotiations and visits by 
Israeli officials to Arab states, 
including two in the Gulf, 
where water and arms talks 
were held. 

Mr. Pelletreau said main- 
taining the boycott of Israel- 
contradicted with free trade 
and could hurt development in 
autonomous Palestinian areas. 

“We continue to urge our 
friends in the region to realise 
the significant symbolic and 
practical impact any move 
away from die Arab boycott of 
Israel can have on peace pro- 
cess,” he said. 

“We have also stressed that, 
because it distorts trade and 
investment flows, the boycott, 
inhibits the economic develop- 
ment of the en t ir e region and 
works against the interest of 
the boycotters and the boycot- 
ted equally. 

“This wifl be particularly im- 
portant to potential investors 
in Palestinian areas who want 
access to both Israeli and Arab 
markets.” 

He said Washington, the 
second biggest economic part- 
ner of the GCC after Japan, 
would also press member 
states to give more access to 
U.S. exp o r t s in line with the 
recent GATT deal, which calls 
for removal of customs bar- 
riers, avoidance of subsidies to 
p romot e national e x ports and 
open, non-discfinriiiatory gov- 
ernment procurement policies. 

“We intend to continue 
pressing for positive action cm 
die part of the GCC itself and 
its member states to open their 
markets to free and fair com- 
petition from U.S. goods and 
services,” he said. 


Faction leader arrested by 
ally in north Afghanistan 


KABUL (AFP) — The Ismadi 
militar y co mm a nde r of Pnl-c- 
Khomri city, winch is un der 
siege by forces loyal to Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bam, has been arrested by his 
Uzbek allies, defence ministry 
sources said . 

The claim c ould no t be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

The sources said Sayyad Jaf- 
far Naderi, leader of the 
Ismaeli religious sect's army 
and the governor of Puh-c- 
Khumri, some 220 kilometres 
north of Kabul, reportedly ob- 
jected to the undisciplined be- 
haviour of bis Uzbek allies — 
allegedly including the looting 
of his own home. 

Mr. Jaffar bad demanded 
that his Uzbek ally, ex- 
communist General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, withdraw his 
men from the city, “saying the 
Ismaelis would defend Pul-e- 
Khumri alone,” a ministry offi- 
cial said. 

An offensive is expected 
soon, which if successful would 
nearly complete the circle of 
siege around Pul-e-Khumri. 

Gen. Dostum had come to 
the relief of Pul-e-Khumri, 
which sits at a strategic cros- 
sroads. after the city was sub- 
jected to a siege by pro- 


Rabbam forces in early April. 

Tbe Defence Ministry offi- 
cial said Pul-e-Khumri was 
now completely under tbe con- 
trol of Gen. Dostum's forces, 
adding that Mr. Jaffar had 
been removed to another 
town, Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Mr. Jaffar’s arrest followed 
the loss of the key town of 
Baghlan, 20 kflometres north 
of Pul-e-Khumri, to pro- 
Rabbani forces on Saturday. 

Gen. Dostum, once affied 
with Mr. Rabbani, followed an 
unsuccessful attempt to topple 
tbe president in January with 
an attack against Knndnz 
town, north of Pul-e-Khumri, 
in early March. Later, with 
Mr. Jafiar’s help, be attacked 
Nahrin to the east. 

By capturing Pul-e-Khranri, 
Mr. Rabbanfs former defence 
minister, Ahmad Shah 
Masoud, would secure the 
whole of northeast Afghanis- 
tan and open the way to strike 
west into Gen. Gostum's 
Uzbek heartland of Jawzjan 
and Fariab provinces. 

Pressure on Pul-e-Khumri 
Indudes air strikes by Mr. 
Masoud’s jets, the last con- 
firmed attack having taken 
place Friday. 


N. Yemenis 

confront 

formidable 

southern 

terrain 

ABU DHABI (R) — Northern 
armies outnumber their south- 
ern rivals in the Yemeni war 
but face formidable terrain in 
their attempted advance on the 
southern stronghold of Aden. 

“My own impression is that 
it will be a very difficult war for 
either side because of the na- 
ture of the routes between 
north and south," said Colonel 
Andrew Duncan, of the Lon- 
don-based Internationa] Insti- 
tute for Strategic studies. 

Other military experts put 
northern forces at about 40,000 
and southern forces at half that 
number. 

'There’s a great plain in the 
no the inmost... part of Aden.' 
You've got to have a large 
force to block,” any advancing 
northern force across a plain, 
he said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

“I think I would find it very 
difficult, but the other people 
(northerners) wouldn't come 
down in enormous strength 
anyway.” 

Col. Duncan said southern 
resistance would likely be de- 
ployed at the hills, where the 
South Yemeni army could 
make the best use of its num- 
bers by holding off advances in 
□arrow valleys of hills about 16 
kilometres to 30 kilometres 
from Aden city. 

Some of tbe latest fighting, 
bas been in Lahej province for 
control of tbe main road from 
the north that runs down a 
strategic valley leading to 
Aden, and around Lawdar, a 
northern-controlled airbase in 
the south 150 kilometres north- 
east of Aden. 

“Even if their army takes 
Aden they cant claim they 
control the south. You don’t 
know what influence they 
would have over the tribes and 
the nidged terrain,” Col. Dun- 
can said. 

According to IISS, tbe 
North Yemeni army bad 
37,000 troops and South Ye- 
men's army had 24,000 before 
the merger of tbe two halves 
which created a united Yemen 
in 1990. 

The OSS today puts the 
combined strength of united 
Yemen's navy, army and air 
force at 64,500 with reserves of 
about 75,000. 

By far tbe majority of per- 
sonnel — 60,000 — are in the 
army, the institute says. 

But the two armies were 
never fully integrated in prac- 
tice after the merger although 
some northern units were sta- 
tioned in the south and south- 
ern units sent north. 

Now they are battling each 
other as rivals, with tbe array 
loyal to northern President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh claiming it was 
advancing on the bastion of 
Mr. Saleh's bitter rival, south- 
ern leader Ali Salem AJ.Beidb, 
who is also vice president. 

Southerners deny the claim 
and say the northerners have 
been crushed and are running 
“like scared cats.” 

The north has about 40,000 
army reservists. It can cal! 
upon up to 100,000 tribal 
levies. 

The south has about 45,000 
reservists, who were mobilised 
on Saturday to help defend 
Aden. It can also call upon 
thousands of militiamen 
trained by the Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) which ruled the 
south until the 1990 -merger. 

In addition, the IISS says, 
Mr. Beidh can call on southern 
tribal levies numbering about 
20 , 000 . 

“One wonders just bow easy 
it will be to keep the (north- 
ern) forces supplied with 
ammunition and petrol. I think 
most of the (supply) assets are 
concentrated in the south... 
the routes are rugged,” Col. 
Duncan said. 



EVACUATED: Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Nobr on Tuesday receive Jordanians 
evacuated from Yemen (Petra photo) 


Evacuated Jordanians arrive from Yemen 


(Continued from page 1) 

Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh and his feuding Vice- 
President Ali Salem A1 Beidh 
to ensure the safety of the 
evacuation process, reports 
said. 

Aden Radio reported Satur- 
day that Mr. Beidh had con- 
tacted the King saying the 
southern leadership was ready 
for a political dialogue to end 
the strife. There was no official 


confirmation here of the re- 
port. 

However, comments by 
President Saleh after tbe poli- 
tical crisis turned into civil war 
indicated that the northern 
leader was in no mood to 
accept mediation from any 
quarter, in what was seen by 
observers here as confidence 
that his army was better placed 
to win tbe battle. 


Upon the King's instruc- 
tions, the government also sent 
medical aid to Yemen to help 
treat the wounded. 

Yousef Qussous, director of 
tbe Royal Medical Sendees, 
told the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the A! Hussein 
Medical Centre received 11 
wounded Yemenis last week. 
Three of them have been dis- 
charged and the others remain* 
under treatment, he said. 


Yemeni strife may be stalemate 


(Continued from page I) 

attack on Aden in fierce bat- 
tles. 

Gunboats belonging to the 
southern command were re- 
ported pounding northern 
troops on the coast east of 
Aden. 

Southern warplanes were ■ 
strafing the former border re- ( 
gion, the sources added. 

Hie sources, which are in 
contact with northern brigades 
in the south, have proved reli- 
able in the past. One of them 
said Monday that tbe posh 
against Aden could develop 
into a protracted war of attri- 
tion, dismissing repents from 
Sanaa feat the fell of the city 
was imminent. 

The sources’ accounts were 
at odds with communiques re- 
leased by tile northern com- 
mand, but jibed with southern 
reports. 

Aden Radio quoted a south- 
ern officer as saying the north- 
ern claims were “a desperate 
attempt to mislead domestic 
and international public opin- 
ion and cover up their defeat.” 

The officer, identified as 
Colonel Hussein Qahtan, 
security chief in Lahij, told the 
radio that northern forces have 


been shelling the region, but 
have not been able to break 
through southern defences 
there. The area is about 40 
kilometres north of Aden. 

Aden Radio claimed 
Sudanese troops were fighting 
alongside the north and that 
several of them had been cap- 
tured. It said Sudan and North 
Yemen bad arranged an airlift 
of Sudanese forces to Hodeida, 
a northern city on the Red Sea. 

The Sudanese government 
said reports that Sudanese sol- 
diers are fighting alongside 
northern forces in the Yemeni 
civil war are “totally untrue 
and unfounded.” 

Omer Baridou, first secret- 
ary of the Sudanese Foreign 
Ministry, told the Associated 
Press in Khartoum that such 
assertions could be aimed at 
obtaining foreign support for 
tiie southerners. 

Aden Radio specified Mus- 
lim fundamentalist Sudan as an 
example of Arab countries 
with forces fighting for the' 
north. 

“Such reports are totally un- 
true and unfounded, totally 
baseless,” Mr. Baridou said. 

“Tbe propagation of such 
allegations mijpit just aim at 
widening the scope of tbe war 


as a pretext for foreign in- . 
-tervention in tbe conflict,” be 
added. 

He said Sudan's only interest 
in the war is “our keenness to 
solve this problem in the con- 
text of the unified Yemen and 
away from any foreign interfer- 
ence." 

A southern Yemeni state- 
ment denounced as a theatrical 
farce Mr. Saleh’s dismissal of 
Mr. Atlas; a former president 
of the south, and said it 
violated the constitution as it 
had not been ratified by parlia- 
ment. 

Confidence in tbe prime 
minister could only be with- 
drawn by parliament and 
ministers could not be dismis- 
sed without the prime minis- 
ter's agreement, he said. 

“It was a derision he will not 
be permitted to achieve be- 
cause unity is the will of the 
people, and they will defend it 
to the last breath of life,” it 
said. 

Foreign governments from 
Asia to Europe scrambled to 
evacuate nationals by air and 
sea. Two hundred people, in- 
cluding oil workers, French 
tourists and a badly wounded 
southern soldier fenied by the 
French warship Le Var arrived 
m Djibouti on Monday night. 


War shatters Yemeni 
dreams of prosperity 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Yemeni dreams of a better life 
after muon four years ago 
quickly evaporated as econo- 
mic problems piled up, and 
have finally been shattered by 
dvO war. 

. Hopes rose in one of the 
world’s poorest countries when 
more oil started to flow and 
leaders pledged to use the 
wealth to finance development 
and improve living standards. 

Yemenis, whose poverty was 
in sharp contrast with the 
wealth of the super-rich Gulf 
states at their doorsteps, 
waited impatiently for unity to 
pay off. 

But the economy was struck 
a serious blow only a few 
months after tbe May 1990 
union when Saudi Arabia ex- 
pelled hundreds of thousands 
of Yemeni workers in retalia- 
tion fur Sanaa’s sympathy with 
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

"Tbe flood erf Yemenis from 
Saudi Arabia and support for 
Iraq was the first blow against 
unity,” of the former North 
and South Yemens, a Gulf- 
based Western diplomat said. 

“Their return came at a time 
when Yemeni leaders were 
p ro m isi ng their people econo- 
mic prosperity and solutions to 
unemployment and other eco- 
nomic problems.” 

■" “They had con sti t u ted a ma- 
jor source of hard currency to 
their country, but became a 
burden on the domestic eco- 
nomy. Another heavy juice 
was that Yemen was deprived 
of promised Gulf aid and in- 
vestment” 

Saadi Arabia and its part- 
ners in tbe Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), which had ex- 
tended more than $10 billion in 
aid to the Yemens before the 
merger, pledged to step up 
assistance and investment after 
unity in the hope that it would 
ensure economic and social 
stability in the Red Sea country 
and neutralise internal forces 
to tbe Golf monar- 


But after the invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990 and 
Yemen’s perceived support for 
Iraq, Gulf aid was completely 
cut off. Economic reforms 
launched with the merger 
started to slow with the abs- 
ence of funds from the region 
and main Western donors 
angered by Yemen's attitude. 

The economy deteriorated 
despite a sharp rise in ofl out- 
put, poisoning tbe political 
atmosphere. 

Hundreds of people were 
assassinated and several fore- 
igners working at ail facilities 
were kidnapped by tribesmen. 


Anns became widespread and 
le grew steadily more cfo- 
anted with unification. 

“Such developments only 
added fuel to Yemen’s 
.estrangement. They scared 
away potential investors, 
which could have been of 
tremendous benefit to the eco- 
nomy in the presence of re- 
forms,” a diplomat said. 

The crisis has finally boded 
over into a civil war between 
the northern forces of Presi- 
dent Adi Abdullah Saleh and 
his southern rival, Vice- 
President Ali Salem Ai Beidh. 

“It is a severe blow to Yeme- 
ni dreams of a better life if not 
a final blow,” an Arab diplo- 
mat said. "No one now knows 
the turn of the events but the 
war will naturally make econo- 
mic prosperity a remote possi- 
bility.” 

Per capita income is BtiQ 
among the lowest in tbe world, 
compared with that in wealthy 
neighbouring Gulf monar- 
chies. 

Foreign debt has swollen, 
unemployment and inflation 
exacerbated and deficits 
persistently biting into tbe 
budget, trade balance and the 
current account. 

From a surplus in 1990, the 
balance of payments suffered 
from a deficit of $164 million in 
1992, the actual budget short- 
fall widened to $1.02 billion 
from $573, million the debt 
nearly doubled to $6.5 billion 
from $3.8 billion in 1985 and 
foreign reserves declined to 
$405 million in 1992 from $677 
milli on in 1991. 

The gross domestic product 
recorded negative growth in 
real terms of 2.5 per cent and 
3.9 per cent m 1992 and 1993 
and infla tion ran at 35 and 21.5 
per cent, one of tbe highest in 
the Arab World. 

Only the oil sector improved 
as major discoveries pushed 
reserves to nearly four billion 
barrels (bpd). Output is esti- 
mated at between 320,000- 
340,000 barrels per day and 
officiate have expected it to 
exceed 400,000 bpd at the end 
of 1994 and 700,000 bpd in the 
next few years. 

The rise has~pushed re- 
venues to nearly $3.8 billion in 
1992 from $1.2 billion in 1986. 
But oil, which was supposed to 
. make Yemenis stick. monyto 
. unite, seems to have backfired. 

“Oil is widely believed to be 
one of the main causes of the 
crisis. The large rise in produc- 
tion and promising hydrocar- 
bon findings in . the s outh have 
apparently whetted the. appe- 
tite of each side to exploit 
them,” a Western diplomat 
said. 


Yemen’s Saleh is tough survivor in harsh world 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, said to have survived 
100 assassination attempts, is 
trying to impose his will on 
southern leaders who made 
him president of all Yemen 
but were now defying his 
authority. 

The former army colonel 
became president of united 
Yemen in 1990 after leading 
North Yemen for 13 years 
following the assassination of 
his predecessor. 

Bora in 1942 into a tribe 
living near Sanaa, he re- 
ceived only limited education 
before taking up a military 
career, beginning as a non- 
commissioned officer and ris- 
ing through the ranks. 

He first achieved promin- 
ence after President Ibrahim 
Al Hamadi. another former 
army colonel, was assassin- 
ated in October 1977. 

The new president. Col- 
onel Ahmad Al Ghashmi, 
who came From the same 
Hashed tribe as Mr. Saleh, 


appointed him military gov- 
ernor of Tai z. North Yemen’s 
second city — a post he occu- 
pied until Ghashmi was killed 
in June 1978. 

Just who was responsible 
for the killing was never 
dear. Ghashmi was killed by 
a bomb in an attache case 
carried by a South Yemeni 
envoy and the presidential 
council set up in the wake of 
his death accused Marxist . 
South Yemen of involve- 
ment. 

Opponents of South 
Yemeni President Salem 
Rubave Ali blamed Ali and a 
blooay coup followed in 
Aden after which the de- 
posed president was executed 
by firing squad. 

In Sanaa. Mr. Saleh was 
appointed to a four-man 
presidential council set up 
after Ghashmi's death. The 
following month Mr. Saleh 
was selected to replace 
Ghashmi and was sworn in on 
July 18. 1978. 

In his first public speech. 


Mr. Saleh pledged to pre- 
serve the country'^ revolu- 
tionary goals ana to exert 
every effort to reunify the 
two Yemens — a goal 
achieved four years ago. 

MAW IN THE NEWS" 

His early months in power 
were marked by a resolutely 

E ro-Saudi Arabian line ana 
is harsh response to any 
threat to his position. His 
relations with Saudi Arabia 
collapsed after he showed 
sympathy for Iraq following 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

In August 1978 he ordered 
the execution of 30 officers 
he said had planned a coup, 
including a former member 
of the presidential council 
who flea to South Yemen. 
Many others also fled to the 
south but seven officers were 
executed in October. 

In September 1978, Mr. 
Saleh survived an assassina- 
tion bid. and the following 
month foiled a coup attempt 
by senior military officers. 


Accusing South Yemen of 
complicity, he ordered the 
execution of a further 21 
men, including nine officers 
and a number of senior gov- 
ernment officials. 

He is reported to have sur- 
vived more than 100 assas- 
sination bids over the years. 
He moved his residence each 
night during his early years in 
power, fearful of any change 
in the allegiance of me coun- 
try’s powerful tribes. 

“The severity of his rale 
aggravated tension with 
Aden, and sporadic clashes 
erupted into open conflict be- 
tween the two states in 
February 1979. 

After a ceasefire arranged 
by Syria. Jordan and Iraq 
failed to hold, the Arab 
League moved in to enforce 
peace. 

But .the brief war had gone 
badly for Mr. Saleh. His 
army was mauled and the 
southerners managed to 
occupy three North Yemeni 
border towns. 


Mr. Saleh held on to power 
only with the backing of fer- 
vently anti-communist Saudi 
Arabia, which also footed the 
bill for new aims supplies 
from the United States. 

Realising the weakness of 
his Dosition, however, Mr. 


DOSItH 

Saleh beg: 

from Saudis and initiated sec- 


fen a move away 


ret talks with domestic 
opposition groups, as well as 
rapprochement with South 
Yemen. 

The two countries merged in 
May 1990 after many years of 
negotiations. 

It was a marriage of con- 
venience that made Mr. 
Saleh president of bot# 1 
halves of Yemen. Aden saw 
the union as its way out of 
isolation after its ally the 
Soviet Union began to col- 
lapse, and its communist 
friends across East Europe 
lost power. 

The two also hoped to join 
efforts to exploit promising 
oil finds that could help them 
escape poverty. 
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Electric Power 

Cbmpany 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Amn.... 64244112 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaDias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcrsani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-MuashCT Hospital 667227/u 

The Islamic. A Mali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 6641 64/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashraftch 7751 1 1/26 

Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Ho^tiial 6U224Q/50 

Ama! Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

ibnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (W(99099Q 

ffiBQfc 

Princess Bawiu Hnspiul (021275535 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

n» Al Na fees Hospital 1021247100 


AQABA: 

PnnccssHaya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

OfcOO Aqaba (RJ) 

0*30 Jeddah (RJ) 

0*55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:15 Lamaca(RJ) 

ifctO .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1840 Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:20 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:25 Paris (RJ) 

19:80 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:29 London. Vienna (RJ) 

19-J6 Brussels, Amsterdam (RJ) 

19:3* Rome (RJ) 

21:15 Toronto. Montreal <RJ) 

01:46 Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


1635 

11:19 

M:25 


Cairo (MS) 

Damascus ( AZ) 

Lunuea (CY) 


Us* Jeddah (SA) 

I3&5 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF| 

1*95 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (P|) 

Zls* 5 Beirut (ME) 

**■25 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal i) 

“j*® London(RJ) 

J£2J Aqaba (RJ) 

Brussels. Amsterdam (add) (RJ) 

l® 1 ^® Romc(Rj) 

11:15 .... Amsterdam .New York (RJ) 

11:35 BcrUan. London (RJ) 

1*0® Casa Blanca. Tonis (RJ) 

t** Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

52 s ®® Riyadh (Rj) 

5;=** New Delhi (RJ) 

Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

®*f* Beiml, Paris (AF) 

Lamaca(CY) 

l*» Jeddah (SU 

l®! 3 ® Abu Dhabi (GF) 

1*15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (Pi 

17:29 Algiers. Sharaah ( AA) 

•®sZ5 Amsterdam (KL) 


hum* RAILWAY THAU 

8:00 a.a. every Mood 

5O0n.m. every Mood 

Dcp-Dnasos 7^,. every Send 

Arc. Amman 5:00 p.m. every Shod 


MARKET prices 

Uppcrfkxter price in fUs per kg. 

£Ppk 550/650 

Banana *00 

620 



CauWlowcr "" jfiQI 200 

Qtaimbers (1^) ..““f 1 40/ 100 

C«und*re(snia!J) 260/200 
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Seminar urges Jordanians 
to consider family planning 


Shipping agents review prospects after lifting of Aqaba blockade 
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AMMAN (J.T.) - The Jorda- 
nian Society for Family Plan- 
ning and Protection Tuesday 
issued a call for the practice of 
family planning methods to en- 
sure safe motherhood and a 
healthy family life. 

Addressing a seminar held at 
the University of Jordan to 
discuss family planning, society 
president Buthainah Jardaneh 
said that there was a need for 
family planning in a manner 
that conforms to religious be- 
liefs and at the same time falls 
in line with the family's health, 
financial and living conditions. 

Echoing this concept, Uni- 
versity Vice President .Moham- 
mad Maqousi said'' develop- 
ments in modern life and press- 
ing needs make- it imperative 
that Jordanians re-examine 
their attitudes towards the size 
of their families and seriously 
consider family planning 
methods. 


The seminar, which was 
sponsored by the university's 
Nursing Faculty, reviewed 
population growth in Jordan 
and discussed the adverse 
effects on the entire commun- 
ity resulting from random 
growth and high birth rates. 


The speakers pointed to the 
limited natural resources in 
Jordan and the difficulty in 
providing all types of health, 
educational and other services 
to the ever-growing popula- 
tion. 


The participants to the meet- ■ 
ing. which was entitled “Islam 
and Family Planning." stressed 
the need for intensifying public 
awareness programmes 
through the media to educate 
the public on family planning 
methods, population issues 
and breast-feeding to safeguard 
the health of mothers and chil- 
dren. 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Stafl Reporter 
AMMAN — Representatives 
of six European shipping 
agents for the Jordan Nation- 
al Shipping bines 1JNSL) 
company Tuesday opened a 
meeting in Amman to study 
the prospects of increased 
trade after the lifting of U.S.- 
led blockade of Aqaba- 
bound vessels, according to 
Yasser Tell, general manager 
of the national company. 

The eight participants to 
the two-day meeting arc opti- 
mistic that the interception of 
vessels will be terminated and 
they are here to assess the 
expected changes, their im- 
pact on trade and also evalu- 
ate plans for further boosting 
northern Eurnpe-Aqaba 
maritime shipping opera- 
tions, Mr. Tell told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The inspection of Aqaba- 
bound vessels, imposed by 


the U.N. as part ot its sanc- 
tions against Iraq, required 
all ve-iels. including Euro- 
pean and JNSL ships ro leave 
al least jU per cent of their 
cargo space vacant to allow 
for the free movement of the 
inspection teams, Mr. Tell 
(aid. 

But with the lifting of these 
inspections on the high seas, 
the shipping agents say they 
.wpect to ensure additional 
cargo on board the vessels, 
added Mr. Tell. 

The agents, from the Un- 
ited Kingdom. Belgium. Ger- 
many. the Netherlands. 
Spain and Italy, work closely 
with the JNSL, booking car- 
go for the company in 
Europe and facilitating its 
vessels transportation opera- 
tions, according to Mr. Tell. 

Tile company, which cur- 
rently owns four vessels, 
opei ales on a limited scale 
with Europe and carries out 


iarge scale shipping of phos- 
phates Co Asian nations, 
mainly Indian, said Mr. Tell. 

In 1993. Mr. Teil said, 
JNSL earned nearly JD 1.5 
million in net profits. 

At the opening meeting 
Tuesday, the European 
agents discussed prospects 
for increasing the JNSL share 
in maritime transport to ports 
in the Red Sea tr.d Europe, 
according to Mr. Tell. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali iast week said 
ihat no Jordan-bound ship 
was intercepted by the sanc- 
tions enforcers after the April 
25 meeting betwen His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Ll.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher in London. 

Mr. Tell said that the 
European agents meeting in 
Amman are optimistic that 
the interception and inspec- 
tion of ship> would e:.d very 






* * 




Representatives of European shipping agencies 
and the Jordan National Shipping Lines Mon- 


day review maritime (rule prospects (Petra 
photo) 
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Ad hoc group rejects normalisation with 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


wm 


MEETING VOLUNTEERS: Her Royal Highness 
Pripcess Tuesday meets at Mala Uni- 

versity with representatives of voluntary societies 
'and organisations from Karak, Tafileh and 
Ma’aa governorates. Princess Basma, who later 
hu^nrated an eshflitthm of products by soda! 

services centres affiliated to the Queen Alia Fond 

for Social Development (QAF), urged these 


orgausatioas to continue their work and thank- 
ed Mata University for its role in serving the 
society. At the end of the meeting, Princess 
Basma distributed diplomas to graduates of 
several dress -making and typing courses at the 
Princess Basma Social Services Centre is Eva rail 
(Petra photo) 


AMMAN — A group of 72 
individuals comprising repre- 
sentatives of eight Jordanian 
political parties, professional 
associations, unions and popu- 
lar organisations and other 
citizens Tuesday issued a state- 
ment urging the Jordanian 
people to reject moves aimed 
at normalising relations with 
Israel. 

The statement, circulated to 
the local media said that the 


group: 

i. Strongly rejects all agree- 
ments designed to subjugate 
the Arabs to the normalisation 
process with the “Zionist 
enemy," and considers such 


18 people injured in bus accident in Ai Konra 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Special to die Jordan Times 


.AMMAN — Eighteen people 
’were injured in a bus accident 
Tuesday in Al Koura area in 
die northern governors te -of 
Irbid, a CivA' Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD)'6ffirial sakL^'r 

According to the official, the 
public transportation vehicle 
which was driving on die 
Quora-lrbid Road lost control 
and slid into a valley. 

No one was killed in the 
accident, the official told the 
Jordan limes. 

All casualties were taken to 
Princess Basma Hospital in 
Irbid. An official at die hospit- 
al told the Jordan Tunes that 


all the victims suffered minor 
injuries and are expected to be 
released from hospital today. 


Man escapes carfire 


A 26-year-old man escaped 
with mijior bums Monday 
from a gasoline fire, a CDD 
report said. 

According to the report, 
Yousef Mahmoud was filling 
his car with gas from a plastic 
container near Al Qatraneh 
area on the Desert Highway 
while smoking a cigarette. The 
cigarette fell on the volatile 
liquid igniting a fire which 
spread quickly and completely 
burned his car. 

Mr. Mahmoud suffered 


minor bums to his right arm 
and left feet, the report said. 

A CDD official told the Jor- 
dan Times that losses could 
have bran minimised if the 
driver had a fire extinguisher in 
his car. 

• The official urged all motor-.' 
ists to keep a fire extinguisher . 
in their vehicles, especially if 
they are travelling long distan- 
cese and in deserted areas, and 
to make sure that they know 
how to use the fire extinguish- 
er. 

"In most fire accidents we 
have been called out to, people 
who had fire extinguishers 
were unable to use them 
beause they did not know how 
to use them,” he said. 


In the past two weeks, the 
CDD responded to 12 vehicle 
fire incidents, most of them 
■ resulting from short circuits. 

Meanwhile, five people were 
injured Monday in a fire that 
burned down a restaurant in 
Aaaba, a police report said. 
Jhe blaze started when gas 
leaking from a gas cylinder 
connected to a lit stove caught 
fire, the report said. 

“Apparently the gas cylinder 
was not tied firmly or had 
bends in it which caused the 
gas leakage," a CDD official 
told the Jordan Times. 

The five men, aged 20-30, 
were saved by a CDD rescue 
team and were listed in good to 
fair condition. 


Minister sees tourism as Jordan’s ‘oil’ 
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By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A developed 
tourism industry could and 
should become the country’s 
main source of hard curren- 
cy, according to Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Tones recently about plans to 
boost the tourism sector, in- 
cluding a public awareness 
blitz. Dr. Adwan said. 
“Tourism is our oil, and with 
proper vision and planning. 
Jordan can meet the present 
and future challenges of this 
industry." 

First, said the minister, 
M we want to educate our 
citizens on the importance of 
tourism," and one plan is to 
introduce tourism as a sub- 
ject in school curricula start- 
ing with the elementary level. 

Secondly, said Dr. Adwan. 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities is sponsoring a 
media campaign aimed at de- 
veloping citizen’s tourism 
appreciation in order to focus 
on how to accommodate 
tourists and provide them 
with the best services during 
their stay in the country. 


Here, the.- minister stressed 
the need for Jordanians to 
acknowledge their guests' 
different traditions in a way 
that would maintain the ba- 
lance of the host-guest rela- 
tionship" based on mutual 
respect." 

In coordination with Jor- 
dan Television (JTV). the 
ministry is also organising a 
15-part series on tourism in 
Jordan in which the import- 
ance of cleanliness would be 
emphasised. Dr. Adwan said. 
“Cleaning up the environ- 
ment is vital for ensuring a 
healthy atmosphere for both 
Jordanians and tourists 
alike," he added. 

On ideas for particular site 
development, he said that a 
committee has been formed 
to introduce plans for the 
development of the Dead Sea area 
and the south shore of 
Aqaba, which, the minister 
added, “should be available 
for the private sector to in- 
vest in the near future.” 

“We have to encourage the 
private sector to invest in ■ 
tourist facilities at the Dead 
Sea." said the minister, 
adding that there should be 
more emphasis in facilities , 
other than hotels such as 



Mohammad Adwan 


medical and transportation 
facilities. 1 ' Such services arc 
scarce in the tourism industry 
despite the abundance of 
hotels in the country, which 
are more than half vacant." 
Dr. Adwan explained. 

Outside assistance has also 
been offered to help promote 
Jordan as an “open 
musuem." 

In a recent meeting with 
French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet the en- 
voy offered Dr. Adwan a list 
of suggestions by the French 
government to invest in ex- 


cavations in the country’s 
tourist sites. 

Among the suggestions 
were tour guide training 
courses to be conducted by 
French experts in coopera- 
tion with the ministiy, orga- 
nising of exhibitions of the 
Kingdom's antiquities in 
Paris and providing higher 
education scholarships to stu- 
dents of the Institute of 
Archaeology at Yarmouk 
University. 

Mr. Bajolet told Dr. 
Adwan that the Louvre 
Museum in Paris was pre- 
pared to subsidise restoration 
work on tourist sites such as 
Jerash and Petra in exchange 
for the display of Jordan anti- 
quities at the famous French 
museum. 

In conclusion the minister 
stressed the urgency of the 
private sector's investing in 
the tourism industry, saying 
that the government's current 
financial situation does not 
allow for large investments in 
tourism projects. He added 
that a master plan is needed 
to facilitate such ventures and 
that the government is willing 
to provide the necessary reg- 
ulations to make the inves- 
tors' jobs easier. 


Swedes look to Jordan as gateway 


By Ion Atolls 

Sp^'al to die Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Although the 
Swedish government will con- 
tinue to adhere strictly to what 
the United Nations decides in 
regard to Iraq or any other 
issue, “it is my personal opin- 
ion that the time has come to 
reconsider lifting the sanc- 
tions," the head of the Swedish 
Trade Council (STQ team cur- 
rently visiting the Kingdom 
told the Jordan Times Tues- 
day. , 

"We look forward to the day 
when the Iraqi market will be 
opened up a^in, and Jordan 
__-n ■ j ‘ a aatewav tO 


wiD aid us as a gateway to 
market.' said Len- 


reach that market,’ said Len- 
nart GrandeHus. 


If the countries of the world 
wish to participate in rebuild- 
ing Iraq's infrastructure and 
guiding Iraq “in the right direc- 
tion," he explained, “then this 
cannot be done from outside 
the country." 

Mr. Grandelius said that his 
group was the first official or 
semi-official Swedish trade de- 
legation to visit the region in 
some time, “after the problems 
we’ve had here in the last two 
or three years." 

What had encouraged the 
STC to come at last, he ex- 
plained, was “the general acti- 
vities in the region at present," 
including the peace negotia- 
tions and the rebuilding of 
some of the region's markets. 

Jordan was also of interest to 


the STC because of its large 
poo! of skilled labourers and 
technical experts, he added. 

Amman (Jhamber of Com- 
merce (ACC) Vice-President 


Haydar Murad emphatically 
pointed out to STC delegation 


pointed out to STC delegation 
members that in 1993, Sweden 
exported almost $36 million 
worth of goods and services to 
Jordan, whereas Jordan’s ex- 
ports to Sweden totalled a 
mere $170,000. 

Mr. Murad, speaking during 
a meeting held between ACC 
members and the Swedish de- 
legation, said that in view of 
the vastly lopsided trade activ- 
ity between the two nations, 
“Sweden is required to find 
ways of increasing its imports 
from Jordan.” 


agreements as non-binding to 
the Jordanian people, and cull* 
for their annulment. 

2. Will exert alt possible 
efforts to ensure popular ex- 
pression of rejection c? sub- 
jugation to and normalisation 
with Israel. 

3. Calls on the Jordanian 
people everywhere to partici- 
pate in any term of expressing 
individually or collectively 
their total rejection and 
opposition to moves aimed at 
normalisation irith Israel the 
political, economic and cultu- 
ral levels. 

The statement, issued by the 
group naming itself the Popu- 
lar Arab- Jordanian Committee 
for Opposing Subjugation and 
Normalisation, stressed that 




The following listings are 
compiled from monthly bul- 
letins and the daily Arabic 
press. Readers are ad\ised to 
verify the listed time and 
place with the concerned in- 
stitutions. 


EXH1BEHDNS 


☆ Book exhibition and cultu- 
ral displays at She British 
Council (10:&8 a.m.-8:00 
p.m.). 

* Exhibition by Iraqi artist 
I Shawkat Al Rubaie at the 
I talian Language Centre 
(9:00 a.m. - 8:C0 p.m.) 
(Td. 669348). 


ft Exhibition of Lkefcaaa the 
traditional Japanese art of 
flower arranging at the 
Marriott Hotel. 


ft Exhibition of water colour 
paintings by artist Itab 
Hreib and snotbsr exhibi- 
tion of ceramics by Sajida 
Ehncshiekhi at Ain Art 
Gallery in Wadi Scorn 
(Td. 644451, 652823). 


ft Exhibition by artist Kehni 
El-Tonni at Baladna Art 
Gallery (Tel. 687598). 
ft Spring exhibition of 
“Artists Expressions in 
Wool," the Bani Hamids 
project of art works and 
rugs at the Jordan Con- 
tractors Association Build- 
ing in Abdoua (Te!. 
612169). 


ft “Spring Exhibition** 
(quilts, cushions, lemp 
shades, ...etc) at the 
Zawaideh vOla, opposite 
the Contractor’s Associa- 
tion in Abdoun (Tel. 
656172). 


ft Exhibition of silk printings 
by artist Souad Ncmch 
Akrouk at the Roys! 
Cultural Centre. 


Swedish Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Christian Bausch replied 
that this trade imbalance “is a 
problem to be deplored — but 
I think it is a problem which 
Jordan has with most Euro- 
pean countries”. 

Mr. Murad also called for 
the increased establishment of 
joint capital ventures between 
the two nation’s private sectors 
to match Sweden’s pioneering 
work in technical fields with 
Jordan's skilled labour pool. 

Mr, Grandelius told the Jor- 
dan Times that the STC had 
gone against typical foreign 
trade delegation procedures by 
bringing only seven repre- 
sentatives from some of 
Sweden's larger heavy indust- 
rial firms as part of its group. 


ft Exhibition of paintings by 
artists Walk! Sheet and 
Naxezn Homed at Alia Art 
Gallery (Tel. 639333). 
ft Art exhibition by Bashar 
Ibrahim at the Roja! 
Cultural Centre. 


ft Art exhibition by five 
Egyptian artists at Da rat 
Al Funun of the Abdul 
Hanseed Shots an Founda- 
tion in Jabal Lnweibdeh. 
Also showing “perma- 
nent” exhibition of 56 
Arab contemporary artists 
lTd. 64325172). 


ft Exhibition by artist 
Mohammad Mnhr&ddm 
at Ab'ad Art GaBerv. 


ARAB POETS 
GATHERING 


ft Poetry recital by Arab 
poets at the Phoenix Gal- 
lery for Art and Culture at 
7:00 p.m. (Tel. 69S2SI). 


j? 




the call was made with the 
purpose of and in a bid to rally 
support for the inalienable 
rights of the people of Pales- 
tine. protect the holy sites of 
Arabs and Muslims, and en- 
sure Arab rights to living freely 
and in security in their own 
homeland. 

Rejection of normalisation 
with the enemy, said the state- 
ment. is a demonstration of the 
Jordanian people’s solidarity 
with the Palestinian people 
who are struggling for their 
freedom and in support of the 
heroic and continuous intifada 
and also to safeguard the free- 
dom, security and sovereignty, 
fcrure and national unity of the 
Jordanian people. 

Denouncing what it termed 


the ongoing negotiations with 
the “Zionist-American 
enemy” and the agreements 
reached in Oslo and Cairo as 
well as the Jordan ian-Israeh 
common agenda as threatening 
to the Arab interests, the state- 
ment said it is the committee's 
deep convinction that the 
negotiations and the agree- 
ments represent a subjugation 
to the plots concocted by the 
United States and the Zionist 
enemy with the purpose of 
dominating the entire Arab re- 
gion and therefore they can 
only lead to ceding Arab reli- 
gious, national and natural 
rights, threaten the Arab exist- 
ence in Palestine and have 


far-reaching consequences 
throughout the Arab World. 


The statement said the 
agr eements with the “Israeli 
enemy” would open the way 
for a Zionist imperialist Middle 
East order substituting the un- 
ited Arab order. 

Referring to the Cairo 
accord signed by Palestinian 
and Israeli leaders last Thurs- 
day, the statement said that 
with the conclusion of this 
agreement the process of nor- 
malisation bad begun and dam- 
ages to the Arab interests are 
now felt. 

Such agreement, it added, 
was a dear demonstration of 
non-commitment on the part 
of the signatories to the attain- 
ment of a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 
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15 THE DRAWING OF LOTS 



to take place in camera by Jonteut TeleYfekm and the 
results will be published in the local press 
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law of jungle 


UNLIKE T22E public outrage sparked by the 
rspfi aaad anaaarder of an eight-year-old boy in 
Zareaa earner ftfeis year, reaction was mute to 
Ss aflg of 15-year-old Khawla, shot by her 
Sjmlfaer this week and countless, others before 
her ha the assume off • has come to be known 
as 4< faH3DflIy honour.” No remorse was felt by 
either SOaawla’s parents or members of her 
fiEaagjjy jnst as hardly a word was said about the 
earlier victhns of the long-listed Grimes of 
passsma. 

Khawla’s was the tenth reported case of its 
kod since the beginning of this year. Yet 
sympathy for the victims was nowhere la 
evidence in our society. While news of such 
Mings are being covered by Hie media, tinman 
rights organisations and women, movements 
sessaa also to completely ignore the issue. 

Crimes of honour, or passion, as they might 
be called in the West, involve the killing of 
worsen for suspected relationships with men. In 
almost all of the cases, these crimes are. 
cczunitted usually on the basis of rumours or 
&sy evidence. In the case of Khawla, the 
brother did not even bother to verify if she 
really fesd an affair. An anonymous letter that 
casKsssd his sister of Qfidt sexual contacts was a 
sa^dent alibi for him .to pull the trigger 
against her. 

The Sack of legal protection seems to encour- 
age the recurrence of such heinous acts. If- the 
was ueder 18 years of age, he would often 
fee transferred to a rehabilitation centre for two 
years. The kto would afterwards go scot free, 
without even the trace of a criminal record. 

Such killings occur at a time when human 
rights and democratic reforms arc sweeping the 
country. Repetitive calls to enhance the situa- 
tion of human rights do not seem to include the 
murder in cold blood of young girls, who might 
happen to be innocent of any wrong-doing. 

Not only the society is indifferent to the 
killing of innocent girls, but is giving a leeway 
to parents to encourage their children to 
commit crimes. Those who are capable of 
Ming their sisters without even feeling re- 
morse can easily become sworn murderers. 

If Jordanians at large are calling for more 
freedoms and more democracy, they should 
begin with rfiminating worn-out practices and 
fratricide for whatever reason. Amending the 
laws and introducing tougher legislation to 
combat crimes of this nature must be a priority 
in the country’s drive towards an improved 
situation of human rights and productive liv- 
ing. Just am case our lawmakers do not want to 
get near discussing a sensitive issue, however, 
the executive branch has to move in force to 
stop the sla^S--' % citizen, who takes the law 
In his own hands, is not a good -citizen. 
Unlawful acts have to be preempted, and where 
that is not possible, their perpetrators have to 
be severely punished. Plainly, the common 
of society should supercede dark-age 


&WBSS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday interpreted 
France's decision to halt its participation in the naval 
inspection of ships bound for Aqaba as a signal for Jordan to 
take up a more courageous stand and demand a total ban on 
such inspections at sea or by land. Tareq Masarweb said that 
Jordan hopes the French stand will be copied by China and 
Russia because the siege on Aqaba was causing the country 
severe economic losses. The naval blockade exercised on 
Aqaba is a kind of war activity launched by hostile forces 
against this country which, the writer said, should uphold His 
Majesty King Hussein’s decision firmly and refrain from 
participating in the peace talks until all forms of inspections 
end. It is regrettable that news about the extent of damage to 
the national economy was first heard from the shipping agents 
in Jordan rather than from the Foreign Ministry, and it is 
regrettable to see Jordanian representatives still attend some 
iofthe multilateral meetings of the peace process added Mr. 
'•Masarweh. What is also to be regretted is the fact that the sole 
superpower which is behind the siege of our port 
changed its mind about ending the inspections at sea following 
- a visit bv U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher to a 
' neighbouring Arab country that buys a lot of American fire 
works, said the writer. He said Jordan should take a brave 
stand vis-a-vis the siege on Aqaba which, he said, is clearly an 
American pressure and intimidation exercised against tne 

Kingdom. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami 6. Kbouri 


Yemen: symptoms, diseases and Range Rovers 


The fighting in Yemen, painful as it is to watch, cannot be 
assessed as a purely Yemeni phenomenon, in isolation of the 
wider trends that have defined the Middle East in the last 
quarter century. 

Ever since the civil war in Lebanon in 1975, we have 



paralysis 

government authorities and opponents. The last decade of the 
20th century has been a painful one for the Arab World, and 
the pain continues unabated. It has been manifested not only 
in armed confrontations and repeated waves of refugees, but 
also in several cases where democratic transformation was 
initiated and then halted or reversed. 

The Lebanese war in the late 1970s was viewed then as a 
tragic but isolated phenomenon, reflecting die unique cir- 
cumstances of the volatile mix of Lebanese ethnic and 
religious pluralism with the ramifications of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Tfane, however, has proved this perception wrong, for 
other Arab lands have successively suffered similar national 
grief. 

In the late 1970s, Syria experienced a violent internal revolt 
led by Islamis ts who engaged die government in a brutal 
military confrontation that resulted m teas of thousands of 
deaths, notably in the city of Hama. In Sudan, the civil strife 
has continued for over a decade, causing tremendous human 
suffering due to political disputes and drought. In Somalia, an 
entire country first fragmented into two parts, and then 
engaged in violent domestic strife that required international 
intervention. 

Kuwait was a particularly sad case of a country invaded and 
set afire by a neighb our in g Arab country, Iraq, whichin turn 
has suffered m as s ive destruction at tire hands of Western 
armies and a continu in g economic embargo. Iraq also hovers 
precariously on the edge of partition into northern, central and 
southern com p onents, its sovereignty effectively suspended in 
tiie north. 

Algeria, Tunisia and Egypt have all experienced significant 
domestic stress, with Islamists leading a cha ll e n ge to the power 
of the ruling authorities. A0 three states initiated democratic 
tran s formati ons in the 1980s, but all three have since polled 
back into the a pparent l y more c o mfo rt a ble tradition of 
au tocrati c rale. Libya was bombed by Western fences in the 
late 1980k and has since foundered, largely doe to the impact 
of the international sanctions resulting from die bombing of 
the Pan Am plane over Lockerbie. Morocco valiantly attempts 
to address its economic and political challenges, but continues 
to be sidetracked by die problem of die Western Sahara. 
Yemen experienced a violent internal struggle ra the south in 
the late 1980b, and now suffers the same problem on a 
nationwide scale. Djibouti and Mauritania, on die fringes of 
Aiabism but members of the Arab League, straggle along 
under severe economic and environmental pressures, ostens- 
ibly trying to adopt democratic systems while still suffering 
credibility problems due to the top-heavy nature of their 
domestic political power structures. 

There are many economic, political and social reasons why 
die Arab World in the last several decades has been 
characterised by recurring political violence, bat in almost 


every Arab country the same pattern can be traced. After 
independence, a small group of people unilaterally seizes 
power or is installed in power by the former colonial masters. 
Throughout the second half of this century, the small ruling 
elite — along with its cousins, friends and guards — tightens its 
grip on economic, military and political power. The traditional 
Arab social structure characterised by patriarchal, top-heavy 
relations among people is applied to the political system, 
which usually adopts a cult-tike hero-worshipping and deifica- 
tion of national leaders to the point not only of authoritarian- 
ism and political absurdity, but also of human degradation. 

The result is an unnatural and unsustainable cycle whereby 
individuals are told to freeze their rational functions and 
forfeit their God-given right to participate in decisions that 
determine their lives and the future prospects of their children. 
The modern Arab states that were carved out of the Middle 
Eastern landscape by Europe’s fading imperial powers at the 
start of this century have reached the end of the century in a 
rather precarious state; almost every single Arab country is 
hobbled by fragmentation of the wider Arab hinterland, 
suffers from deep population/resources imbalances, political 
stresses, and die pain of economic structural adjustment, and 
spends an unusually high percentage of its national budget on 
defence and security. 

In retrospect, the war in Lebanon in the 1970s was not an 
exceptional event; rather, it was a natural and inevitable 
consequence of all that had happened before in this century, 
and also a warning and a harbinger of what remained to 
happen in other, similarly distorted Arab lands — proud and 
ancient Arab lands where, in this bizarre century, people were 
educated but not allowed to express their thoughts; people 
were told they were free and independent, but had no say in 
selecting their national leaderships; people were told of the 
sacred importance of Arab national identity and unity, but 
most Arab countries scrambled individually to position them-' 
selves under the protection, if not the virtual sponsorship, of 
foreign powers. 

This pattern of skewed, strange statehood worked for a few 
decades after mid-century, but by die late 1970s it started to 
crumble — felled by the twin daggers of a) an insensitive and 
often brutal political order that denied the humanity of people 
who had endured on these lands for thousands of years, and b) 
the mortal impact of oil money that was unevenly shined in 
society, in direct proportion to the distribution of political 
power, resulting in growing suffering among the poor and the 
display of vulgar, largely unearned wealth by the rich. 

In such a context of national contortion and historical grief, 
it was not much of a surprise to watch Lebanese, Palestinians, 
Syrians, and Israelis fight one another with heavy cannon in 
Lebanon in the late 1970s, and then to see the United States 
Navy join in die shooting gallery and the sorrow of the mass 
burials. The sight of Arab warplanes and artillery bombing 
their own cities and people is no longer unusual in the Arab 
World. 

Yemen is only the latest episode of this ugly modern legacy 
— this legacy of states that don't work, of governments that 
have tittle credibility or legitimacy, of ordinary people who 
have to suffer the indignity of watching their leaders squander 
national wealth on imported military equipment that is largely 


us«d against domestic fees or Arab neighbours, and of an 
Arab rational identity that is writhing rn parn. uranU ing tobe 
pacified by the drags of emonoid joganeeimg and ti» 
Seating but false elbdrs of impo rted c omam g godias 
that have teen offered by most Arab governments end power 

'establishments in the last half a century. . . , . 

■ * — rivalries. 



revenues, or 

ideological differences. Never in this cen ^ 1 ^^ m ? 
found the right balance between its own cultural 
tribal organisation, and the demands of modern statehood. 
Yemen does not work well as a state because of its partition m 
colonial days, the post-colonial foreign dependency hangover 
in the south, the autocratic, usually inefficient gmmnacM 
systems in the north and south in recent decades, and the 
general incompatibility between the tribal, decentralised s ocial 
structure of the country and the republican, centrahsed nature 
of the political system it tried to adopt since 1990. 

Yemen is not alone in this respect. Most other Arab 

pmintrics share the similar status of floating bet ween then - own 

ancient cultural traditions and the made- m- Europe, post-1920 
national frontiers and political institutions that w ere han dedto 
them, if not imposed on them, earlier this century. The 
Western media largely describe the fighting in Yem en today as 
a civil war. It is far more than that. It is the latest episode m 
the long and continuing saga of an Arab regi on s eeking to 
overcome its post-colonial deformities, and to figure oat more 
sensible forms of statehood and political governance than th e 
forms that we have lived with for the past half a century. 
Yemen is not yet an expression of the solution — though the 
reconciliation document that both sides in Yemen signed in 
Amman earlier this year has some fascinating ideas about bow 
to forge a unified and democratic Yemen on the basis of 
ancient cultural, social and power patterns in that land. 

Yemen today is a reminder of oar most important and 
common Arab problem: dysfunctional statehood. Try as we 
may to hide it under a mountain of Coca Cola, football games, 
and Range Rovers, this fundamental Arab national flaw will 
return again and again to haunt us, to make ns fire our own 
missiles at our own cities in the name of freedom, brother- 
hood, and unity, and ultimately to dehumanise ns. The only 
tiling that hurts more than to watch the fighting in Yemen & 
the question that will not leave me: which Arab state will be 
next? Which Arab city will be bombed next by its own people? 
Until when will dysfunctional Arab statehood be aDow e d to 
persist in its nearly century-long display of immaturity, fear 
and violence? 

I doubt the Yemeni people in their streets and neighbour- 
hoods want this war to happen. Yet, it happens because in 
dysfunctional states leaders usually view tiie state and its 
people not as their trust, but as their property, as their fcif. 
The Yemeni war is a symptom of -a far wider disease that has 
plagued the Arab World for many decades. It makes tittle 
sense for us to express sorrow over the suffering of the Arab 
Nation if we are not willing to address tiie underlying disease 
— distorted governance, dysfunctional statehood — that 
causes the suffering. Yemen reminds us how difficult it is going 
to be to address these underlying problems, but also how 
urgent it is to do so. 


M.KAHIL 



N. Korea ‘reform’ for train riders’ eyes only 


By Jeffrey 


HUNCHUN, China — For 
embattled s t r o n gman Kim li- 
sting, the fast track to resus- 
citating North Korea's Stalin- 
ist economy starts in Man- 
churia, the industrial base 
and grain basket of northeast 
China. 

Early next year, hundreds 
of rich South Koreans will 
board a Chinese train in the 
bustling frontier town of 
Hunchun for a journey that 
has no precedent since the 
Korean Peninsula’s cold war 
division after World War n. 

Sealed in their carriages by 
customs officials, the capital- 
ist southerners will steam out 
across the icy Tumen River 
border and past North Ko- 
rean guards with AK-47 
rifles. 

For the next few hours they 
■will get their first glimpse of 
what for them is a frighten- 
ing, forbidden landscape — 
the Communist Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. 

Their passports will record 
only a trip to China, but their 
eyes will see sights forbidden 
to them for decades. 

“We think demand for 
these tours will be great,” 
said Manchurian railroad 
baron Liu Baisong, who. de- 
signed the deal as chairman 
of China's Shareholder-fi- 
nanced Northeast Asia Rail- 
way and Port Group. 

•'South Koreans are very 
curious about the north 
Mr. Liu said recently in 
Changchun, capital of the 


border province Jilin. 

Such passages woul d be 
impossible on the volatile ’ 
ter-Korean border, the 
world’s last cold war hot spot 
where tens of thousands of 
Korean and U.S. troops are 


the sleepy Tumen Riv- 
er border with China is a 
friendly frontier where Presi- 
dent Kim, inspired by dhe 
econo m ic necessity, has be- 
gan a cautious programme of 
Chinese-style “reform and 
opening op.'* 

The Chinese train fits Mr. 
Kim’s plans perfectly. 

Though it will stop briefly 
to unload coveted Chinese 
goods, it will not stop at 
Najin Port on the Sea of 
Japan but roll straight onto a 
ferry to South Korea or 
Japan. . . 

Technically, the South Ko- 
reans will not have set foot in 
the north — where both 
Koreas forbid them to go. 

But each traveller will give 
Pyongyang's shattered state 
coffers desperately needed, 
income: S8 a head under an 
unprecedented 50-year joint 
venture with China. 

Once in Japan or South 
Korea, the Chinese train will 
take on a new load of tourists 
for the reverse journey to 
Hunchun. 

Mr. Liu said the Chinese 
side was motivated as much 
by market necessity as by 
socialist good-neighbourli- 
ness. 

By encouraging North 
Korea’s opening up and capi- 
talising on its desperate need 


for cash, Mr. Liu said, China 
makes more secure its crucial 
rail access to Sea of Japan 
ports. 

China, whose territory 
ends 14 kilometres from the 
sea, is keen to export Man- 
churia's huge output of grain 
and industrial goods via 
North Korean and Russian 
ports. 

“China needs reliable rail 
access to the Sea of Japan,” 
Mr. Lin said. “The Koreans 
were happy to say yes be- 
cause this (tour train) is a 
source of hard currency for 
them." 

Mr. Liu, whose railway 
company is China's first to be 
funded by a public share 
issue, said the tour train is on 
track with China's pay-as- 
you-go “socialist market eco- 
nomy.” _. ._ 

Chinese trains already 
transship Chinese goods ana 
foreign imports, even South 
Korean cars, back and forth 
across North Korea between 
Tumen and Najin, which 
brings commissions for Pyon- 
gyang. But this is the first 
passenger train to bring third- 
country tourists into North 
Korea. 

Well-heeled South Korean 
tourists have been flooding 
the Tumen River region, long 
an ethnic Korean stronghold, 
since Beijing and Seoul ex- 
changed embassies in 1992. 

Mr. Liu is so confident the 
North Korean train will lure 
tens of thousands more that 
he is lining up financing, 
building a short rail link 
across tne Tumen, providing 


the trains and even refitting 
Najin port for train ferries. 

“We’re going to make a lot 
of money — more than North 
Korea will,” Mr. Liu said. 

His investments make 
sense in view of a 20-year, 
$30 billion push by the Un- 
ited Nations Development 
Programme to build a huge 
Tumen River delta economic 
development zone and free 
port on Chinese, Russian and 
North Korean land. 

Mr. Liu is confident an 
international train station 
and customs post his firm is 
building in Hunchun will be- 
come the transport hnb and 
communications centre for 
the Tumen zone, which is 
being promoted as “North 
Asia's Rotterdam." 

Chinese businessmen and 
officials in the border area 
say China's successful 15-year 
dalliance with market econo- 
mics is the envy of their 
North Korean counterparts. 

And they say China's 
strategy of nudging North 
Korea toward economic and 
political reform has begun to 
work. 

Under quiet but firm press- 
ure from Beijing — including 
a curtailment of cut-rate ship- 
ments of Chinese oil — Mr. 
Kim has promulgated seven 
reform laws to woo foreign 
investment. 

He has also set up several 
development areas, including 
the Najin-Sonbong free trade 
zone where China's tour 
trains will end their curious 
traverse of North Korea. 


‘Punish the victim, 
protect the guility’ 


By G.H. Jansen 

HEBRON — On the day that 
the international observer 
mission starts functioning in 
this town, its chances of suc- 
cess did not look that bright. 
Any sort of international su- 
pervision is a limitation on 
national sovereignty so that 
Israel has restricted the dura- 
tion of its mandate — to 
three months — and its pow- 
ers — unarmed observation 
but not intervention. 

Accordingly, after the mas- 
sacre in the Hebron Mosque, 
in which over 30 worshippers 
were gunned down by a fana- 
tical settler, the Israel gov- 
ernment imposed a curfew 
that lasted for seven weeks, 
not on the settlers but on the 
local Palestinians. That 
caused them great hardship. 

This volatile hilltop town, 
after all that has happened 
here following the massacre 
in the Ibrahimi mosque on 
Feb. 25, remains a fine exam- 
ple of how Israeli “justice" is 
dispensed between native 
Muslim Palestinians and fore- 
ign Jewish settlers. This is 
firmly based on twin princi- 
ples: punish the victim and 
protect the guilty. 

Thus in the small open 
space in front of the solid, 
windowless rectangular mos- 
que building, heaviiy armed 
Israeli soldiers chat with 
Israeli settlers in their infor- 
mal uniform of dark trousers, 
white short sleeved shirts, 
white skull caps with sub- 
machine guns slung over their 
shoulders, though it was pro- 
hibited to carry weapons in 
public in Hebron since the 
massacre. No adult Palesti- 
nians were to be seen, only 
schoolchildren, because all 
the Palestinian shops in the 
area have been ordered 
closed. The first task of the 
“temporary international 
presence in the city of Heb- 
ron" will be to restore this 
area to normal activity. The 
fruit and vegetable market 
nearby has been moved 
several kilometres away to 
(he new town near the muni- 
cipality. Israel has now de- 
cided to deny the observers 
access to Jewish areas in the 
centre of the town, the very 
areas where tension is high- 
est. And if Israel abides by 
this decision the monitoring 
group will be unable to carry 
out its mandate to restore the 
situation to “square-one." 

Restoring normality has 
also been complicated by the 
grey cement wall about 500 
yards long and six feet high 


between Palestinian and 
Israeli areas in what was a 
sensitive spot in the commer- 
cial centre of the city. This 
wall prevents merchants from 
opening their shops and car- 
rying on normal business acti- 
vities. 

The Israelis are also erect- 
ing fences inside the mosque 
that will dearly separate Jew- 
ish and Muslim worshippers 
who both frequent this holy 
spot. 

The guiding principle is 
clearly division, because 
there is going to be hostility 
rather than padfication or 
conciliation. 

The 60 observers who have 
100 support staff, mostly 
policemen dressed in white, 
will not be able to redress the 
balance between Israelis and 
Palestinians; because their 
foot and mobile patrols could 
not function effectively in the 
steep narrow streets of the 
congested central area; they 
will be patrolling between 3 
a.m. and 9 p.m. Although the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has portrayed 
the observers as a * 
tion force” they are nv.iuier a 
force nor will they be able to 
afford “protection" to 
Palestinians from Israeli sol- 
diers and settlers because 
they are not permitted to 
intervene in situations of con- 
flict between Palestinians and 
Israelis. Armed only with 
cameras and video camera, 
they can only record and re- 
port on Israeli activities. 

Notices in the local papers 
have asked people to report 
incidents to the observers. 
The sort of thing the obser- 
vers may have to deal with 
was visible on Saturday 
morning in an alleyway dose 
to the mosque: A bomb had 
been set off there a few hours 
earlier and soldiers and set- 
tlers were huddled around a 
second bomb which they 
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Ethnic cleansing in Jerusalem 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

MANY WESTERNERS, even 
those who are normally know- 
k<lgeab!e about Palestinian 
recent history, are under a 
misconception or have the 
impression that West Jeru- 
salem of former Palestine be- 
longs entirely to the Jews of 
Palestine. 

There were many inha- 
bited quarters and villages in 
West Jerusalem which be- 
longed to the Palestinian 
^rab people. Forty per cent 
of the lands situated there 
were owned by them and 20 
per cent owned by the Jews 
and the rest were owned and 
some are still owned by the 
Islamic Waqf (Muslim reli- 
gious trust) and Christian 
churches, monasteries and 
convents. Among the well- 
known Arab quarters in Wes; 
Jerusalem are Mamilla. Tal- 
bivya, Baqa* Al Foga, Baas' 
Al Tahta. Even, for example, 
in Jaffa Street and King 
George Street and in Mahina 
Yehuda quarter in the heart 
of West Jerusalem, many 
Arab families owned several 
buildings such as Shiber, 
Tan nous, Sansour and Kar- 
my families, to mention only 
a few. 

About 65,000 Palestinian 
Arabs were expelled from 
their own villages and homes 


West of Jerusalem as in Deir 
Yassin (in which the first 
Palestinian Arab holocaust 
was committed by the Jews in 
194$) and Ain Karim. Malha, 
Lifta, Sataf and many others. 
The Jews committed in effect 
ethnic cleansing in those 
areas. Hie Serbs of Bosnia 
are now emulating what the 
Jews did to the Arab popula- 
tion in Palestine in 194$ and 
thereafter. 

In 1967 the area of the 
Eastern Arab Jerusalem 
municipality was about 
37,000 dunums (a dunum is 
about 1,000 sqm.). After the 
occupation Israel annexed to 
East Jerusalem about 72,000 
dunums from the Palestinian 
territory by sheer confisca- 
tion, and unified East and 
West Jerusalem and declared 
it the eternal capital of Israel. 
The annexed territory con- 
sisted of fields and cultivated 
areas excluding the Palesti- 
nian inhabitants of those 
areas so as to ensure a Jewish 
majority in East Jerusalem. 
In effecr, due to the con- 
tinuous settlement building in 
that area, Israel has been 
able to effect serious demog- 
raphic changes which have 
consequently produced a 
Jewish majority to the detri- 
ment of the original Arab 
inhabitants. 

It is common knowledge 


that the actions of Israel in 
East Jerusalem contravene 
several LJ.N. resolutions pas- 
sed by the Security Council 
against the building of settle- 
ments and the demographic 
changes in East Jerusalem. 
But, as usual, Israel dis- 
carded those resolutions just 
as the Serbs of Bosnia turn a 
deaf ear to the U.N. resolu- 
tions and keep pursuing their 
national ambitions. 

It is undeniable that East 
Jerusalem is pan and parcel 
of the West Bank territory. 
The U.N. time and again 
recognised this status of Jeni- 
salem and the United 
States on several occasions in 
the past adhered to this sta- 
tus. It is regrettable that 
when the Security Council 
debated the massacre perpe- 
trated in the Hebron Mos- 
que. it appeared that the 
U.S. reserved its position 
with regard to the occupied 
character of East Jerusalem 
when the council had finally 
issued Resolution 907 conde- 
mning the massacre. It 
should be observed that the 
U.S. cannot retract from its 
often declared previous posi- 
tion, which is the correct one. 
And even if it did retract, 
such retraction will have no 
value whatsoever, factually 
or juridically. 


BBC joins French FM air 
wars in West Africa 


By Thalia Griffiths 

Reuter 

ABIDJAN — As new FM 
stations fight for listeners in 
cities all over Francophone 
Africa, the BBC has laun- 
ched its first African FM sta- 
tion in French to keep up 
with the competition. 

Everyone from market 
traders and taxi drivers look- 
ing for entertainment to poli- 
tical leaders checking what 
the new stations say about 
them is zapping from channel 
to channel. 

Radio France Interna- 
tionale ^RjFU £Kas led the. 
regional assault on FM, fokl 
lowed by Gabon-based Afri- 
ca Number One, a mainly 
music and sport station own- 
ed by French and Gabonese 
Interests. 

The British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) launched 
BBC Afrique FM on April 15 
in Ivory Coast's capital Abid- 
jan, where it also competes 
with joint French-Ivorian 
music venture Radio Nostal- 
gic for the ear of the city’s- 
rwo million people. 

“I listen to Africa Number 
One or the BBC. They have 
good African music. There’s 
too much French music on 
Nostalgic," said taxi driver 
AH Toure. 

The slick music, news and 

n programmes from weal- 
areign stations are a big 
challenge to national broad- 


casters. Ivorian Communica- 
tions Minister Daniele Boni- 
Clavcrie concedes there is a 
problem for state radio tele- 
vision Ivorienne (RTI). 

“We have to see it as an 
opportunity for RTT to meet 
its new challenges by doing a 
better job in its mission to 
inform and to animate rural 
development," she told the 
BBC in an interview to mark 
the launch. 

Paul Alfred Kadio, direc- 
tor of Radio Cote D'ivoiie, 
said many listeners switched 
between morning news prog- 
rammes at 6 a.m. on the 
BBC, 6:15 on RCI, and 6:30 
on RFI. 

“People zap channels like 
you do with television. No 
one stays on one station all 
day." 

The BBC and RFI are 
funded by taxpayers in Bri- 
tain and France respectively. 

Francophone countries are 
much more advanced in 
opening their airwaves than 
their Anglophone neigh- 
bours. 

Mr. Kadio sees the accept- 
ance of foreign, which usually 
means French, radio stations 
as pan of generally closer 
links between France and its 
former ooionies, but believes 
state radio has a very diffe- 
rent job from its foreign 
counterparts. 

“We are here to promote 
the national culture. We also 


serve a great many listeners 
who aren't in Abidjan and 
don't get any FM station," he 
said. 

“We don't have to race to 
give the news like the agen- 
cies and foreign radios. We 
can wait for the government 
to come up with information 
we can trust.” 

Ivorian state media played 
up assaults on Ivorian soccei 
fans in Ghana last October 
but virtually ignored revenge 
attacks in Ivory Coast in 
which the official toll was 25 
dead. 

RFTs launch in Abidjan 
last December, two days be- 
fore the death of President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, en- 
abled its correspondent to 
announce the news on FM 
before the national media', 
shocking many Ivorians. 

“When there were political 
protests in 1990, everyone 
was listening to RFI to find 
out what was happening right 
here in Abidjan," said jour- 
nalist Gnaka Lagoke. “Peo- 
ple listened for years on short 
wave because the news is less 
bad than on radio Cote D'i- 
vorie, and now it’s on FM it's 
much easier to pick up.” 

BBC Afrique FM broad- 
casts five hours daily of 
French Programmes, two 
hours a day of English, and 
hourly news bulletins. The 
remaining time is filled with 
music played automatically 
by a computer jukebox. 
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FROM RAGS TO RJCHES: Gazans, now Living 
in one of the world's most underdeveloped city. 


could see their lives transformed by the econo- 
mic prosperity that peace promises to bring to 


the area (AFP photo) 


Gaza, new Hong Kong of the Middle East? 


By Sami Ahoudi 
Reuter 

GAZA — Palestinian build- 
ing contractors, who antici- 
pated that Palestinian self- 
rule would bring back 
thousands of expatriate 
Palestinians, have been busy 
changing the skyline of the 
Gaza Strip. 

These same contractors 
helped build up Israel over 
the years, but they have been 
putting out of the Israeli mar- 
ket to join the largest wave of 
construction in Gaza in de- 
cades. 

“God willing, we will have 
peace and expatriates will 
start coming back looking for 
places to live," said Nahedd 
Asusi, 26, who runs one of 
Gaza's biggest construction 
firms. 

Gazan companies and 


wealthy Palestinians started 
erecting high-rise apartment 
buildings across the squalid 
coastal strip shortly after the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel 
signed a broad peace accord 
in Washington in September. 

Gazan investors said Israeli 
bans on buildings above six 
floors have been eased and 
20-storey structures are now 
climbing skyward. 

Low-rise private construc- 
tion and Israel’s confiscation 
of nearly 35 per cent of the 
land in Gaza, has created a 
land shortage and sent prices 
soaring to as high as Sl,400 a 
square metre in prime sites. 

A few years ago, the same 
land fetched about $900 per 
square metre. 

Six construction firms and 
several wealthy landowners 
are investing millions of dol- 


lars in apartment blocks in 
Gaza City and other parts of 
Gaza, which is better known 
for its cinder-block refugee 
camps. 

Contractors say more than 
10 buildings of over 10 
storeys are near completion 
while at least 30 more have 
been started or are planned. 

“Now we are taking it 
easy, working on one project 
at a time. Bnt once peace is 
achieved, we have the re- 
sources to take on five or 
even six projects at a time,” 
Mr. Asusi said. 

Prices, which run up to 
$60,000 for a three bedroom 
flat, are beyond most of 
Gaza’s one million Palesti- 
nians living in refugee camps 
and teeming towns. 

Gaza's misery and poverty 
have turned the region into a 


fertile recruiting ground for 
militan t Islamic groups like 
Hamas. It was here that the 
intifada or uprising against 
Israeli occupation began 
seven years agd. 

But Gazan builders are 
buoyant, saying wealthier 
Palestinians from the occu- 
pied West Bank were already 
showing interest. 

Critics say Gaza's creaking 
infrastructure is not keeping 
pace with the building boom. 
Palestinians say the delay in 
the peace talks — the Israeli 
pullout had been due to be 
completed by mid-April — 
held up work on roads, water 
and drains. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
signed the self-role accord on 
Gaza and the West Bank 


enclave of Jericho in Cairo on 
Wednesday, giving Palesti- 
nians their first taste of free- 
dom since the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

Gazans say that while most 
of the construction is by pri- 
vate investors, public con- 
struction by the Palestinian 
Housing Council, the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency and by the United 
States aid programme are 
also contributing to the build- 
ing boom. 

“We need thousands and 
thousands of housing units to 
provide adequate accom- 
modation to Palestinians in 
Gaza," said Bashir Dalloul, 
president of the Union of 
Arab Contractors in Gaza. 

“There is hope for a new 
Gaza, the new Hong Kong of 
the Middle East,” Mr. Dal- 
loul said. 







Gulf Oil Team Ford will be 
entering the 1994 Middle East rally 
championship with a world-class 
racing team and a brand new.highly- 
specialized"Group A"and "Group N' 1 
Ford Escort Cosworth. 
These sophisticated sports 
cars will be primed 
with Gulf Oil 
lubricants. 
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LONDON (R) — Current 
levels of physical demand 
should, support gold prices in 
their current $370-390 per 
ounce range until a new trend 
emerges, consultants Gold 
Fields Mineral Services Ltd 
(GFMS) stated in its “Gold 
1994” survey issued Tuesday. 

The factors likely to estab- 
lish a new trend are physical 
offtake, investment, central 
bank sales and producer hedg- 
ing, the survey said. 

GEMS Managing Director 
Stewart Murray said, “the 
reawakening of investor in- 
terest last year and the likeli- 
hood of a recovery in fabrica- 
tion demand this year, suggest 
that the market for gold bul- 
lion is unlikely to slip back into 
the torpor which characterised 


it in the two years prior to 
1993." 

Fairly fiat market activity so 
far this year could be seen as a 
“recuperation” after the “ex- 
cesses" of last year. 

A year ago the unusually 
high level of physical demand, 
mainly from the Far East, was 
indicating that prices were too 
low. The message now is more 
complex, the survey said. 

Flows of gold to the main 
Asian markets in the hirst quar- 
ter suggest they have adjusted 
to the new higher price level. 
Gold In March last year 
touched $326.10, its lowest 
level since December, 1985 
compared with around £380 
currently. 

“This resilience suggests that 
physical offtake currently pro- 


vides significant support for 
the price in the $370-5390 
range,” it stated. 

The local factors that 
weakened Asian demand last 
•year, particularly the Chinese 
austerity programme, might 
not be repeated in 1994, the 
survey added. Demand and 
prices would also be boosted if 
the developed countries suc- 
ceeded in following the United 
States out of recession. 

But there was a danger that 
if prices stayed flat rather than 
rising, they coukl begin to fall, 
especially if fears of higher 
inflation and disruption in 
South Africa proved ground- 
less, the survey said. 

But “... it is not impossi- 
ble... to imagine a global sce- 


nario of increasing economic 
uncertainty and political ten- 
sions which will provide fertile 
ground for investment in bul- 
lion, perhaps bringing in new 
players such as the mainstream 
mutual and pension fends,” 
according to die survey. 

Central banks' sales could be 
lower this year now that Cana- 
da — the largest seller last year 
— was cutting back sales, the 
banks seemed less inclined to 
dispose of their gold reserves 
than a year ago and most of the 
banks which sold then now had 
relatively small gold reserves, 
the survey said. 

“It would seem unlikely that 
official sales could reach a level 
the market cannot comfortably 
absorb,” it added. 


Hatavows tax reforms, deregulation 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata 
vowed Tuesday to draft con- 
crete plans in June to achieve 
tax reforms by the end of the 
year while pledging further 
steps to deregulate the eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Hata, in a policy speech 
to both houses of parliament, 
said economic reforms were 
crucial for reducing the na- 
tion’s record current account 
surplus of $130 billion and re- 
suming stalled trade talks with 
the United States. 

“Considering that criticism 
of the dosed nature of Japan's 
market continues unabated, it 
is important to make efforts, 
intending to achieve a phased 
reduction of the current 
account surplus, to change 
Japan's economic structure so 
that it is internationally harmo- 
nious,” the prime minister 
said. 

“We must change our way of 
thinking and, not because we 
are told by other nations but 
for our own good, we must 
take the initiative in promoting 
large-scale economic reforms, 
induding further improvement 
in market access centering on 
deregulation and other 
means,” be said. 

Mr. Hata, elected two weeks 
ago to head Japan's first 
minority government in 39 
years, said tax reforms were , , 
“an important matter which 
cannot be postponed” given 
the rapid ageing of Japanese 
society. 

Japan “must create a ba- 
lanced tax system to ensure 
fiscal sources to support tax 
reduction “while giving consid- 
eration to improving the fiscal 
structure which is in a truly 
dire state,” he said. 

The prime minister said his 
new government, appointed 


April 28, “will draft a concrete 
plan during June and will make 
maximum efforts to ensure 
that it realises tax reforms by 
the end of the year.” 

Mr. Hata promised to 
formulate the tax reforms with 
“respect” to the coalition's 
policy platform and past re- 
solutions in parliament, and 
the “understanding and coop- 
eration of all parties and 
groups.” 

It was not clear if this in- 
cluded the Social Democatic 
Party (SDP), which helped to 
draw up the coalition platform 
before storming out the gov- 
ernment two weeks ago. The 
party, the biggest group in the 
previous government of Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa, 
is strongly opposed to in- 
creased consumption taxes. 

Mr. Hata said delays in 
approving the budget for the 
fiscal year which started last 
month were “alarming,” not- 
ing that they “could threaten 
to interfere with the economic 
recovery and thereby have a 
serious impact on people’s 
lives.” 

“To further consolidate the 
steps toward economic recov- 
ery, 2 would like to strongly 
appeal for full cooperation in 
the earliest posable passage of 
the budget for the new fiscal 
year and of bills- and items 
already submitted,” he said. 

Mr. Hata called on the pri- 
vate sector to “take on new 
challenges and make invest- 
ments for the future’ 1 to help 
bring about sustainable econo- 
mic recovery. 

“I intend to do my utmost 
for the steady implementation 
of the various reforms — in- 
cluding economic reform, 
administrative reform, fiscal 
reform, tax reform and the 
promotion of decentralisation 


— proposed by the previous 
cabinet and still at an in- 
termediate stage,” the prime 
minister said. 

Mr. Hata vowed to cultivate 
new industries from a “new 
perspective,” specifically men- 
tioning the telecommunica- 
tions sector and 
environmentally-friendly in- 
dustries. He also pledged sup- 
port for small- and medium- 
sized industries while relaxing 
and abolishing various regula- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, the Economic 
Planning Agency (EPA) indi- 
cated in a monthly report 
Tuesday that Japan’s pro- 
longed economic slump 
appears to have entered its 
fourth year, making it the 
country’s longest downturn 
since World War II. 

“Hie Japanese economy is 
going through an adjustment 
phase and sluggishness con- 
tinues as a whole, although 
there are some bright move- 
ments,” said the report, which 
showed no major changes from 
its diagnosis the previous 
month. 

The phrase was identical to 
that used in the April report, 
which mentioned signs of re- 
covery for the first time in nine 
months. 

The latest report signalled 37 
successive months of -economic 
downturn, exceeding the pre- 
vious record of 36 months be- 
tween February 1980 and 
March 1983 when the Japanese 
economy was reeling from the 
second oil shock. 

The agency, however, was 
cautious in interpreting the 
latest report given that many of 
the conclusions were based on 
economic data for March. 

Yoshio Terasawa, the new 
director general of the Econo- 
mic Planning Agency, was 


more cautious. Asked repe- 
atedly by reporters whether 
the latest report confirmed that 
the economy was now in the 
longest slump since the war, he 
merely&id: “Economic condi- 
tions are very austere.” 

One agency official noted 
that the judgment on whether 
the economy has bottomed out 
or not usually lags at least six 
months from the time of up- 
turn. 

“We did not mean to say in 
the report that the recession 
has continued for 37 months,” 
another agency official said. 
“Some economists say the eco- 
nomy bottomed out in Octo- 
ber. But as far as the govern- 
ment’s judgment goes, we have 
not made any announcement 
yet.” 

The Economic Planning 
Agency has been extremely 
cautious in interpreting its 
monthly report ever since an 
agency chief jumped the gun 
early last year, announcing 
signs of recovery which subse- 
quently never materialised. 

In its latest report, the agen- 
cy said that the “bright move- 
ments" mentioned in April 
were limited again to certain 
areas in May. 

“1 don’t have a feeling that 
brightness is expanding furth- 
er,” an official seaid. “We 
need to assess carefully” future 
movements of the economy. 

Bright signs in the May re- 
port included an upturn in per- 
sonal spending and progress in 
inventory reduction. Corpo- 
rate sentiment towards the 
economy also appears to have 
stopped worsening, the agency 
said. 

But corporate earnings are 
continuing to drop, resulting in 
weak private-sector capital in- 
vestment, and industrial out- 
put remains sluggish. 


plans cuts in 
import tariff 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan plans to reduce its 
maximum import tariffs from 
(be existing 80 per cent to 35 
per cent over the next three 
financial years, officials said 

The tariff will be reduced to 
70 per cent in July at the start 
of the new financial year. It 
will be lowered in 45 per cent 
in 1995 and to 35 per cent in 
19%. 

Commerce Minister Mukh- 
tar Ahmad told a conference of 
local and foreign business ex- 
ecutives in Islamabad that 
Pakistan was "trying its best to 
integrate its economy and 
trade policies in the overall 
global economic and trading 
system." 


MONTESSORI OPEN DAY 

The Modem Montessoii School cordially invites you to come along and find out all you need 
to know about the MONTESSORI SYSTEM of Education , and how it can be of great benefit 
to your children and their particular needs , whether during their Kindergarten , Elementary , 
or High school years . 

We look forward to seeing you on Thursday May 12th 1994 between ( 3.30 p.m & 7.00 p.m) 
at the current school camous located in Shmdsani . ( for directions refer to map below ) 
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NEW YORK (R) — ATT 
Corp. said Monday it won a 
hotly contested $4 billion con- 
tract to greatly expand Saudi 
Arabia’s telephogesystem, the 
largest teleconunhuications 
contract ever granted outside 
of the United States. 

“After several months of in- 
tense and detailed analysis by 
our engineers of all the offers, 
ATT was chosen as the best, 
both technically and in cost,” 
Alawi Kayyal, minister of post, 
telegraph and telephone for 
Saudi Arabia, said in a state- 
ment released by ATT. 

Other foreign companies re- 
ported to be bidding for the 

contract included Sweden’s 
L.M. Ericsson Telefon A.B., 
Japan's NEC Corp. and North- 
ern Telecom Ltd of Canada. 

The project, known as the 


Telephone Expansion Project 
— 6 (TEP-6), calls for a felly 
digital communications net- 
work with 1.5 million lines, 
and thousands of components 
for switching, transmission, 
network management, fiber 
optics, wireless, civil works 
and training projects. 

The project, expected to be 
completed by the beginning of 
the next decade, will double 
the capacity of Saudi Arabia’s 
existing system and provide 
new local, toll, and interna- 
tional services to the entire 
kingdom. 

“We’ve worked with Saudi 
Arabia for 15 years on many 
projects and have supported 
the ministry’s efforts to pro- 
vide advanced communications 
to the kingdom,” ATT Chair- 
man Robert Alien said m the 


BBC, Pearson announce 
global TV alliance 


LONDON (R) — The British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) and the British media 
group Pearson PLC Tuesday 
announced a global alliance to 
expand their satellite- 
television interests throughout 
the world. 

“Our vision is of a BBC that 
maintains its central position at 
the heart of British broadcast- 
ing while at the same time, by 
virtue of its core values, be- 
comes a major world player In 
the new broadcasting mar- 
kets,” said John Birt. the 
BBC’s director-general, in a 
statement. 

“The alliance will provide a 
robust framework for a num- 
ber of joint ventures, each of 
which will be set up as an 
independent entity with its 
own market, and with other 
investing partners,” Pearson 
PLC said in a statement. 

Plans have already been 
agreed for the first of these 
ventures, which will encom- 
pass two pan-European chan- 
nels. 


A news and information 
channel will build on the 
BBCs World Service Televi- 
sion (WST) which currently 
broadcasts to audiences in 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East 
and Canada. 

A new entertainment chan- 
nel will replace the BBCs ex- 
isting general programming 
channel, which has teen offer- 
ing a satellite service, primarily 
for cable distribution, in 
Europe for some years, said 
Pearson. 

The first channel will be 
funded by advertising, the 
second by subscription and it is 
intended that both will be laun- 
ched by the end of the year. 

Neither channel will be 
licensed for distribution to 
viewers in Britain or Eire. 

Pearson’s growing media in- 
terests already included a share 
in British satellite television 
service BSKYB, British pro- 
duction bouse Thames Televi- 
sion and the Financial Times, 
Europe's leading business 
newspaper. 


High interest rates 
hit Turkish industry 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
businessmen, long used to 
breakneck growth, fear a bleak 
future in which high interest - 
rates and inflation may force 
firms to sack workers or go 
bust. 

Boom-laden warnings have 
been coming even from dose 
allies of Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller, such as Yalim Erez, 
head of the Turkish Union of 
Chambers and Bourses. 

"The financial crisis in the 
economy has now become a 
production crisis.” he told the 
union Tuesday. “The economy 
will see high inflation and 
stagflation unless steps are 
taken." 

Businessmen see a crunch 
looming when bank debt pay- 
ments fall due at the end of 
next month. 

“Real trouble will come in 
late June when businessmen 
start to repay three-months in- 
terest,” Memduh Hacioglu, 
former head of the Istanbul 
Chamber of Industry said. 
“Many firms will sink.” 

Sozer Ozel, chairman of. 
Ankara Chamber of Industry, 
echoed his view. “At least 70 
per cent of borrowers will fail 
to pay their debts. Unfortu- 
nately I am sure of it,” he told 
Reuters. 

Banks have teen cutting cre- 
dit lines to industry, opting to 
place their excess lira with the 


central bank on the interbank 
market at tempting overnight 
rates of over 300 per cent. 

Some top films are still able 
to borrow at annual rates of 
around 240 per cent to meet 
urgent cash needs. But many 
have cut spending and invest- 
ment, laid off workers or stop- 
ped operating. 

Mr. Ozel estimated that 
100,000 people had lost their 
jobs this year. Official figures 
put unemployment at 7.9 per 
cent in 1993. 

The central bank has kept its 
overnight borrowing rate high 
to keep the dollar in check. Its 
last experiment with rates be- 
low 100 per cent set off a dollar 
frenzy in early April. 

Officials said Ms. Ciller was 
insisting on high interest rates 
to defend the lira, despite the 
damage inflicted on industry. 

“I don’t see any reason for a 
decline in interest rates. The 
state’s cash need is continuing 
and the government keeps in- 
terest rates high to save tbe 
plira,” Mr. Ozel said. 

Key one-year deposit rates 
are now running at around 130 
per cent, outstripping 
wholesale price inflation which 
reached an all-time high of 
125.3 per cent last month. 

Officials have set a year-end 
target of 110 per cent for 
wholesale inflation, after last 
year’s 60.3 per cent. 





FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MAY II, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer . Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make sure that you know exactly 
what partners are expecting from 
you and take time to dear up any 
nrisanderstaixfiiigs that have de- 
veloped recently. Share a happy 
evening with friends. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make sure your regular activities 
are wisely scheduled and then 
cany through in a sensible man- 
ner to achieve maximum benefit. 
Be logical. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Obtain important information 
for a project you are interested in 
before you go ahead with defi- 
nite plans. Be wise. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If 
you handle routine duties in a 
modem manner, you gain be- 
nefits. Study a new plan before 
making any changes to try to 
enhance performance. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't neglect important 
tasks early in the day. Try to 
cooperate more with associates 
whom you are associated with. 
Strive for harmony. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2i) Be 
sure you don't take on any heavy 
expenditures of money in the 
evening. Allow time to engage in 
creative activities which benefit 
you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Postpone going ahead 
with a new interest you have in 


mind. Wait until a better time to 
proceed ahead. Evening is fine 
for recreation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Improve the foundation 
of your life so you can have more 
abundance in (he days ahead. 
Get rid of annoying conditions 
which frustrate you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Iron out any prob- 
lems with others in a quiet and 
tactful manner. Seek the com- 
pany of congenial friends for a 
wonderful time tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You have to 
use careful thought in handling 
monetary affairs today. Use your 
intuitive faculties for best results 
on a new project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Use a different atti- 
tude in handling a puzzling situa- 
tion and you get better results. 
Seek the company of friends 
tonight. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have hidden 
desires that need more study 
before you pursue them. Strive 
for increased happiness in what- 
ever is your activity. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Some of your friends may 
have problems so be sure to give 
a helpful hand. Show others you 
have practical wisdom on any 
mailer. 


statement 

“We wish to thank the gov- 
ernment of Saadi for trusting 
ATT with the task of bringing 
Saudi Arabia’s network to new 
levels as they enter- the 21st 
century,’* he said. 

Washington had lobbied 
heavily with the Saudis for the 
ATT deal. When Secretary of 
‘State Warren Christopher vi- 
sited the kingdom late last 
month, he asked the nation to 
consider granting ATT the $4 
billion contract. 

Even President Bill Clinton 
had urged Saudi King Fahd to 
take a look at the bid. 

Telephone industry analyst 
George Dellinger of Natwest 
Securities- W asfu ngton Analy- 
sis called tbe contract a major 
coup for ATT, the largest tele- 


phone company m the world. 

Tbe announcement tame af-, 

ter trading dosed on the New 
York Stock Exchange, where 
ATTs stock ended down 25 
cents at $51.75. 

The U.S. role in the Gulf 
war probably helped the 
American company with the 
bid, Mr. Dellinger said. 

Saudi Arabia last week also 
wrapped up talks to by $6 
billion in airplanes from 
Boeing Co. of Seattle and 
McDonnell Douglas Corp of 
SL Louis. 

Boeing is the dominant play- 
er in the world market for 
commercial jets, while 
McDonnell Douglas is number 
three behind Airbus Industrie, 
the European consortium that 
is being shut out of the deal. 


Australia banks 
on investment to 
haul down deficit 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia 
Tuesday unveiled a budget de- 
ficit reduction plan based on 
surging investment and faster 
economic growth. 

“We can confidently look 
forward to high rates of em- 
ployment and economic 
growth, falling unemployment, 
me continuance of low infla- 
tion and rising real wages and 
living standards,” Treasurer 
Ralph Willis told reporters. 

Defying financial market 
calls for stronger cuts in the 
government’s, annual budget, 
Mr. Willis said tbe 1994/95 
deficit, for the year beginning 
July, would be 11.7 trillion Au- 
stralian dollars ($8.4 billion), 
down from an expected 13.6 
billion Australian dollars ($9.8 
billion) in 1993/94. 

Annual economic growth at 
over four per cent, and the 
rising tax revenue it would 
bring, wonld haul, the deficit 
down to 4.8 billion Australian 
dollars ($3.5 bilHon). or just 
0.9 per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP), by 1996/97, 
Mr. Willis said. 

Australia’s GDP grew 3.7 
per cent in calendar 1993. 

Investment, which has been 


flat or falling since Australia’s 
1990-91 recession, is supposed 
to finally recover in the coming 
fiscal year, with Mr. Willis 
projecting 14.5 per cent growth 
to support his economic out- 
look. 

The treasurer announced lit- 
tle new spending and taxation, 
and said he expected financial 
markets would be satisfied by 
the promises of lower deficits 
in the late 1990s. 

“I think the markets will be 
pleased to see the out-year 
figures.” he told reporters. 

Prime Minister Paul Keating 
announced last week tbe gov- 
ernment's biggest new spend- 
ing plan — an unemployment 
relief programme costing 1.1 
billion Australian dollars ($790 
million) in 1996/97. 

The plan upset Australian 
financial markets, pushing 
bond yields higher and share 
prices lower as investors 
waited until Tuesday to see 
how the government would 
pay for it. 

Mr. Willis said Tuesday that 
stronger growth would pay for 
the plan, and the government 
could still marginally improve 
- o n ‘ i ts fiscal targets. . 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
OP byHewf Arnold and IttnArgirion 


Unscramble these four Jrenbtes, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the ceded fetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LOFTY LIBEL CARBON STUCCO 

Answer: What the amateur rocketeers called 
themselves — A ■BOOSTER* CLUB 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Henry Satzhandter 


ACROSS 
1 Com aSk 
6 Tempo 
ID SUeftad 
14 ’inferno" author 

15 Bfcfleal tend 

16 Waikiki's locale 

17 Mkleast rtfer 

18 Aslan staple 
10 Baby bed 

20 PnAiem-soMng 
process 

23 Retain 

24 Water: Sp. 

25 Moair abbr. 

28 Do Vie crawl 
30 Intertwine 
34 "To thine own 

— be true” 

36 God of km 

38 Covered with 
frost 

39 Probtam-soMng 
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43 Campus VIP . 

44 Abstract being 

45 Tax fffing 
47 Pass over 

49 That girt 

50 Vintage cars 
52 Nymph who 

loved Narassus 
54 Protriem-saMng 

59 MtSwsWpfee 

60 Butter substitute 

61 Broadcast 
63 Assist 

04 TV’s "L.— - 
66 Kkid of acflpsa 

66 Chums 

67 Bruce offlrm 
BSAntagonisi 

DOWN 

1 Govt ore. 

2 Em's offspring 

3 Lulu 
4Cookout 

treat 

5Sequence 

6 Swe ated 

7 kflne entrance 

8 Hot drink 

9 Gome kno view 


fieMnanMnSmaiiK 


10 Prominent 

person 
it Mem 

12 Tory's opponent 

13 Gist 

2f Staircase pan 
22 H.H. — (Saki) 

25 Fall bloomer 

26 Nemo's creator 

27 Express 
•*twie 8slf- 
settstaetton 

29 Hebrew lawgiver 

31 Memontte sect 

32 Perfume 

33 Lawn tool 

35 Certain artists 
37 Act of extortion 

40 Kentucky 

college 

41 In reserve 
46 Like sane 

mutual funds 
46 Catchword 
51 La — (French 
Bosotarart 
53 Sky hunter 
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Wfo^aPhona 

55 Stagger ■ 

secSxa 
S7 Shield border 
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Currency 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mirk 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currenj Unit 


* LSD ftr 5TG 


New Votk 
Cto « 
bir 9 / 5/94 

Tokyo 

Ctoc 

** 10/5/94 

J.49S0 

1.4945 

1.6540 

T. 659 1 

1.4105 

1.4175 

5.6720 

5.6935" 

102.85 

103.18 

1.1645 

1.1601 " 
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»■*•= 1 0/5/ 1994 

Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U-S- Dollar 

4 . 1300 

4.5600 

4.8800 

5.5600 

Sterling Pound 

4.8800 

5.0000 

5.0600 

5.6900 

Deutsche Marti 

5.0600 

4.8800 

4.8100 

4.8100 


3.7500 

3.7500 

3.7500 

3.7500 

5.5600 

ffffl! 

5.3800 

5 .3800 

2.0000 

2,0000 


2.3800 

I European Currency .Until 

5.7500 

5.5600 

5.5 600 

5.5600 
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Pradooa Metals 


USD/Oz 


382.30 


Metal 


7.50 I saw 


Data: 70/5/1994 


USD/Oz JD/Gm 


Camral Bank of Jordan Exdiangt Ran R altatt a 

. Dae 


u 10/5/7994 


Greek Drachma 
Cypriot Pound 


Lebanon’s political crisis 
hits foreign exchange market 


BEIRUT (R) — A deepening 
political crisis > n Lebanon has 
hit Beirut’s foreign exchange 
market, forcing the central 
bunk to sell millions of U.S. 
dollars for the first time in 
months, dealers said Tuesday. 

They said the central bank 
sold an estimated $30 million 
on Monday and $35 million 
more on Tuesday to stabilise 
the Lebanese lira at 1,689.50 to 
the dollar. 

The market reacted when 
news emerged on Monday 
morning of a row between 
President Elias Hrawi and 
Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri 
over changes in the cabinet, 
they said. 
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on the London Foreign Exchange 

US SI 00 costs 1.3790/00 

u.a. 1.6630/40 

1.8670/80 

1.4205/15 

34.21/25 

5.6960/10 

1588-2/9.7 

103.36/46 

7.7000/00 

7.2130/80 

6.5030/80 

rw, $1.4964/74 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


“For the first time in 
months, there is demand on the 
•dollar." one dealer said. 
“Depositors are worried the 
current crisis could lead to 
Hariri’s resignation thus 
jeopardising the economic re- 
covery.” 

Billionaire Hariri, who en- 
joys wide Arab and interna- 
tional support, is the driving 
force behind a programme to 
rebuild Lebanon from the 
ruins of a devastating 1975-90 
civil war. 

But the dealers were confi- 
dent the central bank would 
control the market regardless 
of how long it would take but 
on condition that the dispute is 


eventually resolved. 

•■The central bank will not 
allow things to get out of 
hand,” another banker said. 
“The size of its reserves is huge 
and would enable it to contain 
the situation as long as the 
crisis is resolved and Hariri 
stays.” 

The central bank’s foreign 
currencys reserves stood at 
S2.71 billion m the end of 
April, they totalled SI. 9 billion 
at the end of 1993 and SI .4 
billion at the end of 1992. 

The dollar's rate reached a 
record high of 2,800 liras be- 
fore Mr. Hariri came to power 
in October 1992. .It has fallen 
steadily since amid signs of an 
economy recovery. 


Egypt sees economic growth 
accelerating next year 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) - Follow** arc the 

and bullion marked Tuesday. 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
government expects the eco- 
nomy, helped by exports and a 
recovery in tourism, to grow 
4.5 per cent in the fiscal year 
1994/95. compared to 3.3 per 
cent in the current year which 
ends on June 30. 

A planning ministry docu- 
ment projects that gross 
domestic product nexL year will 
rise to 145.4 billion pounds 
($43 billion) at constant 1991/2 
prices from 139.1 billion ($41.2 
billion), the initial estimate for 
the current year. 

The target assumes tourism 
will bounce back from the 
effects of political violence by 
Muslim militants to earn the 
foreign currency equivalent of 
8.50 billion pounds ($2.51 bil- 
lion), against an estimated 7.14 
billion ($2. 1 1 billion) this year. 

The tourist industry has 
been hit hard by the Muslim 
militants, who have killed four 
foreigners and injured 30 in the 
attacks over the past three 
years. 

Because of the attacks, earn- 
ings from tourism this year are 
expected to fail 18.2 per cent, 
from 7.92 billion pounds ($2.34 


billion) in the fiscal year 1992/ 
3. 

The document says the esti- 
mates for tourism earnings 
next year take into account 
“the reality of the situation... 
so that the plan will not be 
subject to any financing con- 
vulsions." 

The plan for next year also 
assumes a 15.6 per cent in- 
crease in the value of commod- 
ity exports, to 16.3 billion 
pounds ($4.8 billion) from 14.1 
billion (S4.2 billion) this year. 

The value of imports would 
rise more slowly, to 39. 1 billion 
pounds (SI 1.6 billion) from 
38.1 billion ($11.3 billion). 

Although the trade deficit 
would remain large, the overall 
balance of payments would in- 
crease. to 10.8 billion pounds 
(S3.2 billion) against 7.8 billion 
($2.3 billion) this year, it said. 

The plan predicts that the 
private sector's contribution to 
GDP will continue to increase, 
from 61.3 per cent in 1992/3 to 
61.9 per cent in 19934-4 and 
62.6 per cent in 1994/5. 

The government has recent- 
ly accelerated its privatisation 


^liugramme. completing the 
sale of two state companies 
and offering many more to 
private investors. 

The plan said unemploy- 
ment, one of the government's 
main concerns in its fight 
against Muslim militancy, 
would fall to 9.4 per cent from 
9.8 per cent in the current 
year. 

The plan gives no dear sig- 
nal on the government's policy 
on the exchange rate for the 
Egyptian pound, which has 
been stable against the U.S. 
dollar for the past three years. 

Because pound inflation has 
been much higher than dollar 
inflation, some economists say 
the pound is now overvalued. 

The plan says one principle 
in the government’s monetary 
policy will be “to monitor the 
foreign exchange market in a 
way which ensures the prevail- 
ing rate is realistic and to rein- 
force the foreign currency re- 
serves held by the central 
bank.” 

It also says that policy is “to 
continue to preserve the ex- 
changer rate through the forces 
of supply and demand.” 


UAE rule 
on large 
exposures 
to take time 
— bankers 

ABU DHABI (R) — Banks in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) have won some unex- 
pected breathing space to com- 
ply with new rales which limit 
their lending activities, bank- 
ers and officials said. 

Banks were expected to 
show in their 1994 first quarter 
results some compliance with 
the new rules intended to cut 
down on risky exposures from 
Jan. 1. 

But bankers said officials 
said the UAE central bank has 
not yet issued revisions it 
promised last December in re- 
sponse to protests by banks 
which feared they would lose 
business at a time when the 
local economy was booming. 

“The intention was to’ issue 
it to be clear where the rules 
are. Now there is a question 
mark... about where we must 
comply,” said one senior bank- 
er. 

“It’s a matter of wait and 
see,” a banker said. 

Bankers have written to the 
central bank to ask about the 
amended guidelines. 

The UAE central bank said 
Tuesday its board of directors 
met Monday to review first 
quarter results of all banks. 

The results of the 19 local 
and 27 foreign banks were ex- 
pected to show some banks 
were already adhering to the 
new lending limits, which have 
a grace period to the end of 
1995. 

One UAE government offi- 
cial said he “did not think they 
(first quarter results) re- 
flected" adherence to the 
limits. Central bank officials 
declined to comment. 

“(The central bank) said ; 
revised version would be sent 
out and this has not been sent 
out. That's why it is not so 1 
insistent that they stick to it 
yet,” he said. 

A number of foreign and 
local banks have raised their 
capital since January to con- 
tinue the pace of lending while 
still meeting the new require- 
ments. 


Jordanian public 
shareholding firms 

distribute JD 76m 
in cash dividends 

By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Public shareholding companies listed at the 
organised market of the Amman Financial Market (AFM) 
posted a total net income after taxes of JD 160.6 million at the 
end of 1993. The amount is 3.6 per cent higher than the JD 155.0 
million figure recorded at the end of 1992. 

According to the AFM's Monthly Statistical Bulletin for 
March, the companies raised their cash dividends by 4.9 per cent 
to JD 76.0 million for 1993, compared with JD 72.5 million in 
1992. 

Banks and finance sector 

The banks and finance sector registered the highest increase 
having boosted net income after taxes from JD 79.7 million for 
1993 to JD 84.2 million in 1993. The rise translates into a 5.5 per 
cent growth. 

As such, the banks and finance sector increased cash dividends 
by 10 per cent raising them from JD 21.9 million for 1992 to JD 
24.1 million for 1993. 

Industrial sector 

The industrial sector raised its net income after taxes from JD 
61.9 million in 1992 to JD 62.5 million in 1993 but the cash 
dividend went up by only JD 350,000 to JD 43.6 million in 1993. 

Insurance sector 

Net income after taxes of insurance companies improved only 
slightly last year as the total, at JD 5.6 million, was JD 133,276 
above the 1992 figure. 

However, insurance companies gave JD 3.5 million in cash 
dividends for 1993 compared to JD 3.3 million for 1992. 

Services sector 

Public shareholding companies in this sector posted JD 8.3 
million in net income after taxes in 1993 compared to JD 7.9 
million in 1992. 

The 5.1 per cent increase in net income was, however, 
countered by a 20 per cent increase in cash dividends as the 
amount in 1993 stood at JD 4.8 million compared to JD 4.0 
mfllion in 1992. 

A quick review of the overall profitability of public sharehold- 
ing companies listed at the AFM shows that in 1989 the gross net 
income after taxes was JD 171.7 million. The figures went down 
in the following, two years — JD 171.0 million in 1990 and JD 
151.5 million in 1991. 

The profitability started improving again in 1992 when net 
income rose to JD 155.0 million and later, in 1993, to JD 160.6 
million. 

Despite the fluctuating net income figures, cash dividends 
have been on the rise since 1989 — from JD 43.8 million to JD 
57.7 million (*90), JD 65.0 million (*91), JD 72.5 million (*92) 
and JD 76.0 million in 1993. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


RftCKMG, MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, OOOfl-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 


La vie Beauty 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 
, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use the best Preach Cosmetice 



The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCup SA94 


RESTAURANT 


Re;il Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


SfiQR^S P Ug 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazes 
are ahvavs 1 J.D. Each 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Sweiftyeh. 

81669 


femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 
Urn Uihainah - Tel.: 661217 
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Open nightly 

FMmM 0 P.il to 340 AIL 
Tuesday rtmifi 

Td: 685211 Fax:61777? . 

Middle East Hotri - Shmcaam 




he Cisssiest Of 
The Classiest 


_ jlu. yjji 

Intl-Cirdr ■ Jabal Amman 

upp. French loaf 

Tel.653482 Jjit 



IIAIMITEL 
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Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Ekpatriatenend 
Businessmen 


f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3-JO p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall / 



12 am *v. Late 


ISTiF.'OVTiSiKTV, 
I tlf. 


MuxsVBasindAparmts ; 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 



Check Cur 
Spring Program 


Club Restourant 


, ii'i\ vJj - M I . ft I M(> 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabat Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TrinnrayliaMlIaMt 

Open daily 1 2:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7-/Y1 Mi/ini oiit 


$381.40/381.80 


SELECT HOTEL 


© Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 



Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel. 637 . 1 01/637 102 



SOCK UMM LTHAINA 
AMMAN TEL. 8159S" 


The lissr l*' 
Indian Ci isine. 




t >1*1 J-'i.u 1.1 '-‘•II \ U 

For reservations can 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

six* 30% torpor 

• Froa ealarge- 
BMHXC 20 X 30 cm 

Shmdsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh id: 823891 


CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chimes* Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 




Takm awagr Is mvmibMm 

Shot AMnb Sheet 
Um Uihainah Ccrmardal Cores 

TeU 861174 
Cect Tasted Always Loved 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 
Professional Technicians 


AVIS 



699-420 ! 


•00* 

FT or Redaurant 

You Know 

Par Przzas&Sandwidits 

Now Tin The 

Italian Pasta 

fflekuc* Way 
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» Iforld News 


Hata begs 
parliament 
for time 


TOKYO (R) — Tsutomu 
Hata, Japan’s new minority 
prime minister, made a desper- 
ate appeal to parliament Tues- 
day to save political reforms 
enacted this year but now in 
jeopardy because of the real 
threat of snap elections. 

In his first policy speech, 
Mr. Hata urged a belligerent 
opposition to support his weak 
government long enough to set 
op a new electoral system, 
centrepiece of an anti- 
corruption reform package 
approved in January after five 
years of preparation. 

“We cannot allow the steady 
flame of political reform to be 
extinguished," said an earnest- 
looking Hata. “1 am deter- 
mined to continue to pursue it 
as an issue of the highest prior- 
ity.” 

The 58-year-old Hata, head 
of Japan's first minority gov- 
ernment since 1955, said he 
planned soon to submit legisla- 
tion to redraw the electoral 


map. 

That would pave the way for 
elections for new single-seat 
districts, reducing the need for 
the lavish campaign spending 
that is seen as the root cause of 
rampant political graft. 

“The new cabinet... will 
p ro mptly submit the related 
(redistrictipg) bills to parlia- 
ment and will strive to enact 
them as early as possible so 
that the next general election 
can be held under the new 
system,” Mr. Hata said. 

It is generally accepted that 
elections under the old multi- 
seat system would be tanta- 
mount to erasing the reforms. 

The two largest opposition 
groups — the once-ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) and the Socialist Party 
— have already «aid they re- 
serve the right to topple Mr. 
Hata by submitting a no- 
confidence morion after parlia- 
ment passes the 1994/95 state 
budget, due to have gone into 
effect on April. 

Mr. Hata took over as prime 
minister from Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa, who resigned on April 8 
over a personal loans scandal. 
That development sparked a 
crisis in the then-majority 
coalition, which battled for 
three weeks over policies and 
personalities before agreeing 
to support Mr. Hata for the 
leadership post. 

Just hours after parliament 
approved his appointment the 
Socialists, the largest coalition 
partner, defected and stripped 
foe new prime minister of his 
ruling majority. 


Mr. Hata finally formed a 
minority cabinet on April 28 
after fading to lure badt foe 
Socialists, only to be hit with a 
new crisis — foe resignation of 
a cabinet minister over con- 
troversial remarks about 
Worid War H winch infuriated 
Asian neighbours. 

“I would — like to take this 
opportunity to renew foe rec- 
ognition that Japan's past ac- 
tions, including aggression and 
coiooial rule, caused unbear- 
able suffering and sorrow for 
many people,” Mr. Hata said 
in bis policy speech. 

Justice Minister Sbigeto 
Nagano had sparked outrage in 
China and South Korea by 
denying in an interview that 
Japan was a wartime aggressor 
or that the 1937 rape of Nank- 
ing (Nanjing), in which tens of 
thousands of Chinese civilians 
were murdered, really took 
place. 

Mr. Hata promised the state 
would teach future Japanese 
generations the facts of their 
country's war crimes. 

The Nagano affair reflected 
badly on Mr. Hata. The LDP 
and the Socialists said they 
would now demand that he 
publicly explain how be came 
to appoint the unrepentant 
World War n veteran and 
post-war army chief of staff to 
the cabinet. 

Mr. Hata, seeking to allay 
revived suspicions about a 
possible resurgence of 
Japanese militarism, promised 
Asian countries Tuesday that 
Tokyo was deeply committed 
to the path of peace. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
Mr. Hata would send a mes- 
sage to Chinese Premier Li 
Peng, South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam and other 
Asian and European govern- 
ments, apologising for Mr. 
Nagano’s “regrettable” re- 
marks. 

The prime minister told par- 
liament the Nagano incident 
had shown that, almost 50 
years after the war's end, 
"great scars remain even today 
in foe hearts of the peoples of 
neighbouring countries.” 

Pledging to communicate 
the solemn admission to future 
generations, Mr. Hata added: 
"TTie path which Japan must 
take, based on its deep re- 
morse, is to do its utmost 
towards the creation of peace 
and towards the construction 
of a bright friture for the Asia- 
Pacific region. 


U.N. reports Muslim 
buildup near Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
government forces have de- 
ployed artillery and troops in a 
demilitarised zone of Mount 
Igman south of Sarajevo, U.N. 
peacekeepers said Tuesday. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) complained to foe Un- 
ited Nations Protection Force 
(UNFROFOR) last week that 
it feared attack from the 
strategic Muslim hill. 

The United Nations angered 
the Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment and die United States 
when it allowed six BSA tanks 
to cross the weapons-exdusion 
zone around Sarajevo to bols- 
ter Serb defences near Igman. 

UNPROFOR spokesman 
Eric Chaperon told reporters: 
“TTiere is reinforcement of 
artillery and troops by the 
(government) side but we 
don't have any indication of 
their intentions for the mo- 
ment” 

U.N. sources were also 
alarmed by increased fighting 
between Muslim and Serb 
Ibices north of Sarajevo in 
towns cm the southern run of 
the important Muslim-held 
Tuzla enclave. 

They said this was the like- 
liest theatre for the next round 
of fighting in the two-year-old 


civil war which foe Muslims 
appeared determined to con- 
tinue despite the Serbs’ milit- 
ary superiority. 

The sources said die town of 
Vares, Kladanj and Okrvo, 
which lie on the main road to 
Tuzla from Muslim possessions 
in central Bosnia, were volatile 
with modest Muslim offensives 
and Serb shelling of foe route. 

U.N. peacekeepers now be- 
lieve that reports of an im- 
pending battle between Mus- 
lims and Serbs around Brcko 
for possession of a Serb-held 
corridor across northern Bos- 
nia were a diversion from the 
activity closer to Sarajevo. 

The impression has been 
reinforced by the Serb decision 
to allow U.N. military obser- 
vers into foe area, unlikely if a 
big offensive were imminent. 

Maj. Chaperon said the 
U.N. was still trying to per- 
suade the Bosnian Serbs to 
withdraw up to 150 soldiers 
wearing police uniforms from a 
three kilometres exclusion 
zone around foe Muslim town 
of Gorazde east of Sarajevo. 

The “police” have remained 
since the withdrawal of BSA 
heavy weapons from the U.N.- 
designated “safe area” after 
foe United Nations, backed by 


foe threat of air strikes, negoti- 
ated a ceasefire. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic promised last 
week that foe “police” would 
leave but Maj. Chaperon said; 
“We don't don't know when 
the withdrawal will take 
place.” 

The commander of U.N. 
peacekeeping troops in 
Gorazde said be believed the 
Serbs were still hiding heavy 
weapons in a broader 20- 
kilometre exclusion zone 
around it despite a govern- 
ment refusal to take part in 
peace talks until they leave. 

The United Nations re- 
ported fighting Monday in the 
northwestern Bihac pocket be- 
tween Bosnian government 
forces and Muslim fighters 
loyal to breakaway leader Fik- 
ret Abdic who is backed by 
Serbs. 

Military observers said both 
rides suffered casualties in 
heavy exchanges of mortar, 
machinegun and small- arms 
fire. 

Meanwhile, the Croatian 
News Agency (HINA) said 
Thesday tire European Union 
will take over administration of 
the divided southern Bosnian 
city of Mostar in June. 


Rwanda rebels advance on 
Kigali; U.N. soldier killed 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Rebels advanced steadily in 
Rwanda’s capital Tuesday in 
fierce, dose-quarter combat 
that appeared to be street-to- 
street in some parts erf Ki gali . 

It appeared the capital 
would fall in a matter of days 
to rebels who are encoding 
government positions around 
Kigali and positing deeper into 
the city centre, said a U.N. 
official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

Rebels were gpming ground 
with infantry assaults behind 
punishing barrages of heavy 
artillery and mortar fire. 

“There was a heavy ex- 
change of artillery and mortar 
fire overnight and this morn- 
ing,” U.N. spokesman Abdul 
Kabia said by telephone from 
Kigali. 

The intense shelling from 
both rides blocked delivery erf 
food and water to thousands of 
refugees living under U.N. 
protection because of the 
month-long bloodbath in.' 
Rwanda between majority 
Hutus and minority Tm 

The mainly Tutri rebels also 
continued to advance Tuesday 
on Ruhengeri, 45 miles (65 
kOometres) northwest of Kigali 
despite stiff resistance by 
Hutu-led go v er n ment troops. 

The U.N. official said rebels 
have taken Bugasera, 15 miles 
(25 kflometres) southeast erf 
Mgali, and the insurgent drive 
toward the south appears to 
have stalled wfnVe they consoli- 
date their gains. 

A Ghanaian U.N. soldier 
was killed Monday by a mortar 
round that hit the National 
Stadium where 3,000 displaced 
people are sheltered tty the 
United Nations. 

Mr. Kabia said another 
round slammed into foe civi- 
lian Kigali hospital. He said 
the U.N. did not yet know how 
many were killed or injured by 
the blast 

Rebels lobbed mortar round 


after mortar round into 
Kanombe camp, where three 
heavily armed battalions of 
government troops were in 
danger of being encoded and 
cut off. 

Mr. Kabia said an ammuni- 
tion dump at foe camp was hit 
and heavily damaged in 
thunderous explosions. 

Brig. Gen. Romeo Dallaire, 
the rgnwtian u.N. force com- 
mander, scheduled meetings 
with both rides Tuesday to 
discuss terms for a ceasefire. 

“There is hope for a cease- 
fire, but not Immediately,” 
said Mr. Kabia. 

The rebels have said they 
will fight on to oust what they 
consider an illegal g o v er nm ent 
and to end the ethnic massacre 
in government and militia con- 
trolled ter ri t or y. 

Militiamen, who are re- 
sponsible for much of the 
ethnic butchery, still control 
sections of the capitaL 

An estimated 100,000 to 
200,000 people have been kil- 
led in Rwanda, most of them 
civilians slaughtered because 
of their Hutu or Tutsi ethnic- 
ity, according to foe United 
Nations and aid groups. About 
1.3 million people have fled 
their homes. 

The fighting and massacres 
began after the presidents of 
Rwanda and neighbouring 
Burundi, both Hutus, died in a 
suspicious plane crash at Kigali 
on April 6. 

Mr. Kabia said the chief of 
staff of the Tanzanian Armed 
Forces, Gen. Robert Mbomba, 
warned both sides in the 
Rwandan conflict Monday that 
any movement into Tanzania 
or any effort to damage the 
bridge linking the two countries 
at Rusumo Falls would be con- 
sidered an act of war. 

About a quarter of a millioa 
Rwandan refugees fled across 
that bridge in 24 hours late last 
mouth to escape the savagery 
in Rwanda. 


N. Korea hints at easing 
of nuclear fuel dispute 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea has pulled back from a 
threat to cany out the con- 
troversial replacement of nuc- 
lear fuel rods without the pre- 
sence of international moni- 
tors, officials and press reports 
said Tuesday. 

Pyongyang had rejected In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) demands for 
experts to test the fuel rods to 
settle a dispute on whether 
North Korea has developed its 
own nuclear bomb. 

But North Korea appears to 
have responded favourably to 
U.S. mediation in foe dispute 
over outside sampling. South 
Korean Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials said. 

The crisis has grown over 
North Korea’s threat to re- 
place fuel rods at foe Yoog- 
byon nuclear complex without 
outside monitoring. 

The fuel rod operation 
appears imminent, and South 
Korean officials have 
threatened to discuss sanctions 
with Washington unless the 
Stalinist North allows sam- 
pling- . . . 

The IAEA said last Friday it 
would not send monitors un- 
less they could test to see 
whether fissile material had 
been diverted for military pur- 
poses. 

In talks Tuesday in New 
York, Washington pressed 


North Korea to delay changing 
the rods, the South’s national 
Yonbap News Agency said. 

“There is a possibility of 
finding a breakthrough in their 
negotiations,” Yonbap quoted 
a diplomatic source in 
Washington as saying. 

Pyongyang also showed wil- 
lingness to allow additional 
nuclear checks and change film 
in surveillance equipment. But 
North Korean officials re- 
mained opposed to allowing 
inspectors to collect samples. 

“Therefore, the two sides 
could be seeking a compromise 
on this point,” an official 
source said, adding that the 
U.S. side also pressed foe 
IAEA to reopen negotiations 
with North Korea on the send- 
ing of an inspection team. 

The nuclear issue could be 
referred back to the U.N. 
Security Council if Pyongyang 
and the IAEA foil to agree on 
nuclear inspections this week. 

In Tuesday’s contacts, U.S. 
officials stressed that high-level 
talks between Pyongyang and 
^Washington could be broken 
off if IAEA inspectors were 
not present at the changing of 
rods, Yonhap said. 

Meanwhile, China is press- 
ing ahead with efforts to medi- 
ate the nuclear dispute on the 
Korean peninsula, South Ko- 
rean news reports said Tues- 
day. 


Balladur 

differs from 

Mitterrand 

on nuclear 
weapons 


PARIS (R) — Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur, distancing 
himself from President Fran- 
cos Mitterrand, said Tuesday 
that France would not sign a 
nuclear test ban treaty as long 
as it felt a need to carry out 
new weapons tests. 

“We will not sign any final 
test ban as long as we feel 
(further) tests are essential to 
die technical credibility of our 
nuclear deterrent force,” Mr. 
Balladur told students at die 
National Defence Studies In- 
stitute; 

Mr. Mfttenand suspended 
underground nuclear tests at 
foe South Pacific Muiuroa 
Atoll in April 1992. The Un- 
ited States, Russia and Britain 
have since followed suit. 

The Socialist president, 
whose term expires next year, 
said last week there would be 
no new nuclear tests as long as 
be was in office and predicted 
that worid opinion would pre- 
vent his successors from re- 
suming blasts. 

Mr. Balladur, a conservative 
Ganflist, said France would 
only sign a test ban treaty if all 
countries befieved to have nuc- 
lear weapons or the capacity to 
produce them signed along 
vrifo the recognised nuclear 
powers — the United States, 
Russia, China, Britain and 
Finance. 

He gave no examples but 
appeared to be referring to 
countries such as Israel, India, 
Pakistan and South Africa. 

Mr. Balladur said France 
wanted to halt nudear prolif- 
eration and favoured a test ban 
in the future but that the ban 
must “concern all and be inter- 
nationally verifiable.” 

A posable res ump tion of 
tests was not incompatible with 
French participation in nego- 
tiations, due to start shortly in 
Geneva, to draw up a test ban 
treaty, he said. 

Mr. Balladur said France 
opposed linking a test ban trea- 
ty to foe signing of a new 
non-proliferation treaty next 
year as the United States 
would prefer. 
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Reporter files 
$171m police 
brutality lawsuit 


K 
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WASHINGTON. (AP) 
reporter for foe Washington 
Post filed a $171 million law- 
.suit against foe District of Col- 
umbia government and Police **2 
Department Monday, alleging^ 
two police officere injured him ^ 
and violated his constitutional ^ 
right to gather news. In docu-,^* 
ments filed in U.S. District 


Court. Brian Mooar said the 


ntn 


ai 


officers roughed him up whOe.^ 


be was taking pictures of 


A Nordic Battafion UNFROFOR soldier adjusts 
bis radio headset as his Leopard tank crew 


prepares for a reconnaissance 
near Tuzla (AFP photo) 


at their base 


Baker: Clinton administration is 
uncomfortable with American power 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer Secretary of State James 
A. Baker in described the 
Clinton administration Mon- 
day as “uncomfortable with 
foe concept of American pow- 
er” and said its foreign policy 
was damaging U.S. credibility 
in the world. 

Criticising administration 
policy toward Bosnia, Haiti 
and Somalia, Mr. Baker also 
said the administration had 
president over a decline in 
U.S. influence within NATO. 

His wide-ranging critique of 
the Clinton foreign policy was 
made in a speech at the Wood- 
row Wilson International Cen- 
tre for Scholars. 

Mr. Baker has said he is 
'‘thinking long and hard” ab- 
out seeking the Republican 
nomination to challenge Mr. 
Clinton in 1996. 

Mr. Baker said the end of 
the cold war has given the 
United States an opportunity 
to “engage selectively’’ around 
the world. 

In doing so, he said, it must 
“assess our interests and seek 
policies that are proportionate 
to them. 


“We must choose the 
appropriate instrumentality, - 
multilateral or unilateral, to 
pursue those policies. And, 
above all, we should husband 
the most important of intangi- 
bles, our credibility in the ser- 
vice of our national interests.” 

Mr. Baker went on to say 
that the current administration 
“by missteps in Haiti and 
Somalia, a diminution of 
American influence within 
NATO and a ‘stop and go' 
policy towards Bosnia that can 
only charitably be labeled 'con- 
fused,' has called that credibil- 
ity into doubt.” 

He said that “the impression 
today is inescapable: The na- 
tion’s leadership is fun- 
damentally uncomfortable 
with the concept of American 
power.” 

He criticised both the Clin- 
ton administration and his fel- 
low Republicans for their dif- 
fering responses to develop- 
ments in the former Soviet 
Union. 

“The Western response to 
developments in foe former 
Communist bloc has been 
mixed at best and marked, in 


the United States and 
where, by near manic- 
depressive swings between 
optimism and gloom,” he said. 

Saying that response was 
particularly true in the case of 
Russia, Mr. Baker said many 
in the Clinton administration 
“seem prepared to counte- 
nance any Russian backsliding 
at home or bellicosity abroad 
for fear of prompting a reac- 
tion from the Russian right.” 

As for Republicans, Mr. 
Baker said some “have seized 
on the recent U.S. -Russian spy 
scandal to call, not just for a 
termination of aid to Russia, 
but, at least by inference, for 
creation of a new anti-Russian 
alliance.” 

Mr. Baker said the former 
point of view was naive and the 
latter premature. 

He called for immediate 
admission of Poland, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic into 
NATO and said die more gra- 
dual approach of the adminis- 
tration’s partnership for peace 
was “at best, a halfhearted re- 
sponse” to applications from 
former Soviet block nations to 
join foe alliance. 


woman the officers had_ hand- ,^ 
cuffed to a mailbox after 
ping her on a drunken-driving^^- 
charge before dawn last Dec.,* 
18. Mr. Mooar, who happened ‘ 
by the scene, said that when he*£, 
stopped to take pictures,, the^ 
officers tried to take his *, 
camera away from hiro,injur-_v_ 
ing his neck in the ensuingT’-^ 
scuffle, the lawsuit said. 

Mooar got his camera back 
when a police sergeant arrived.” 
and told the officers to return, 
it. The photographs arid an' uri . 
accompanying story appeared^ 
on the front page of the Postil * 
foe next day. The lawsuit seefes^^ 
$30 million in compensatory ^ 
damages and $141 million 
punitive damages;. Mr ' 
Mooar’s Attorney, G. Allen^^ 
Dale, said the case is important-^ 
because it concerns the consti- '^ ^ 
rational right of reporters 
gather information. The rgior- __ 
ter contended that, because?'* 
both he and the woman were!* 
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on public property, he was free^^. 
to take photographs. 
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MANILA (R) — Twenty-one**?? 
Miss Universe candidates mi»- u>> 


sed a meeting with Philippine - ^ 

President Fidel Ramos because * A 
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Clinton deplores constant character attacks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton is urging 
Americans to defer judgment 
mi questions about his charac- 
ter, contending he’s the target 
of the “constant politics of 
diversion and division and des- 
truction.” 

“I think Fve been subject to 
more assault than any presi- 
dent,” Mr. Clin ton said Mon- 
day night at a “town-hall meet- 
frig” in Rhode Island. “But 
well have an election in 19%, 
and I wish that we could just all 
settle down and be Americans, 
for a while and work on our 
problems, and then evaluate 
me based on the job I do.” 

Mr. Clinton was responding 
to a woman who asked if be 
felt be was being held to a 
higher standard than previous 
U.S. presidential families. 


Mr. din ton's leadership on 
foreign affairs is under intense 
criticism. His problems have 
been exacerbated with a law- 
suit by a former Arkansas state 
employee alleging sexual 
harassment and the continuing 
saga of foe real estate invest- 
menrfie made in the Whitewa- 
ter venture in Arkansas 
1978. 


m 


pretend it didn’t happen,” 

He deplored “the const a nt^ 
politics arid diversion and dzvi- . I 
sion and destruction” but said* 4 
he was prepared to live with iL 
“So far, it has not interfered 
with the progress and the re- 
cord of die Congress and the 
work we’re trying to do for the 
country,” Mr. Clinton said. 


they had flu, organisers sai 
Tuesday. “TTiey caught th r 
virus,” pageant spokeswoman 
Kellie Totten said, e: 

why the 21 missed the 

afternoon reception at Malaca-*S?f 
nang Presidential Palace.' 
pi no oiganisers said Manila's?®® 
humid summer heat and fcecthf* 
rounds of rehearsals, photo* 3 ** 
sessions and other activities, 1 * 
had taken a toll on some of the' , 
May 21 contest’s 77 candi :£> ®‘ 
dates. “Every day it’s like* 54 * 
there's too much, to dp. It’^^ 

quoted 

Flood, 22, as satying. r “The 
best part is going to bed while~'~' 
foe worst part is getting op. '}?"% 

Mother tries’ ^ 
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Mr. Clinton faced questions 
from a friendly audience on a 
broad spectrum of topics in foe 
hour-long town-hall meeting in 
Cranston, R.I. 

The president said Vice 
President A1 Gore told him 
recently that “there are power- 
ful forces in this country who 
basically resent the way foe last 
election came out, so they 
keep trying to undo it and 


The president was put on the 
spot with a “how would you 
feel?” question if his wife were 
to ran for president in the year 
2000 when he would finish a 
second term. 

“Let me say that Fm sure my 
wife would be flattered by your 
attention,” Mr. Clinton re- 
plied. “But she has always told 
me that she never thought she 
would ever seek elected 
office.” 


son’s bottom 
on stove 
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HARARE (R) — A Zimbab^v 
wean mother was jailed for" 
year after she severely burnt a a ^ 
10-year-old boy's bottom 'on an’-o 
electric stove, a local newspap-^, 
er reported Tuesday. Thor 3 


Herald said Sarudzai Mnsona ir > 
was found guilty of contravertU 
ing a children's protection and j 
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adoption law when she grabr 
bed her stepson and placed 
him on a red hot stove. 


U.S. seeks peacekeepers for Haiti 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States is see long inter- 
national peacekeepers for 
Haiti once that country’s milit- 
ary leaders have left but also 
has not abandoned the option 
of using force to dislodge the 
ruling junta. 

President Bill Clinton has 
instructed U.S. diplomats at 
the United Nations and the 
Organisation of American 
States (OAS) to sound out 
other countries in the Western 
hemisphere about joining the 
United States in a peacekeep- 
ing mission. The idea was 
broached with Canada Mon- 
day. 

No decision had been made 
on how large the force should 


be. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Monday, 
although administration 
sources said it would be better 
armed and have a broader mis- 
sion than the advance party of 
a U.N. force that tried to land 
Haiti last October and 


in 


turned back to avoid an angry 
mob on the dock. 


The presence of peacekeep- 
ers would ensure that the re- 
turn of exiled President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, ousted in a 
1991 coup, and the restoration 
of democracy would be 
“peaceful and positive,” Mr. 
Christopher said during an 
official visit to Mexico. 


The secretary warned Haiti's 


military leaders that if they 
failed to step down by May 21 
as required by a U.N. ultima- 
tum, they would find that the 
international community has 
“both the will and the means to 
make them pay the price." 

Both Madeleine Albright, 
the U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations and Samuel 
Berger, the deputy national 
security adviser, kept alive the 
prospect of possible military 
action to remove Haiti's gener- 
als from power. 

“We have not" reached' that 
fork in the road yet. We have 
not ruled it out,” Mr. Berger 
said on the ABC Television 
programme Nightline. 


Berlin police 
chiefs car stolen 


Main European leaders face acid test in EU polls 


BERLIN (AP) — Police Chief 
Hagen Saberschinsky joined 
the long list of crime victim^ 
during the weekend when a ' 
thief got away with his Mep* 
cedes. The Police Department? 
which registered 28,888 vehiefe 
thefts in 1993, said Monday 
that Mr. Saberschinsky's offSe 
cial car was stolen Saturday 
while the driver ran an errand 
and left the locked car on a 
busy shopping street in West 
Berlin. The blue Mercedes? 
equipped with radio telephone 
and police radio, could- haves 
been in Poland, only 100 
kilometres (60 miles) away, id 
a few hours if the thief was 
using what police say is a com* 
mon method of disposing of 
stolen cars. • * 
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PARIS (AFP) — Leaders of at 
least four major European 
countries will face the acid test 
of their government's popular- 
ity in next month’s European 
Parliament elections with re- 
sults likely to reflect domestic 
political woes. 

Britain, France, Germany 
and Italy make up 255 million 
inhabitants out of a total 347 
million in the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Union, holding 360 out of 
the 567 seats in the expanded 
European Parliament to be 
elected next June 9 and 12. 

But while foe Euro-polls 
could produce a protest vote in 
major countries such as Britain 
and Germany, as well as in 
Spain whose Socialist govern- 
ment has been rocked by a 
corruption scandal, they could 
also be affected by the after- 
shocks from the Maastricht 
Treaty on European Union. 

In France, where the Yes 
vote on Maastricht just scraped 
through in a referendum in 
September 1992, several par- 
ties on the right and on the left 
are campaigning on an anti- 
Maastricht platform ahead of 
the European vote. 


And in Germany, political 
leaders are turning their backs 
on European federalism and 
the dream of a “United States 
of Europe.” 

Britain's ruling Conservative 
Party, deeply split over its atti- 
tude to Europe, was thrashed 
in local elections last week and 
the expected similar perform- 
ance on June 9 will make 
Prime Minister John Major's 
job look very shaky. 

In Germany. Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s Christian 
Democratic Union-Christian 
Social Union alliance is mid- 
way through a punishing series 
of regional polls ahead of a 
general election in October. 

Mr. Kohl has seen the Social 
Democratic Party make poli- 
tical gains and the opposition 
continues to ride high in opin- 
ion polls. But the right-wing 
government has also suffered 
from competition from the far- 
right and the declining popu- 
larity of his coalition ally, the 
Free Democratic Party (FDP). 

In Italy, the European polls 
come after the post-war politic- 
al establishment was crushed 
by Silvio Berlusconi's right- 



wing alliance which came to 
power after March general elec- 
tions. 

The European poll will con- 
sequently be the first electoral 
test for Mr. Berlusconi who 
has had an uphill struggle put- 
ting together a government in 
the month since he won the 
elections, amid a post-election 
rift _ with his allies. 

The Italian media magnate's 
European platform is vague 
and based on ultra-liberal eco- 
nomic principles, but the possi- 
ble make-up of his government 
and foe Euro-MPs Italian vo- 
ters might return has already 
caused trouble in Strasbourg. 

The European parliament 
demanded last week that mem- 
ber states advise President 
Oscar Scalfaro that the next 
Rome government be faithful 
to European Community prin- 
ciples. 

The Socialist group in the 
Strasbourg parliament also 
warned that it would expel any 
deputy backing Mr. Berlusco- 
ni's Forza Italia party and his 
neo-fascist allies, in addition to 
“refusing all cooperation with- 
in the framework of European 


institutions with neo-fascist 
ministers" in the ItaJian gov- 
ernment. 

In France, next month’s 
elections are seen as a judge- 
ment on the ruling right-wing 
coalition than as a political 
indicator ahead of next year's 
presidential election. 

The main right-wing leaders 
with presidential aspirations 


Munch lithographs* 
found in Nietzsche,' 
archives 
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Germany (AFP) 
~ unknown lithographs 
by the Norwegian artist Ervarft 
Mundi, whose stolen painting 

Y? , cam was recovered by 
police last ■ ■* 


r « . week, have been 
have remained above_the fray I Klassik 
and the conservative Rally For I were discovered in 

feting to Friedrich Nietzsche^ 


Rally For 
the Republic (RPR) and cen- 
tre-right Union for French 
Democracy have a combined 
list Jed by the mayor of 
Toulouse, Dominique Baudis, 
a political lightweight. 

With Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur dipping in 
opinion polls, his main right- 
wing rival Jacques Chirac, the 
RPR leader ana mayor of Paris 
who does not hold a govern- 
ment post, could exploit a poor 
result in the European poll. 

The Socialists are meanwhile 
fielding party leader Michel 
Rocard. hoping that he could 
reinforce his chances in the 
presidential poll by winning 
more than 20 per cent in the 
European poll. 
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Al Jazireh is on the verge of 
clinching U-22 basketball title 


By Alees Bamaya 

Special to tbc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Jazireh are 
noww* the verge of securing 
the first of the season’s basket- 
ball titles after their asto- 
nishing 82-66 win over Al Ahli 
m the first lea of the final 
round of the under-22 
basketball competition — the 
first of the season's 12 events 
organised by the Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation (JBF). 

In another match, Al Abbasi 
overcame Al JaUl 78-74 to 
clinch third place for now. 
However, final standings the 
top four teams will be decided 
after the remaining six matches 
of the second leg before the 
competition is concluded May 
15. J 

Al Jazireh’s win ended Al 
AhlTs unbeaten record in the 
tournament in which nine 
teams took part Al Ahli, Al 
Abbasi, Yarmouk, Homent- 
men, Abu Nusair, Al Jazireh, 
AfeJalfl, Gazzet Hashem and 
Al Watani. Only the top four 
teams qualified to the final 
round. 

While Al Jazireh ’s victory was 
not a big surprise, a win by 
such a wide margin was not 
expected. 

Al Ahli bad a very easy way 
to the final round scoring im- 
pressive and convincing victor- 
ies and were expected to con- 
tinue their strong form and 
fight hard for die tide. 


lead 16-6 and Kmiied their 
opponent's scoring ability. 

A! Ahli’s well experienced 
players, including Mohammad 
and Taimour Shamali, Ramcz 
Haznmoudeh, Wisam Nino, 
Zcid Aikhas, Faisal Ensour 
and Riyad Ayesh, appeared at 
a kse as they were expecting to 
continue their unbeaten 
streak. 

Ai Jazireh ended the first 
half 39-23 and continued to 
lead despite Al Ahli's ability to 
lessen die gap taking advan- 
tage of Ai Jazireh’s looser de- 
fence after being hampered by 
many fouls. 

In the other match, Al 
Abbasi turned their first half 
loss to a precious 4-point vic- 
tory to take third place for 
now. 

Al JaK led 13-7 and 22-11 
before winning the first half 
41-35. .However, Al Abbas 
took advantage of their oppo- 
nents* many personal fouls as 
Ashraf Samara, Tareq Najjar 
and lyad Zalarimo led their 
team and drew 59-59 early in 
the second half and continued 
to take the lead and win the 
match. 


promoted to the first division. 

AI Jalil, a usual third place 
finisher in the first divirion, 
ended up fourth last year. 
They will attempt to keep an 
advanced standing in the sea- 
son’s competitions. 

Al Jazireh will again attempt 
to clinch the most titles. Last 


year they won the^bop U-14 



monk; 160-43 over Abu 
Nusair; 140-55 over Hotnent- 
men ad 98-65 over Ai Abbasi. 
Al Jazireh had a more difficult 
path overcoming Al Watani 
91-62; Al JaUl 84-75 and Gaz- 
zet Kashem 116-36. 

In their most recent matches 
of the final round, Al Jazireh 
scored an impressive 109-47 
(57-19) win over Al Jalil and 
beat Al Abbasi 82-56 (40-28). 
Meanwhile, Al Ahli defe- 


Tbe second leg of the com- 
petition begins today when Al 
Jalil take on Ai Ahli and Al 
Abbasi meet Al Jazireh. 

The top four teams each 
have a goal in mind as they 
start the 1994 basketball sea- 
son. 

Abbasi, formerly a lowly 
second division dub, qualified 
to the final round after losing 
only to AI Ahli. Their young 
team has been playing with 
greater confidence since they 
beat Al Orthodoxi to clinch 
third place in the 1993 U-19 
competition back in January. 
Hie team will play in the 
second division this year where 
they hope to be able to over- 
come competition from Al 
Yarmouk and others and be 


and U-16 titles, Unshed second 
in the U-19 competition, third 
in the first division and won the 
women's championship. 

Al Ahli, now the Kingdom’s 
champion after ending Al 
Onhodoxi’s decade-long reign 
in the eighties are attempting 
to 'strenghth their younger 
lineup of players to retain the 
title for many years to come. 

U-22 titleholders Al Ortho- 
dox! who won the last cham- 
pionship in 1992 opted not to 
participate the year. 

First division teams are re- 
quired to compete in at least 
two age groups, white second 
division teams in only one age 
group. 

The JBF is now trying to 
upgrade competition and re- 
classify clubs. This year the 
first division includes only 
seven teams: Al Ahli, Al 
Orthodoxi, Jazireh, Jalil. 
Watani, Hussein, and Ho- 
mentmen. 

Two teams will be relegated 
in 1994 and only one team will 
be promoted from the second 
division making the total num- 
ber of teams only six in 1995 
compared to eight until 1993. 

The JBFs next scheduled 
event will be an open basket- 
ball tournament for women's 
teams during the Eid Al Adba 
holiday. Although the number 
of women’s teams has in- 
creased this season, only cham- 
pions AI Jazireh, runners-up 
Al Orthodoxi, Al Ahli. and 
Abu Nusair have confirmed 
participation, while Homent- 
tnen, Al Watani and Al Husun 
seem yet undecided. 


ated Al Jalil 91-47 (51-22), and 
7-29). 


STANDINGS 


Al Abbasi 91-55 (57- 
A1 Jazireh’s a m bitiou s team, 
led by Ghaith Ennabi and new 
recruit Naser Alawneb, man- 
aged to - surprise Al Ahli and 
took control of the match by 
Jfrfag a tight, full-court de- 
fence mat enabled them to 


Team 


W 


SF SA Pts. 


Jazireh 

Afafl 

Abbasi 

JaHl 


3 — 

2 1 

1 2 

— 3 


273 169 6 

248 184 5 

189 247 4 

168 278 3 


Charlton enters. Asian soccer politics 

with rise Japaense over their 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
English soccer legend Bobby 
Charlton dipped into the 
rough-and-tumble world of 
Asian football Tadao Murata, 
for' Friday’s Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) election 
for the post of FIFA vice- 
president. 

“I have found it to be abso- 
lutely phenomenal dealing 


World Cup campaign and so I 
have no doubt that Murata is 


the right man for the post,” 
said Chariton, who is also a 


>aid 


consultant with the 
ugn to host the 
World Cup. 

“I am not afraid of getting 
involved in politics because, 
unfortunately, football needs 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Vfm CMM SMART 
HANNAH HM9CH 
CUS3 MaiM Sar-on. M. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I — Neither vulnerable, « South 
you hold; ‘ 

4A86 9AKJ8 0KQJ96Z 4VoM 
• Whet is your opening had? 

A- — If you play natural farcing 
two-bids, ww have no objection to 
your opening -this hand with two 
diamonds. However, if you employ 
two dubs as an artificial game force, 
..the auction could prove awkward 
after almost any response from 
partner. We would settle for a some- 
what conservative opening bid of 
one diamond, in tending to bid as 
strongly os passible thereafter. 


hoick 

+AJ2 7 A 10 C AK962 4064 
The bidding has proceeded: ***** 


North 
X 4 


East Booth 
X *? DU 
4? ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Since partner might have 
been forced Co respond one spade 
with a four-card suit, you can’t very 
well bid four spades on your own. 
The correct action is to double 
again. That shows a very good hand 
and den ies four spades. Leave the 
final decision to piitMr. 


vulnerable, as 


Q.2 — East-West 
Sooth you hold: 

4AK74 7J953 C-J 4AJ32 
. Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A. — Despite the great disparity in 
the quality of your four-card ma- 
jors, it is correct to bid up tha line 
and show your hearts fimt. Should 
you choose one spade, you run the 

risk either of missing a 4-4 heart fit 

or lasting in a 4-2 spad e fit. 


you 


QJ — As South, vulnerable, 
hold: 

4QJ4 710964 07 +K1O054 
H* bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
14 1 NT ? 

Whal action do you take? 

A-— Certainly the balance of pow- 
er appears to be with the enemy and 

your length in chibs depreciates 
.your side's defensive prospects 
should Wot correct to a suit con- 
tract Our choke would be a jump in 

three chibs, a preemptive action. 

With a good hand ®° oJd 
doubled one no trump. 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

•AQ 10542 <?J C-Q8662 42 
The bidding has proceede d : 

North East South West 

1 ? Pans r* Pass 

2 4 Pasa ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — This hand is going nowhere 
unless partner can bid again. Since 
two diamonds, the fourth suit, 
would suggest s considerably stron- 
ger hand, we would be quite content 
with two spades. 


you 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, 
bold: 

4J8 CAJ9642 0KQ4 4A4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth Went North East 
I 7 Pass I NT Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your broken six-card suit -is 
not the stuff with which to makr an 
invitational jump, especially since 
there's always the possibility that 
partner has only a ungfeion heart. 
Bid two hearts. If partner ia unable 
to move toward game, it ia extreme- 
ly unlikely that one rxnta. 


poiiucs to a certain extent, 
said Chariton, a member of 
England’s 1966 World Cup- 
winning team. Murata, head of 
Japan’s 2002 bidding commit- 
tee, feces Sheikh Ahmad Fahad 
of Kuwait, Qatar’s Moham- 
mad Bin Hammam and Ko- 
rean Chung Moon-Jung. in one 
of the most tightly-contested 
campaigns in recent AFC his- 
tory. 

Like Murata, Chung is tiring 
the ballot as a means of press- 
ing Korea’s own case to host 
die 2002 World Cup, which 
adds an element of tension to 
an already tight race. Korean 
delegates to the AFC’s con- 
gress here, which will vote on 
the issue Friday, dismissed 
Chariton's endorsement Tues- 
day as too little too late. 



X - » 


Brazilian soccer player Romano (centre), who 
plays for Barcelona, kisses his father Edvair 
Farias who was kidnapped May 2 and released 


May 8. Romano's mother is at right (AFP 
photo) 


Ferrari 


stands by 
Berger 


MARANELLO. Italy (R) — 
The Ferrari team Tuesday said 
it was standing fully behind 
driver Gerhard Berger, who is 
reviewing his future in Formu- 
la One following the deaths of 
Ayrton Senna and Roland Rat- 
zenberger. 

A team spokesman said the 
Austrian would announce a 
decision at a news conference 
Wednesday afternoon in 
Monaco, where the next 
Grand Prix will be raced Sun- 
day. 

“We know that whatever de- 
rision Gerhard takes will be 
tbe right one for him and the 
right one for Ferrari,” the 
spokesman said. “Berger will 
be free to choose what he 
wants to do.’’ He said Berger, 
a close friend of Senna and 
fellow Austrian Raztenberger, 
bad felt thier deaths “more 
than anyone else" in Formula 
One. 


Hill slams FI bosses 


LONDON (AFP) — Damon 
Hill, Formula One teammate 
of the late Ayrton Senna at 
Williams-Renault, has fiercely 
criticised motor racing officials 
in a call for greater protection 
for drivers. 

Hill said the Brazilian, who 
died after crashing in last! 
week's San Marino Grand 
Prix. had been at the forefront 
of the drivers' battle for grea- 
ter safety. 

But Hill added: “To try to 
get across points of safety to 
men in blazers, many of whom 
have never sat in a racing car 
and. at any rate, could never 
possibly conceive what it is 
really Hke to be doing 200m ph 
on a narrow strip of asphalt 
between two concrete walls 
chased by 25 other cars, must 
have been to him a bit like 
explaining tbe idea of demo- 
cracy to Stalin.” 

And he insisted: “I personal- 
ly believe that the ultimate 
responsibility for all aspects of 
safety in tbe sport rests with 
the organising bodies. 


“Drivers will drive in the 
most perilous conditions be- 
cause competition is 
stupendously fierce and there 
are any number of hopefuls 
ready to jump into tbe void.” 
The Englishman, who will 
drive alone for Williams- 
Renault at next weekend’s 
Monaco Grand Prix as a mark 
of respect for Senna, said it 
was a misconception th3t rac- 
ing drivers were daredevils and 
gamblers. 

Writing in tbe Daily Mail 
newspaper, he said: “A truly 
professional driver null have 
taken great, great care over 
every aspects of safety. 

“Safety is boring and expen- 
sive. But now we live in a 
world that is less tolerant of the 
waste of life, thank God. 
“Legislation is needed to 
. save us from ourselves.’’ 

Hill said that tbe structural 
integrity of the cars, which are 
raced at speeds topping 
200m ph, was such that drivers 
were unable to survive the 
shock of a crash which can 
leave the car intact. 



Voeller 
returns to 

World Cup 


Ur. X'.*' -- • • 


Radi Voeller 


HAMBURG (R) — Germany 
coach Berti Vogts, who has 
been struggling to find m-form 
strikers, has called veteran forward 
Rudi Voeller oat of retirement 
from international soccer to 
play in the World Cup finals. 

The 34-year-old Marseille 
striker, ho has not played for 
the world champions for two 
seasons, was named in Vogts ’s 
provisional 20-man party for 
the finals in the United States 
in June and July. 

Voeller, who has 85 caps and 
44 international goals to his 
name, played his last game in a 
German shirt in October 1992. 

He is the oldest player in the 
experienced squad which has 
an average age of 28 and in- 
cludes nine of tbe players who 
contested the 1990 final against 
Argentina in Rome. 


Horse racing still lacking for exciting thoroughbred 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — 
Barely 12 hours after the Ken- 
tucky Derby had unmasked 
Holy Bull as yet one more 
Triple Crown pretender, rival 
trainer D. Wayne Lukas 
peered out from under the bill 
of a baseball cap pulled low, 
laughed ruefully and said they 
don’t make thoroughbreds like 
they used to. If only he were 
kidding. 

No game, save tennis 
perhaps, needs a superstar as 
badly as horse racing. But after 
a wet track and a flat-footed 
start conspired to trip up the 
heavily favoured grey in Satur- 
day’s most recent run for the 
roses, it was clear the wail 
would not end with this crop of 
3-year-olds. 

Go for Gin, a modest bay. 
colt with the talent to match, 
stole the front-running trip that 
was supposed to have been 
Holy Bull’s and the headlines 
that went along with it. The 2-1 
favourite, Bull finished a near- 


“How long has it been since' 
a horse came along that made a 
splash, a real splash?" repe- 
ated Lukas, who won his only 
Derby in 1988 with the Filly 
Winning Colours and sent 
Tabasco Cat out to a dis- 
puting sixth-place finish on 


lis go-round. 

“Secretariat," he said with- 
out waiting for an answer. 
“1973." 

“He was so big, so good at 
drawing attention to lo himself 
....at firing up the public's im- 
agination that he was on the 
cover of Time. Who knows 
when — or if — our sport will 
see something like that again." 

A few moments larer, not far 
from Lukas’ bam, a few parti- 
sans tried to come up with an 
answer on this fast-warming 
Sunday morning. 

“Forget Time magazine.” 
one of them said finally. 
“When was the last time a 
Kentucky Derby horse even- 
made the cover of Sports lllus- 


1 think it was Gato Del Sol in 
1982.” 

By now, even casual follow- 
ers of the racket know it has 
been 15 years since the 
favourite — Spectacular Bid in 
1979 — won the Derby. And 
one year longer than that since 
Affirmed beat Alydar in the 
Derby and twice more in the 
ensuing five weeks to wrap up 
one of the best -ever rivalries 
American sport by laying 


claim to the Triple Crown. 


During that stretch, a few 
colts have raised the sport’s 
pulse heading into the Derby, 
and a few others have pro- 
duced bean-pounding wins 
late in the afternoon on tbe 
first Saturday in May. But they 
have lacked either the drawing 
power or the staying power 
necessary to build on a follow- 
ing that Lukas said was already 
so committed “that they’d 
come out even if we start rac- 
ing camels." 


Sulayem bids for 5th 
Jordan Rally victory 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Dubai's 
Mohammad Bin Sulayem faces 
one of the sternest tests of his 
Middle East rallying career as 
he starts this week's two-day 
Jordan International Rally. 
Four-time winner Sulayem, 
who has just returned from the 
Tour of Corsica round of the 
World Rally Championship, 
scans the entry list and sees his 
greatest rival starting im-_ 
mediately behind him. 

Sheikh Suhail Bin Khalifa Al 
Maktoum, already a winner of 
the recent Qatar Rally and 
leader of the 1994 Middle East 
Rally Championship, is the 
only driver to consistently 
match Mohammad's turn of 
speed and Khalifa is confident 
that his Toyota can beat the 
six-times Middle East Cham- 
pionship’s Ford Escort RS 
Cosworth over the 23 special 
stages which make up this 
year’s event. 

Taking place over both 
asphalt and gravel surfaces, the 
Jordan International Rally is a 
candidate for future inclusion 
in the World Rally Cham- 
pionship and onlookers should 
witness a furious battle be- 
tween Sulayem, Khalifa, 
Richie Holfeld in the British- 
prepared Ford Escort and 
Khalifa's teammate Khalifa Al 
Motahvi in a second Toyota 
Celica. Motaiwi is partnered 
by Britain's Dave Nicholson, 
who won tbe Middle East co- 
drivers’ title two years ago with 
Saudi Arabia's Mamdouh 
Khayat. 

The event will also mark a 
fust for Sulayem: Long time 
co-driver Ronan Morgan is 
attending a family wedding in 
Ireland and Mohammad will 
be partnered by Britain’s Phi- 
lip Mills for the first time. 

“We’re delighted to see such 
a strong international field' 
making tbe start of this year’s 
rally," said Derek Ledger, 
chief executive of the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). “There are several 
very good drivers from Europe 
and many of the Middle East’s 
seasoned campaigners should 
make this a very dose rally.” 

While Sulayem and his rivals 


figbt for overall honours, the 
production car Group N categ- 
ory will be equally as exciting, 
with the Saudi Arabian duo of 
Abdullah Bakbashab and 
Ahmed Al Sabban starting as 
favourites in their respective 
Toyota Celica and Ford Escort 
RS Coswonhs. 

Attempting to match them, 
particularly over Thursday’s 
-tarmac stages, will be Britain's 
Graham Middleton (an im- 
pressive driver on tarmac in 
Europe for several years), Jor- 
dan's Bashar Bustami. Hans 
Stacy from the Netherlands 
and the Belgian. Nicholas Mtn. 
Also entered in Group N are 
former champion Ron Oakeley 
in his trusty Subaru RX Turbo . 
and Dubai-based Peter Cheny 
in a Mitsubishi GaJant VR-4. 

One of the most unusual cars 
on the entry list is the unwieldy 
Volvo 242 GT, driven by 
Kuwait-based Lester Feather- 
stonehaugh. A resident of 
Kuwait since 1980. Lester is 
the current Kuwaiti national 
rally champion and fendes his 
chances on Thursday's tarmac 
stages, although he admits that 
the Volvo will not be a match 
for the four-wheel drive en- 
tourage on Friday. 

“It may be a big car,” said 
Lester. “Bur it's great fun to 
drive and really enjoyable to 
be tackling this rally in an 
unusual car. Even though it’s 
two- wheel drive, it’s quite easy 
to control. The only problem is 
making it stop! We know that 
it’ll be impossible to beat the 
four-wheel drive cars at the 
finish, but we intend to have a 
go.” 

No less than 12 Jordanian 
drivers will be hoping of suc- 
cess in their relevant categor- 
ies: Tarek Tabba' drives an 
Aleko 2141S, Mahmoud 
Komok and Ahmad Al Daoud 
wheel out a pair of Renault 5 
GT Turbos, Hasan Abu Samra 
drives a Ford Sierra RS Cos- 
worth. while there are a wide 
variety of cars for Raed S ha- 
mo un, Faris Bustami, Rimon 
Fleifel, Mohammed Al Daoud, 
Ammar Hijazi, Mahmoud 
MetwaUi. Asem Aref and Zeid 
Asfour. 


Japan body urges entry 
for Maradona, Caniggia 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
soccer's governing body is 
calling on the country’s im- 
migration authorities to allow 
disgraced Argentine stais 
Diego Maradona and 
Claudio Caniggia to play in a 
three-nation tournament 
here later this month. 


Tournament organisers 
said Tuesday that the Japan 
Soccer Association was 
appealing to the minister! es 


concerned to issue entry visas 
to Maradona and Caniggia. 

The two players, who have 
both served bans from the 
sport recently because of 
cocaine abuse, are in a 23- 
man Argentina squad for 
World Cup warm-up match- 
es. 

Japan takes a strict attitude 
towards foreigners who abu^e 
drugs and in the past has 
refused visas to people with 
records of drug offences. 


The Konica team 
arrives in Jordan 


KONICA Corporation, the leaders in the photographic field 
in the Middle East, have now entered the sponsorship of the 
Middle East Rally 1994. 

The Konica team have been busy preparing their Volvo 242 
GT for the Jordan International Rally. Lester Feather- 
stonehaugh, driver, and Edgar Speak, co-driver, have partici- 
pated in the Jordan Rally many times in the past and both 
admit to it being their favourite out of all the rounds of the 
Middle East championship. “With the first day on tarmac, and 
the second on gravel it is a perfect mixture,” says Lester. 

Salbashian Company, the Konica distributors in Jordan, 
have welcomed the Konica Rally team saying, “ Konica’ s 
innovative films, cameras, and processors have always pro- 
vided excellent results. We hope that our rally team enjoy the 
same results. Good luck for Jordan and throughout tbe year.” 


NEW UNFURNISHED APT. 

FOR RENT . 

West Amman; ground floor with garden & private 
parking. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, dining & 
salon, kitchen & storage room. Available June 1994. 

Leave message on answering machine. 



» 

FULLY FURNISHED SMALL APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

2 small bedrooms, one bathroom, living/dining, ground 
floor with garden & terrace, separate entrance, tele- 
phone. equipped with c/heating, water, electricity. 
Located: Between 4th & 5th Circles, facing Abdoun. 
Annual rent including services: JD 4,800. 

For further information, please contact: 
677788 & or 667870 


Four bedrooms, one master, big halls, T.V. 
room, living room, small bar, large garden 
and garage + +. 

Call 862486 


» 
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OaoBM TeL; 634144 

Philadelphia 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema . Tel.; 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMJHOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 67S571 

Nabfl AT MashinK Theatre 

NabO & Hteham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

flatuners 

Stow* l£». *». MJ. M0. 10-J0 

Ttandagr*. FlrldM* Samtays 

Tom & J«nry at 11 ajn. 

Dolpii Lundgren & George Segal 
fn 

JOSHUA TREE 

“Forced Vengeance” 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 5. 630. &3G. 10:30 

CONCORD *1’ 
Silence of the Latnhs 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 
LAMBAD1 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. 8:30. 1030 

The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 

Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: .The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 

The political comedy piay: 

“WHAT A PEACE!” 
(ATSalam Ya Satan) 

Ab 8:30 fun. 

For reservations -please call 625155 
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Ghali to ask oil firms 


to trace Iraqi crude 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali wants to ask oil com- 
panies to trace sales of Iraqi 
crude so that the United Na- 
tions receives a 30 per cent cut 
for its compensation fund for 
post-Gulf war expenses, 
according to a letter obtained 
Monday. 

In response, the Seciuity 
Council was expected to 
approve a letter Tuesday tell- 
ing him to check with oil indus- 
try sources on any Iraqi crude 
impounded, sold or used after 
the first sanctions resolution 
■was adopted Aug. 6. 1990. 

Dr. Ghali. in his letter sent 
last week, said reports from oil 
industry sources suggested that 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
of crude were involved after 
the sanctions went into effect 
without any payment into a 
U.N. escrow fund. 

Diplomats said Saudi Arabia 
after the 1991 Gulf war had sold 
a considerable amount of oil 


without heeding U.N. resolu- 
tions and that the letter would 


also serve as a warning to 
Turkey, which is about to flush 
its pipeline to Iraq. 

The Security Council set up 
the fund to gain revenues for 
victims of Iraq's invasion into 
Kuwaiti, supply Iraq with 
humanitarian aid and defray 
U.N. costs for ridding Bagh- 
dad of . weapons of mass des- 
truction. But it required that 
funds from all Iraqi oil sold 
first be put into an escrow 
account. 

The Geneva-based com- 
pensation commission re- 
ported that it did not have 
enough money to pay 54 mil- 
lion in claims expected to be 
approved this month and no 
funds for $200 million expected 
to be issued in September. 

“I need not underscore the 
negative effects that this state 
of affairs will have on the 


credibility of the compensation 
operation (and) on the situa- 
tion of millions of anxious 
claimants," he said. 

Dr. Ghali said that $243 
million had been deposited in 
the escrow account by April, of 
which 5158.59 million came 
from Iraqi frozen oil assets and 
the rest from member states. 

Turkey, with several million 
barrels of Iraq oil in its pipe- 
line, wants to keep 3.8 million 
barrels it says it is owed by Iraq 
and use the remaining for its 
own use but compensate Bagh- 
dad with humanitarian sup- 
plies. 

The United States has 
already objected to the scheme 
and the U.N. compensation 
fond maintains the plan would 
deprive it of about 580 million 
in revenues. 

But Turkey maintains it 
needs revenue to flush the 
pipeline to prevent it from 
corrosion and its disposal of 
the oil is well within sanctions 
guidelines. 

Turkey has indicated that 
the one-time oil deal was also 
motivated in part by its severe 
economic criss, which follows 
about $20 billion in lost re- 
venues because of the interrup- 
tion of trade with Iraq. 

The United States is tread- 
ing carefully with Turkey, 
winch has been a partner in the 
coalition against Iraq and has 
allowed its bases to be used for 
allied surveillance planes over 
northern Iraq. 

But it is clear Turkey would 
like to see an easing of the 
U.N. oil embargo against Iraq 
once Baghdad complies fully 
with U.N. arms demands. 

France, Russia and China 
late last year split ranks with 
the United States on easing the 
embargo, although Washing- 
ton, with Britain, as its ally, 
can block any movement on 
this issue. 


Amnesty accuses S. Arabia 
of torturing, killing Iraqis 


LONDON (AP) — Amnesty 
International on Tuesday ac- 
cused authorities In Saudi Ara- 
bia of (tilling and torturing 
Iraqi refugees and using tanks 
to quell protests inside camps 
where they are held unarmed. 

It said in a report that hun- 
dreds who sought shelter in 
Saudi Arabia after the 1991 
Gulf war have been arbitrarily 
arrested and killed or forcibly 
returned to Iraq in the past 
three years, sometimes in 
alleged connivance with Iraqi 
intelligence agents. 

The London-based human 
rights group said collective 
punishments for protests about 
living conditions and bad treat- 
ment by camp authorities in- 
clude denying refugees food 
and water. 

“Available evidence indi- 
cates that the Saudi Arabian 
government has turned a blind 
eye to torture and all- 
treatment and has allowed it to 
take place with impunity," it 
said. 

“Protests and marches inside 
the camps have been met with 
tanks and soldiers firing indis- 
criminately into crowds of re- 
fugees," it added. 

It said those held at camps at 
Raffia and Artawiyya, both in 
northwest Saudi Arabia near 
the Iraqi border, were subject 
to human rights abuses for 
protesting living conditions, 
criticising camp authorities, 
disobedience or to extract con- 
fessions. 

But it said that following 
condemnation by international 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions, authorities improved 
some living conditions and 
stated they had invested in new 
facilities. The Artawiyya camp 
was closed in December 1992, 
the report said. 

Amnesty said some 23,000 
Iraqi refugees were in Saudi 
Arabia as of last month. Some 
are former members of the 
Iraqi armed forces who surren- 
dered to the allies at the end of 
the Gulf war and refused re- 
patriation. The United States, 


Saudi Arabia and their allies 
fought the war to expel invad- 
ing Iraqi forces from Kuwait. 

It said others are civilians 
who fled southern Iraq. when 
Iraqi forces crushed a rebellion 
that erupted there in March 
1991 shortly after the Gulf war. 

The report said amnesty wel- 
comed the decision by Saudi 
Arabia to grant temporary 
shelter to Iraqi refugees but 
has documented numerous 
cases of gross violations. 

“In one incident in March 
1993, at least nine refugees in 


Rafha camp may have been 
extrajudidaUy executed by sol- 


diers in violence sparked by a 
protest against the Saudi Ara- 
bian authorities' refusal to 


asylum to an Iraqi family 
,” it said. 


ting southern Iraq 
“One of tbe nine victims. Jab- 
bar Mohammad Al Etaym, 
was reportedly shot at point 
Wank range by a guard and 
died instantly." 

It said four Saudi Arabian 
nationals also died in that inci- 
dent after being trapped in the 
camp’s educational centre 
which tbe refugees bad set on 
fire. 

It said more than 400 re- 
fugees were arrested after that 
incident and that 39 are be- 
lieved still held without trial in 
Ar’ar prison without access to 
lawyers or their families. 

The report said Saudi Ara- 
bian authorities have forcibly 
returned hundreds of refugees 
to Iraq where they risk arrest, 
torture or execution. 

“In most cases, forcible re- 
turn was used to punish indi- 
viduals accused, of criminal 
offenses as well as those 
deemed by the camp author- 
ities to be trouble-makers,” 
the report said. 

“This practice has also been 
used to suppress all forms of 
criticism and protest by the 
refugees ... m other cases, 
forcible return allegedly re- 
sulted from connivance be- 
tween some camp authorities 
and Iraqi intelligence agents,'* 
it said. 


Mandela sworn in as president 


(Coatinoed 

secure Pretoria for the transi- 
tion. 

Standing behind a screen 
with deputy presidents Thabo 
Mbeki and De Klerk, the for- 
mer white president, Mr. Man- 
dela said the three had forgot- 
ten their differences. 

“We are now busy healing 
the wounds of the past and it is 
for you to support us in that 
task,** Mr. Mandela said. 

The ANC won a landslide 
victory in the country’s first 
election to include the black 
majority April 26-29, and the 
new 400-member multiracial 
parliament chose him presi- 
dent, unopposed, at its first 
session Monday. 

Mr. Mandela’s swearing in 
marked something more 


from page 1) 


an inauguration — it is the 
coming out party for South 
Africa after decades of isola- 
tion. Representatives of more 
than 200 governments and 
organisations, who five years 
ago would either have been 
banned from visiting or would 
not have considered it, 
attended. 

Among them was U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore, who called 
the event “a celebration for the 
entire world.” He was accom- 
panied by U.S. First Lady Hill- 
ary Rodham Clinton. 

Also in the audience were 
U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, and Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro. 



FROM PRISON TO PRESIDENCY: Nelson Mas- Tuesday as South Africa’s first democratically 
iipfa salutes the crowd at his inauguration elected president as his daughter, Ziaani, looks 

on (see story on page one) (AFP photo) 


Libyan caravan treks towards 


Mecca to protest U.N. sanctions 


CAIRO (AP) — The scene 
beside the great pyramids 
could have come from 
ancient storybook: Pilgrims in 
desert robes en route by camel 
caravan to Islam's holy sites in 
Saudi Arabia. 

But it quickly shifted to tbe 
20th century on Monday when 
journalists approached the en- 
campment 

Some 320 Libyans, including 
about 20 women, say they are 
heading by camel to the annual 
pilgrimage to protest U.N. 
sanctions imposed on their 
country over the 1988 Pan Am 
103 bombing. 

“Despite die embargo, we 
will perform the pilgrimage,” a 
Libyan youth shouted to repor- 
ters as be waved his green 
Libyan flag. 

None in the party, however, 
would explain how their more 
than 300 camels bad made it 
the 700 kilometres from the 
Libyan border to Cairo in just 
two days. Strong camels can 
cover just 50 kilometres a day. 

Suggestions they had taken 
advantage of truck or train 
transport were brushed aside. 

Still, many insisted they 
made the long, trek inside 
Libya by camel Egyptian 

border. * ~ 

A statement issued by tbe 
group said that six old men had 
.died along the way. The 
travellers estimated that some . 
50 camels had died or became 
too weak and had to be aban- 
doned. 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed sanctions on Libya in 
April 1992 to try to force it to 
turn over two Libyans wanted 
in connection with the Pan Am 
bombing, which took 270 lives. 


The sanctions, tightened in 
December 1993, ban the sale 
of arms and ofl equipment to 
Libya and prohibit flights in 
and out of the country. 
Although air- travel for reli- 
gious purposes is specifically 
exempt, Libya has refused to 
ask the U.N. for a waiver for 
its pilgrims. 

“How can we ask for permis- 
sion for pilgrimage from 
Christians?” Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi protested 
in a weekend speech in the 


Libyan capital Tripoli. 


Qadhafi also chastised 
Saudi Arabia for abiding by 
the Security Council sanctions, 
adding: “The holy Islamic 
shrine and the tomb of the 
Holy Messenger cannot be 
subject to decision by Amer- 
ica, Britain and France.” 

Last year, several hundred 
Libyans travelled to worship at 
the Dome of the Rock and Al 
Aqsa Mosques in Jerusalem as 
a protest for what they said was 
their inability to reach the 
shrines at Mecca and Medina 
in Sandi Arabia. 

At the pyramids, Libyans 
swathed in white woolen robes 
squatted near a hujtete 
mg gfeia from the s&i, TVgi, 
others "watched oVerthe* 
camels. 

Seme waved posters for re- 
porters of a smiting Qadhafi. 
Men chanted, and women ulu- 
lated. 

Tbe pilgrims, who said they 
were mainly desert bedouin 
families and traders, said the 
caravan would now journey to 
the Egyptian town of Nuweiba 
on the Red Sea to catch ferries 
to Saudi -Arabia. 

“To leave for Saudi Arabia 


is expensive, and we do not 
have enough dollars.” said 
Karima, a 45-year-old widow 
who is travelling with two sons 
and daughters. 

Karima, dressed in a white 
silk robe and bead scarf, said 
she had been travelling for tbe 
past month and complained 
that her came) was til. 

“I feel very sorry for him, he 
is rick and tired,” she said of 
the tawny beast. 

Omar Al Mahdi said he, too, 
had travelled a month to the 
village of Umm Saeed on the 
Libyan ride of the border. 
There several caravans joined 
up and crossed into Egypt at 
Salloum on Saturday. 

“We rode day and night, 
only eating on camelback,” he 
said. “We only stopped to wa- 
ter the camels." 

Tbe travellers carried tradi- 
tional desert food — dates, 
com and wheat, water, sugar 
and tea, which indispensable to 
Libyans. Villagers along tbe 
way sold them milk, they said. 


Israelis to return Jericho 
sites to Palestinians 




JERICHO, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — Palestinian offi- 
cials on Tuesday toured three 
archaeological sites coming 
under their control, including a 
seventh century synagogue 
that is a rallying point for 
opponents of tbe Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) autonomy accord. 

But an Israeli general who 
met with PLO officials said 
that the “Peace upon Israel" 
synagogue would remain 
under land’s auspices for religious 
affair. 

Israel is withdrawing from 
the West Bank town of Jericho 
and tbe Gaza Strip as part of 
an agreement negotiated in 
Cairo to introduce limited 
Palestinian self-rule. 


On Tuesday, Israel’s parks 
authority took PLO officials to 
tbe sites, including the synago- 
gue. although the official hand- 
over will be later this week 
when the PLO takes over tbe 
entire area. 


and the PLO in the next few 
days since Israel will retain 
some responsibilities. 

“According to the Cairo 
agreement, the synagogue is 
going to be under the auspices 
of the Israeli authorities for 
religious affairs," Mr. Zohar 
said. 

But he added: “As for as we 
know, there are not going to be 
Israeli soldiers in this area.” 

A Jewish seminary at the site 
is expected to continue operat- 
ing after the Palestinians have 
taken control,” Mr. Zohar 
said. 

“I believe it was assured by 
the Palestinians that they will 
permit free access to this place 
and free religious worship so I 
don't think it will be closed.” 
he said. 

What's actually on the site is 
a two- storey building put up by 


an Arab family in post years 


Over the past week hun- 
dreds of Jewish settlers have 
camped out at the synagogue 
only io be dragged away by 
troops who declared the site a 
closed military area to avoid 
friction during the sensitive 
days of the transfer of power. 

Brigadier General Gadi 
Zohar, head of the West Bank 
military government, said 
Tuesday that details on control 
of the synagogue would be 
worked out between Israelis 


over a mosaic floor that is the 
only remains of the synagogue. 
The seminary operates on the 
second floor. 

Officials of the parks author- 
ity toured the three rites Mon- 
day, collecting files, closing 
accounts and saying farewell to 
Palestinian employees. 

At the main dig — Tel 
Jericho, one of the world's 
most ancient archaeological 
sites, dating back some 10,000 
years — parks authority em- 
ployees loaded a pickup truck 
with green plastic bags contain- 
ing documents. 

Parks authority spokesman 


he has been given assuranceJjy 
me y 


Israeli tour operators that 
would keep sending visitors to 
Jericho. , 

Mr. Abdul Razek said tour- 
ists were Jericho's lifeline. 

“I hope the Palestinian au- 
thority will not miss this oppor- 
tunity,” he said, speaking in 
his elegant restaurant paved 
with marble floors and deco- 
rated with a water fountain. 

The entrance to the res- 
taurant was draped with' three 
flags — Palestinian, American 
and Israeli. 


ET, Illinois (Agencies') — 
killer John Wayne Gacy 


JOLIET, 

Serial 

was executed by lethal injec- 
tion early Tuesday at Stateville 
correctional centre, 14 years 
after he was convicted of rap- 
ing, torturing and murdering 
33 teenagers and youths. 

Hours earlier, the U.S. Sup- 
reme Court turned down a 
last-minute appeal in which bis 
lawyers argued that the 


method of execution was un- 
constitutional and that Gacy 
was mentally incompetent and 
out of town during 16 of the 
murders. 

Corrections department offi- 
cial Howard A. Peters said that 
Gacy was declared dead at 
12:58 a.m. (05:58 GMT). 

Mr. Gacy was very coopera- 
tive throughout the process, 
which took 18 minutes, Mr. 


Peters said. 

A problem in the flow of 
lethal chemicals into Gacy’s 
body, however, delayed tbe 
execution, be added. “There 
was jelling or a dogging in the 
line... we had to rerun another 
tubing.” 

Gacy asked to meet with 
relatives and a priest in Mb 
final day, and had a last meal 
of fried chicken. 


Ex-Nazi wanted in Italy 
arrested in Argentina 


ROME (R) — Argentine 
police have arrested former 
German Nazi SS Captain Erich - 
Priebke, who is wanted in con- 
nection with the worst war 
crime committed in Italy, the 
Italian interior ministry said on 
Tuesday. 

A ministry official said tbe 
arrest took place in the south-' 
era Andean resort of San Car- 
los di Bariloche, where Mr. 
Priebke, 81, had lived peace- 
fully for 46 years until he was 
traced to the town by tbe U.S. 
television network ABC. 

His arrest followed the issue 
on Monday of a warrant by an 
Italian military prosecutor who 
wants to try mm in connection 
with the reprisal killings in 
March 1944 of 335 Italians at 
the Ardeatine Caves near 
Rome. 

The Italian justice ministry 
said earlier it had begun formal 
proceedings for Mr. Priebke's 
extradition. An interior minis- 
try statement said two senior 
Italian Interpol officers had 
been dispatched to Argentina. 

The Italian news agency 
ANSA, in a report from 
Buenos Aires, quoted Argen- 
tine Federal Judge Leonidas 
Moldes as saying Mr. Priebke 
had been granted house arrest 
on medical grounds. 

“I have arranged for tbe 
Italian authorities to be in- 
formed that the arrest has 
taken place. They now have 45 
days to present documents for- 
mally requesting extradition,’' 
Mr. Moldes said. 

Mr. Priebke, who lived in 
Bariloche without concealing 


German soldiers were killed. 

Mr. Priebke says all the vic- 
tims were communist parti- 
sans. Jewish and Italian orga- 
nisations claim that the SS in- 
cluded Jews, common prison- 
ers, women and teenagers to 
meet a quota of 10 Italians for 
every German killed by the 
bomb. 

An Italian military tribunal 
shelved proceedings against 
Mr. Priebke in 1948 when he 
disappeared from Italy without 
trace. 

Tbe former SS officer was 
quoted on Tuesday by the Ita- 
lian newspaper La Repubblica 
as saying that he had escaped 
from a British prison camp in 
Rimini, on Italy's Adriatic 
coast, in 1946 and lived for two 
years in German-speaking 
northeast Italy. 


“I couldn't leave with my 
own passport so I asked for 
help from the Vatican,” Mr. 
Priebke told La Republica. 

. “It (the Vatican) got word to 
me through Bishop Alois Hud- 
ler that it was prepared to help 
me,” Mr. Priebke said. 

He said he travelled to 
Argentina on an Italian cargo 
ship with his wife and two sons 
using Red Cross passports. 

Father Robert Granam, an 
American Vatican-based 
Jesuit, rejected Mr. Priebke’s 
claim. 



Eyal Mitrani.said he teft the 
dig, which contains remains 
from some 23 cities, with 
mixed feelings. i 

“But it's a small price to pay 
for peace," Mr. Mitrahi said*. 

Palestinian employee Saher 
Gruf, 48, who has been run- 
ning the cash register since 
immediately after the 1967 
Mideast war, when Israel occu- 
pied the area, said he had 
mixed feelings abojut the 
change. 

“I don't know whether 111 
still have a job tomorrow," he' 
said. 

The third site to be -handed 
over is Hisham’s Palace, dating 
back to the early Islamic 
period in the seventh century 
A.D. 

Palestinian businessmen 
were hopeful that the 'tourists 
would keep coming. 

Khaled Abdul Razek. who 
owns the Mount of Temptation 
restaurant next to the dig, said 


Slayer of 33 executed by injection 
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bis identity, says he fled Italy 
the help of the 


in 1948 with 
Vatican, a claim rejected by a 
leading Roman Catholic histo- 
rian. 

He acknowledged in an 
ABC interview last week that 
he had been involved. in the 
Ardeatine killings but said he 
regretted his part and had been 
following orders. 

The massacre, directed by 
SS Lieutenant-Colonel Her- 
bert Kappler, was carried out 
in reprisal for an Italian parti- 
san bomb attack in wheih 33 


He said Hudler, a pro-Nazi 
Austrian bishop who died in 
1962, bad been banned from 
tbe Vatican several years be- 
fore Mr. Priebke's flight be- 
cause of his support for Adolf 
Hitler. 

“Monsignor Alois Hudal 
cannot have had any influence 
whatever in his favour with the - 
Vatican," Father Graham said. 

The Vatican's attitude to the 
Nazis has remained a thorn in 
the side of relations between 
Jews and Roman Catholics. 

Jews say Pope Pius XU did 
not speak out- specifically 
although he knew about the 
holocaust. Catholic historians 
say he worked behind the 
scenes to help Jews during 
World War II. 
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Under the Patronage of H.R.H. 
Crown Prince Al-Hassan 
And Princess Sarvath 




Join 

MAP Sponsored walk 
and the Souk Sha’abi 
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on Friday 13/5/1994 
Starting point; Al-Ahli Club. 7 ; 3 o a,rr» 

End point: Kherbet Abu Jaber - ai Yaaouda 
Souk Sha'abi: 1 1 ,00 starting at Kherbet Abu Jaber 
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The Jordanian Society for Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAP) 
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Alahlia-Abela, a unique 
service-oriented, customer-friendly store, 
with pleasant atmosphere and a modern 
touch that makes shopping enjoyable 

at all times. 
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Majali meets EU official 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Ai Majali 
on Tuesday received at the Prime Ministry the director of the 
joint researches centre of the European Union (EU). Dr. 
Majali and the European official discussed means of enhanc- 
ing cooperation between Jordan and the E.U., particularly in 
the area of environment. 


'Israel, Morocco to open Interests sections’ 


TFT AVIV (AFP) — Israel and Morocco are to open interests 
sections in Rabat and Tel Aviv, an Israeli minister said. The 
minister, who asked not to be named, said the two sides had 
agreed and that offices could open in the next two or three 
weeks. Israel Radio, meanwhile, said Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres could travel to 
Morocco next week. But the premier’s spokesman. Gad Ben 
Ari, denied the report. The two leaders travelled to Rabat in 
September to thank King Hassan II for his role in the Middle 
East peace process, after the signing in Washington of the 
Israeli- Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
accord. Israel and Morocco do not have diplomatic relations, 
but a delegation of Moroccan businessmen has visited the' 
Jewish state. 


Algerian arrested in France with guns 


PARIS (AFP) — French customs officials arrested an Alge- 
rian man in possession of a cache of weapons and explosives 
that he allegedly planned to pass on to Islamic fundamentalists 
in his country, sources said. Abdul Hakim Boutrif, 34, was 
stopped at toll booth Friday in Meurthe-et- Moselle in north- 
eastern France after entering the country from Germany, the 
sources said. He was transfered to Paris where he was held for 
questioning by anti-terrorist police. He was to appear before 
the Paris prosecutor's office Thursday. In Mr. Boutrif s car 
customs officers found 129 sticks of explosives, 99 detonators, 
5,000 rounds of ammunition, three automatic pistols, one 
assault rifle, four sets of night virion goggles, three scanners 
and 14 transmitter-receivers. Police said Mr. Boutrif, who is 
married and lives in a Paris suburb, was malting his second trip 
to Algeria after having loaded up his car with weapons in 
Germany. He was planning to drive down through France, 
Spain and Morocco to Algeria, apparently to deliver the cache 
to Islami c fundamentalists, the police said. 


Turkish company claims $173m from Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — The Baymder Construction Com- 
pany of Turkey has claimed $173 milli on compensation for the 
cancellation of a motorway contract by the Pakistan govern- 
ment, tiie senate was told here Tuesday. Minister for Labour 
and Manpower Akbar Lari said the “wasteful” project had 
been shelved to save billions of rupees. The decision had 
caused no damage to the friendly relations between Pakistan 
and Turkey, the minister said, adding that the government was 
trying to reach an out-of-court settlement. He assured the 
Senate the matter would be resolved amicably. Bayinder was 
awarded the contract by the government of former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, who resigned in July last year. A 
caretaker administration, which replaced Mr. Sharif, shelved 
the project. This decision was endorsed after Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto assumed office in October. 


Egyptian lawyer dies in custody 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian lawyer dose to the Muslim 
fundamentalist movement has died in custody and the Egyp- 
tian Bar Association said be was tortured to death. Police took 
the lawyer, Abdul Harith Madam, 32, from his Cairo office on 
April 26 and a police station told his family to collect Ins body 
bri Friday, the Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights 
(EOHR.) said in a statement. The Bar As so cia ti on said 
Madam dies after state security investigators in the Cairo 
suburb of Giza gave him electric shocks, burnt his body and 
whipp ed him. “The torture to which he was subjected was an 
extremely barbaric crime and his murder, one week after he 
was detained, was a premeditated murder,” it said m a 
statement The human rights organisation said: “The EOHR 
fears that this death could have been due to the effects of 
torture subsequent to his arrest, especially as EOHR's efforts 
to find out his place of detention and his fate were unsuccess- 
ful." It said that the organisation had tried to obtain a 
coroner’s report on Madam's death. “The EOHR representa- 
tive was surprised to find a security cordon has been placed 
around the morgue, preventing access to the body,” it added. 


Iran mines border to deter rebel attacks 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has sown mines in sensitive regions 
along Hs western border with Iraq to deter rebel attacks, the 
offiaal Iranian news agency IRNA reported Tuesday. So far 
226 border routes have been sealed off with mines to stop the 
flow of “saboteurs and armed groups,” IRNA said, quoting a 
military offiaal. According to Iranian authorities, most 
cross-border attacks are bunched by Iraq-based rebels of the 
Muja hedeen-e-Khalq — the main armed Iranian o ppo si tion 
group — and radical Kurdish factions from Iranian Kurdistan. 
An interior ministry official said the arrest was carried out in 
the southern Andean resort of San Carlos di Barilocbe, where 
Mr. Priebke has lived for 46 years without concealing his 
identity since he fled Italy in 1948. He was traced to the town 
last week by the U.S. television network ABC and acknow- 
ledged in an interview that be had been involved in the 
Aideatine killings. Italian military prosecutors on Monday 
issued a warrant fear his arrest. The Aideatine massacre was 
carried out in reprisal for an Italian partisan bomb attack 
which killed 33 German soldiers. 


Malaysia hangs 3 drug traffickers 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Malaysia on Tuesday hanged 
three people for drugs trafficking after their appeals for 
clemency were rejected by the Supreme Court last year, the 
prison department said. The three, who had been sentenced to 
death by the high court three years ago. were hanged at a 
prison in Kajang. 37 kilometres from here, the depar tme nt 
said in a statement to the Remama news agency. The 
department refused to publish their names, Bernama said. 
One of them, a 47-year-old, was hanged for trafficking in 1.757 
kilogrammes of cannabis, while another, aged 26, was 
executed for trafficking 22.91 grammes of heroin. The thrid, a 
29-year-old, was hanged for pedalling in 831.2 grammes of 
heroin. The department said the three persons had exhausted 
all avenues of appeal available in the legal process by early 
January and March last year after being convicted separately 
on Sept. 22, 1990, Jan. 18, 1991 and March 6, 1991. A 
mandatory death sentence is imposed on anyone found in 
possession of 15 grammes or more of heroin, 200 grammes of 
cannabis or a kflo of opium and who is deemed a drag 
trafficker under Malaysia's tough anti-drug law. Some 100 
people, at least 30 of them foreigners, have been hanged since 
the mandatory death penalty for trafficking was introduced in 
.1981. 


Israeli police storm cult stronghold 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Police stormed an armed stronghold in 
suburban Tel Aviv before dawn on Tuesday and arrested a 
charismatic cult leader after a heated gun battle. A few 
followers of Rabbi Uzi Meshulam were still holed up in the 
liouse in the town of Yehud, Israel Radio said. But Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal told the radio that Rabbi Meshulam 
and 27 followers were in custody. A man and a woman were 
injured, Israel Radio said. Police shot the man, a follower of 
Rabbi Meshulam, when he opened fire on a police helicopter, 
Jie radio said. It did not say what condition the wounded were 
n. Witnesses said that an extended gun battle included rounds 
jf automatic fire. Police arrested Rabbi Meshulam, although 
le tried to disguise himself by wearing a sheet and a false 
noustache, the radio said. 


Beirut cabinet 


crisis deepens 


BEIRUT :(R) — A political 
crisis sparked by a row over 
planned changes in Lebanon’s 
cabinet threw the survival of 
Prime Minister Rafik Al Harir- 
i’s 19-month-old government 
into doubt on Tuesday. 

But political sources said 
there was no question at this 
point of Mr. Hariri leaving 
office sind he was expected to 
head any new government that 
emerged from the crisis. 

However, the uncertainty 
over the government's future 
hit Beirut’s foreign exchange 
market, forcing the central 
bank to sell millions of U.S. 
dollars for the first time in 
months, dealers said. 

They said the central bank 
sold an estimated $30 million 
on Monday and $35 million on 
Tuesday to hold the Lebanese 
pound at 1,689.50 to the dollar 
(see page 7). 

Political sources said the dis- 
pute between Mr. Hariri and 
President Elias Hrawi and~Far- 
li ament Speaker Nabih Beni 
over the appointment of new 
ministers was the tip of the 
iceberg. 

They said it brought out 
discontent with the perform- 
ance of the government and 
resulted in discussions about 
changing rather than reshuf- 
fling it. 

A source dose to Mr. Hrawi 
said Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Beni 
wanted a new government, led 
by Mr. Hariri. 

“The two leaders believe a 
reshuffle will not be enough to 
improve the performance of 
the government,’' the source 
told Reuters. “What they want 
is a new government and (here 
would be no problem if it was 
headed by Hariri." 

A Hariri aide also said he 
would no longer be satisfied 
with a limited reshuffle. “A 
new government is what he 
wants,” the aide said. 

The crisis, which has para- 
lysed government activities for 
three days, surfaced on Sunday 
when Mr. Hariri cancelled all 
appointments and confined 
himself to his home. 


The sources said the dispute 
had much to do with the per- 
formance of the government 
and its plans to reconstruct and 
develop the country. 

They said Mr. Hrawi and 
Mr. Berri were unhappy with 
Mr. Hariri's running of the 
government since his appoint- 
ment in October 1992 and with 
its programme to rebuild Leba- 
non from the rains of the 1975- 
90 dvil war. 

The two leaders privately 
accused Mr. Hariri of appoint- 
ing dose aides to key govern- 
ment posts. Many Lebanese 
also accuse him of failing to 
fulfil promises of rapid recon- 
struction and economic recov- 
ery. 


Mr. Hariri blames the snags 
on the intervention of his two 
rivals in the reconstruction 
projects "for narrow in- 
terests,” the sources said. 

Mr. Hariri remained at his 
residence on Tuesday after 
going on strike at the weekend 
when Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Berri 
blocked his proposals for li- 
mited changes in the govern- 
ment. 

The three leaders agreed last 
week at a meeting in Syria, the 
main power broker in Leba- 
non, to str en gthen Christian 
representation in the cabinet. 

But Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Ber- 
ri rejected the names Mr. 
Harin suggested, and sources 
close to Mr. Hariri said he felt 
trapped. 


Mediators, led by Deputy 
Prime Minister Michel Al 
Muir and Health Minister 
Manyan Hamadeh, shuttled 
between the three rivals seek- 


ing a compromise. 

The independent Ai Nahar 
newspaper said Syrian officials 
were expected to intervene and 
resolve the dispute. 

One of the biggest achieve- 
ments of Mr. Hariri’s govern- 
ment has been the steady 
strengthening of the Lebanese 
pound, which recorded its re- 
cord low of 2,800 to the dollar 
before be came to power in 
October 1992. 


Israeli air attacks 
kill two in Lebanon 


NAAMEH, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Israeli warplanes 
Masted a Palestinian camp in 
hills near Beirut on Tuesday, 
killing two people and injuring 
four others including a woman, 
police said. 

The planes fired around 15 
missiles in six waves at a base 
of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command (PFLP- 
GC) in Naaxneh, 15 kilometres 
south of the capital. 


Two people was killed in the 
raids and four others, mdode- 
ing a PFUP-GC fighter and a 
Lebanese woman, were in- 
jured, police said, adding that 
four warplanes took part in the 
attacks while a fifth served as 


cover. 

The Palestinian group said 
the planes targeted an admmis- 
strative centre, a dink and a 
tunnel. But it was not dear if 
tile aircraft hit their targets. 

In Israel, an army spokes- 
man said the raid homed in on 
a sector “completely control- 
led" by the FFLP-GC. The 
warplanes had returned safely 
to base after scoring hits. 


said, bolding a piece of ordn- 
ance the size of a golf ball in his 
hand. 

Plumes of white and Mack 
smoke rose from one of the 
hills, next to the cement block 
entrance of an underground 
tunnel used as a base for the 
PFLP-GC. It could not be de- 
termined from a distance what 
continued to burn outside the 
tunnel three hours after the 
first said. ■ ■ 

Guerrillas banned reporters 
and photographers from 
approaching the area, which 
contained two other under- 
ground bunds and military 
hardware. Guerrillas had 
taken refuge in nearby factor- 
ies and the area was complete- 
ly deserted. 


But journalists said the 
targets were located just 200 
metres from civilian homes and 
a school, from where pupfls 
scurried home for cover. 

The warplanes, which broke 
the sound barrier over Beirut, 
kept up their attacks for an 
hour after the initial strike, 
state-run Tele Li ban reported. 

Israeli fighters also buzzed 
the port city of Si don, further 
south, Palestinian refugee 
camps on the outskirts and the 
nearby Iqlim Al Tufah ridge 
where guerrillas are entren- 
ched. 

Lebanese army soldiers fired 
anti-aircraft guns from posi- 
tions near Naameh without 
hitting the planes, while Syrian 
troops stationed four 
kilometres away went on alert, 
correspondents said. 

At least four rockets were 
fired in the first strike, and two 
in the second raid an hour 
later by another two planes, 
police said. 

"They came from over the 
sea, then there was the im- 
pact,” said Saeed Daher, an 
elderly Palestinian squatter in 
one of the buildings near the 
bases. 

He was at his front porch 
when the attack occurred. 

“AH of a sudden, rockets 
started falling, then roaring of 
the planes leaving the area," 
said Mr. Daher. 

“We fled indoors as shrapnel 
started landing around us,” he 


Mounira Jihad Salameh, suf- 
fered an arm wound. The 
three-year-old was among the 
scores of civilians living in 
shacks near the entrance to the 
targeted tunnel. 

Salameh, blood visible on 
her right arm, was carried 
down to an ambulance by her 
father, while others fled the 
hill to safer areas near the 
coast. They spent the rest of 
the day standing on the streets, 
afraid to return to their homes. 

Shortly after the first rockets 
hit, expiations jolted the area, 
blasts could be heard in the 
capital Beirut, 16 kilometres to 
the north. 


Police said the blasts were 
caused by timer-activated de- 
vices dropped by the planes 
and apparently set to explode 
as guerrillas inspected the 
damage and rescued comrades. 

In Israel, an army spokes- 
man said the planes safely re- 
turned to base after scoring 
accurate hits on PFLP-GC 
“base for training and laun- 
ching point for attacks on the 
security rone.” Israel occupies 
the so-called "security zone” in 
southern Lebanon to guard 
against guerrilla infiltration 
into Israel. 


“The raids will not affect 
us.” said a defiant PFLP-GC 
official at the scene. "They’re 
just irritants.” said the official, 
who goes by the nom-de- 
guerre Abu Khalil. 

Tuesday's raids brought to 
12 Israel's air strikes into Leba- 
non this year and to four on 
the bills of Naameh. 

Seven people were killed in 
the previous air attacks. Four 
PFLP-GC guerrillas died in 
two strikes on Naameh in 
January. 

The PFLP-GC is led by for- 
mer Syrian army Captain 
Ahmad Jibril. 




MAJALI MEETS QOURIEA: Prime Minister 
Abdul Sabnn Ai Majali on Tuesday receives at 
the Prime Ministry head of the Economic De- 
partment of the Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Ahmad Qouriea. The meeting, which 


was attended by Mhuster of State for the Prune 
Ministry Affairs and Minister of Information 
Jawad Al Anani and Palestinian Ambassador Al 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahim reviewed Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic ties and means of promot- 
ing them (Petra photo) 


Palestinians expect police 


to enter Jericho today 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


JERICHO — The nearly 800 
members of the Palestinian 
National Security Forces 
(PNSF) waiting at the King 
Hussein Bridge to enter 
Jericho are expected to cross 
the Jordan River in the next 48 
hours, the head of the 
Palestinian-Israeli liaison com- 
mittee for administrative 
affairs told reporters at a press 
conference here Tuesday. 

“We expect the Palestinian 
police to enter Jericho in the 
next two days," said Jamil 
Tarifi, Palestinian head of the 
committee. 

Mr. Tarifi had said that the 
committee had planned to take 
over administrative offices, 
still controlled by Israelis, on 
Tuesday. 


“Today our administrative 
heads toured the offices, hos- 
pitals and all other officers 
concerned with administrative 
affairs, but they will not be 
turned over to our administra- 
tive heads until the police come 
in to protect these offices,” 
said Mr. Tarifi, who gave a 
press conference with his 
Israeli counterpart Brigadier- 
General Gadir Zohar. 

Local Palestinians already 
ran most of the towns adminis- 
trative affairs, according to 
Mr. Tarifi. “Only the bosses 
are Israelis. The people who 
ran the dally affairs are Palesti- 
nians. Thus there will be no 
problem in the take-over." 


As Mr. Tarifi and Gen. 
Zohar gave their joint press 
statements, the Israel flag was 
taken down from Jericho dvil 
adminsitration building and 
two Palestinian flags were put 
up in their place. But Israeli 
soldiers still manned the secur- 
ity outposts on all administra- 
tive buildings. 

Three teams of Palestinian 
and Israeli administrative ex- 
perts were touring all the office 
buildings that will be taken 
over by administrators who 
were shown keys and box files. 
But even administrative con- 
cerns of dvilian life will be 
"overlapping”, said Gen. 
Zohar. “Today is the first day 
of overlapping administration 
between the Israeli dvil admi- 
nistration and the Palestinian 
representatives,” said Gen. 
Zohar. 

“This overlapping will con- 
tinue until the date for a full 
take over by Palestinian admi- 
nistrators has been set,” he 
added. But “coordination and 
cooperation" between Palesti- 
nian and Israeli authorities 
would continue even after a 
transfer of power to Palesti- 
nians, he said. 

The Israeli authorities were 
willing to continue supplying 
the Jericho hospital with all 
necessary equipment for three 
months if the Palestinians 
wished, the officer told jour- 
nalists. 

But much depended on the 
composition of the Palestinian 
national authority, the Palesti- 
nian government which will 


administer Jericho and Gaza. 
"We are awaiting die names of 
the Palestinian national au- 
thority and then the next step 
can be taken,” said Mr. Tarifi. 

Palestinians in Jericho con- 
tinued to prepare for the 
Palestinian takeover. Welcom- 
ing banners decorated the 
town which is home to some 
17,000 Palestinians. 

“Last week South Africa, 
this week Jericho," read one 
banner. “Do not take down a 
single tree,” read another ban- 
ner urging the new authorities 
to preserve Jericho's natural 
resources and banana planta- 
tions. 

But local Jericho residents 
were both excited and fearful 
of the change that will accom- 
pany the entry of the PNSF. 
“This mil be a new era for us.” 
said Sumalya Abu Zibdeh. 
"My husband used to work in 
Israel. Now he is not allowed 
to work there any more. I hope 
the Palestinian authorities will 
provide work for our men.” 

Telephone lines to Jericho 
were intermittently disturbed 
Monday and Tuesday, creating 
panic among locals who feared 
that ail communications be- 
tween them and the rest of the 
West Bank would be cut off 
once the Palestinian self-rule 
began. 

Palestinian rule in Jericho 
and Gaza is seen by West Bank 
Palestinians as a litmus test for 
how successful Palestinian rule 
over other parts of the occu- 
pied territories taken over by 
Palestinian authorities mil be. 


Lloyds 


expected 


(Continued from page 1) 


piemen ting the proposal which 
was made by the Kingdom in 
January. 

Jordan bad earlier linked its 
participation in die peace talks 
with the lifting of the siege on 
Aqaba which many officials 
described as pressure on Jor- 
dan to force it into entering a 
seperate peace accord with 
Israel. 

Informed sources say the 
U.S. Congress, which “has not 
yet forgiven” the Kingdom for 
its opposition to the Gulf war 
coalition that drove Iraq out of 
Kuwait in 1991 and some U.S. 
security agencies which "do 
not trust Jordan” have been 
behind the delay in lifting the 
-siege on Aqaba. 

Information Minister Jawad 
Al Anani confirmed Tuesday 
that the Jordanian government 
has received confirmation from 
die concerned American au- 
thorities that Washington had 
approved the Jordanian prop- 
osal. 

He said the next steps were 
to reach a final agreement with 
Lloyds Register to determine 
the methods of observing cargo 
entering Aqaba. This might be 
achieved with in the coming 
three weeks, he said. 

Dr. Anani said that the rep- 
resentative of Lloyds Register 
would not be inspecting ships, 
but will be monitoring incom- 
ing cargo when they are 
opened at the port to make 
sure that they conform to the 
cargo manifests. 


Jordan, PLO begin key talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


strategy in the talks with the 
PLO was expected to be - 
discussed and finalised. 

Speaking after the meeting. 
Dr. Anani would only say that 
“all economic issues of com- 
mon concern were discussed” 
during the session with the 
PLO and that the discussions 
would continue on Wednes- 
day. 

Ahmad Qouriea, head of the 
economic department of the 
PLO, who led the Palestinian 
side to the talks, said the meet- 
ing was “comprehensive and 
extensive" and covered “all 
aspects of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic rela- 
tionship.” 

“The Jordanian-Palestinian 
accord (of Jan. 7) is the basis of 
the relationship,” he told Al 
Ra’i and the Jordan Times. 

Asked whether the PLO was 
seeking any changes in the 
agreement in view of the 
Israel-PLO accord, Mr. 
Qouriea said: “Changes if any 
will be in favour of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian accord.” 
He did not elaborate. 

However, he stressed, any 
possible changes in the accord 
“will mean detailing the agree- 
ment's provisions. There will 
be no changes in the basis and 
prina'ples of the agreement.” 

“Certain joint committees 
will be activated,” he added. 

“We discussed al! issues such 
as banking currency, trade, 
and customs.” he said. “These 
are issues that should be clar- 
ified to sustain the unique, 
brotherly relation between Jor- 


dan and Palestine.” 

Asked whether the Israel- 
PLO accord had narrowed the 
scope for Jordanian- 
Palestinian cooperation, Mr. 
Qouriea said: “On the con- 
trary. I believe that the agree- 
ment with Israel has helped 
implement the Jordanian- 
Palestinian accord.” 


“It is true that the (Israel- 
PLO) accord did not give us all 
that we were seeking, but it 
gave us some of what we 
sought,” said Mr. Qouriea. 
“The door is not closed for the 
rest of our rights, which will be 
restored gradually...” 

Mr. Qouriea said: “We will 
soon witness Palestinian-Arab 
agreements. We are part of the 
Arab World and a permanent 
member of the Arab League 
and we have a strategic Arab 
depth which supports our posi- 
tion.” 


Attending the meetings on 
the Jordanian side were plan- 
ning Minister Ziad Fariz, 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Rima Khalaf. Minister of State 
Adel Irsheid, Central Bank of 
Jordan Deputy Governor 
Michel Maito and Foreign 
Ministry advisors Ibrahim Bad- 
Tan and Ahmad Qatanani. 

The PLO side to the meeting 
included Jawad Najl. head of 
the Economic Department of 
the PLO in Amman, Amin 
Haddad, Atef Alawneh, Awn 
Ai Shawwa. Midhat Kanaan. 
Palestinian Ambassador AI 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahim and 
Samir Huleileh. 


Palestinian police enter Gaza 


(Continued from page 1) 


ex-guerrillas were guarding the 
Israeli-abandoned offices of 
the education department and 
the building used as a military 
court by Israel. 

The new policemen in the 
olive-green uniform of the 
PLA stepped off five Egyptian 
buses, lined up and marched 
into a processing area on the 
Israeli-held side of the Rafah 
crossing. 

An Israeli military spokes- 
man said the first contingent of 


150 Palestinian policemen 
were to enter the occupied 
territories during the evening 
after formalities were com- 
pleted. 

As the men filtered slowly 
through the checks, they were 
given sandwiches and soft 
drinks from the Israeli 
cafeteria while waiting for the 
triumphant drive north 
through the strip. 

The contingent was expected 
to move into facilities vacated 
by the Israelis. Several Palesti- 
nian buses decked in flags and 


pictures of Mr. Arafat were 
parked outside the terminal. 

The ranks followed General 
Nasr Yussef. the Palestinian 
police chief, who crossed into 
the strip earlier in the dav 
proclaiming "a historic day for 
the Palestinian people ... for 
the Palestinian nation.” 

“This will be the first day on 
the road towards freedom and 
independence for the Palesti- 
nians,” said the 55-year-old 
PLA deputy chief of staff. 

"We are starting the first 
steps under the agreement that 
was signed in Cairo on May 4 
for the handover of authority.” 


Hillary Clinton 
lashes out at 
U.S. press 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
First lady Hillary Clinton 
lashed out at U.S. reporters, 
charging that the media hype 
over latest barrage of allega- 
tions about the first couple was. 
biased and unfounded. "If the 


of the political right, which it is 
becoming — from the so-called 
liberal press all the way to the 
attack dogs of the right wing- 
then you can’t expect people to 
have any trust m what they 
read or see,” she said in a 
vanity Fair interview. “I ^et' 
infuriated when people prat 
lies and uncorroborated 
accusations against either me 
or my husband,” she told the 
monthly magazine. Mrs. Cfin- 
ton vehemently denied 
rumours that she was a lesbian 
or that she had had an affair » 
with White House official • 
Vince Foster, a friend and col- 
league who committed snhade 
last year. “That’s one of the 
sad lies,” she said, fighting 
back tears. The first lady was 
interviewed in April, before a 
former Arkansas state em- 
ployee filed a sexual harass- 
ment suit against President Bin 
Clinton. Paula Jones has ac- 
cused Mr. Clinton of violating 
her dvil rights by making sex- 
ual advances to her during a 
conference when he was gov- 
ernor in 1991. Etil] ary Clinton 
charged that her critics were 
politically and financially moti- 
vated, particularly legislators 
who she said profited from 
unfounded allegations which 
are hard to disprove. She also 
said she wished she had never 
invested in the failed Whitewa- 
ter land deal, which has 
brought charges of financial 
misdealings against the Clin- 
tons. “I think a lot of this is a 
little disingenuous. People 
keep asking questions that we 
keep answering. They just 
don't like the answers. If they 
don’t want to believe that we 


lost money in Whitewater, 
that’s their choice but it 


doesn’t change the truth,” she 
said. 


Hillary’s calling 
so Clinton 
Interrupts rally 


PROVIDENCE, RI (R) — 
President Bill Clinton interrup- 
ted' a flurry of handshaking at 
an airport rally Monday to take 
a telephone call from his wife 
Hillary in South Africa, the 
first lady is in South Africa to 
attend the inauguration of Nel- 
son Mandela as that country’s 
first black president. “She said 
it’s amazing. The place is just 
cracking with energy,” Mr. 
Clinton told reporters after us- 
ing a telephone in his 
limousine to speak long- 
distance with the first lady. His 
side of the conversation took 
place on the tarmac of the T.F. 
Green Airport, where Mr. 
Clinton addressed a rally be- 
fore taking part in a televised 
town meeting. Mrs. Clinton 
and Vice President Gore led 
the U.S. delegation to Mr. 
Mandela's inauguration. 


Mandela snubs 
estranged wife 


* 


CAPE TOWN. South Africa 
(AP) — Nelson Mandela snub- 
bed his estranged wife, Win- 
nie, during the first sitting of 
the multiracial parliament 
Monday, and the personal di- 
vide between them seemed as 
wide as ever. Moments after 
Mr. _ Mandela was chosen as 
president, he refused to ack- 
nowledge Mrs. Mandela when 
she sat briefly beside him to 
nominate a fellow women’s 
rights activist, Frene Ginwala, 
as the country’s first woman 
parliament speaker. When 
Mrs. Mandela got up to 
announce the nomination, she 
was required to walk over to 
where her husband was seated 
on a brown leather bench. Sit- 
ting less than an arm’s length 
apart he never looked at her. 
Mr. Mandela stared straight 
ahead as the woman once 
known as “mother of the na- 
tion read out Mrs. Ginwala’s 
name, then returned to her 
seat. Mr. Mandela’s reaction 
showed the extent of his aloof- 
ness toward Mrs. Mandela 
since their separation m 1992 . 
5he was convicted a year ear- 
iier on kidnapping charges and 

*hVh T re media re Ports that 
sne had an extramarital affair. 

Weanng a black suit with a ■ 
green blouse, Mrs. Mandela 

E tee rows £3 
her husband during the solemn 
E-M in ceremony in the 
colonial parliament bufldiag. 
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c ? n gress colleague 
Zola Skweyiya, seated beside 

thJ o«h he i?° ^makers took 
the oath in batches of ten. 








